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Tax prohe hits 0z 
Football identities 


The ATO is starting to reap it's 
reward after a massive sting on tax 
evading football personalities. Hardest 
to feel the ATO’s venomous sting are a 
former National Soccer League coach 
and a player agent. 

{ts believed that the former coach in 
question has been targeted after he 
failed to lodge four (4) years worth of 
tax retums as well as failure to disclose 
receipts of large sums of money that 
was brought in after investments had 
been off loaded in the UK. 

The agent involved will also be 
asked to explain why there was non- 
disclosure of certain transfer income 
received from players transfers as well 
as large sums of transfer fees that have 
come to Australia but were not dis- 
closed 


Indian FA chasing 
Parramatta’s lacobs 


Here we go again Aussie football 
fans, Only weeks away from our World 
Cup match against Croatia where our 
boys will square off against former AIS 
funded graduates in Simunic,Seric and 
Joey Didulica we now have the Indian 
FA sending representatives in an 
attempt to secure the services of 
Parramatta Eagles youngster Craig 
Jacobs. 

Eighteen year old Jacobs of Indian 
heritage is an athletic right or left 
winger with lighting speed and great 
stamina. 


THE COUCH "BS 


ur understanding is that young 
Jacobs who is on the verge of first 
grade honours with Raul Bianco's 
Eagles was reluctant to accept the invi- 
tation from the Indian FA representa- 
tives. 

Jacob's acknowledged that his future 
lied in the A-League and Australia 
‘even though he was honoured by the 
approach of his parents former home- 
land. 


‘The couch understands that Ciub 
Marconi are looking at young Jacobs 
as a replacement for Tony Faria who 
will shortly be joining the Newcastle 
Jets FC. 


A-League Clubs take note, you could 
get embroiled in allegations of under 
the table payments, apparently being 
made by a certain player agent. 

This agent who was accused of sign- 
ing his players to low playing contracts 
receiving payments under the table and 
outside the salary cap. 

The FFA has been made aware of 
this by club officials concemed not to 
get involved with the agent in question. 


Retidy to sign 


Newcastle United Jets are set to 
offload keeper Liam Reddy to the 
Queensland Roar for the new season. 


I'll be ready - Kewell 


‘njured Socceroo star Harry 

Kewell is looking to return to 

ion in time for the team’s 

opening World Cup clash with 
Japan on June 12. 

Kewell injured his groin in the FA 
Cup final earlier in the month and 
while his team-mates thrilled 96,000 
fans in Melbourne with a 1-0 victory 
over Greece, Kewell had to stay in 
Merseyside for treatment. 

"The injury is not ideal but T am 
expecting to be back and ready in time 
for the tournament,” he told the 
Sydney Moming Herald. "I'm so dis- 
appointed that T couldn't get back to 
Melbourne for the game against 
Greece but it was out of my control. I 
now have to focus on what is within 
‘my control, and that's working hard. 
My club, Liverpool, have been great in 
helping to get me back in action and 
ready for the World Cup. The 
Australian team physio, Les Gelis, has 
been excellent as well. I am 
in the best of hands.” 

During his recovery, the 
former Leeds player bas had 
plenty of time to think about 
a tough Group F which con- 
tains, Japan, Croatia and 
‘World Champions Brazil. 

*People might say that the 
Brazil game is the biggest but 
this is'a World Cup where all 
three group games are impor- 
tant,” he said, 

"To me, Japan and Croatia 
are just as big. We need to. 
win, or at least not lose. It's 
great being in a group where 
all the matches have some- 
thing al stake and where each 
team, if they have a good day, 
can win, 

"Tm glad we are playing 
Brazil,” he said. "Australia 


couldn't ask for anything 
more after being away from 
the finals for so many years. 


Harry Kewell shown In the Netherlands 
this week with a new look haircut, also 
going through his paces with trainer 


You look at their team and they have a 
lot of big names and potential match 
winners. Tm not going to single out 
any players because they/re playing as 
a team and we are playing as a team. 

*We have done our homework on 
Brazil and Ron Smith, Australia's tech- 
nical manager, has been very thorough 
in checking them out. We know their 
dangers and we know their weakness- 
6s. 


"The good thing about the 
Australian team is that we're one wnt, 
Weall get on really well. This group of 
lads is one of the best I have been 
involved with. This will be important 
when we have to fight for one another 
on the pitch." 

Kewell summed up the Socceroos 
plan as simple. 

Our first aim is to beat Japan, and 
then a result against Brazil would be 
‘good, and then beat Croatia." 


The Roar will vacate a keeper posi- 
tion as giant shotstopper Scott Higgins 
has been set for overseas trials open- 
ing up a spot for Reddy who will fight 
for the number one jersey alongside 
youngster Tom Willis, 

The Jets meanwhile will need two 
keepers as Andy Peterson has also 
moved on. 


Coveny deal in the 
air 


Kiwi intemational Vaughan Coveny 
was offered a $150,000 (NZ Dollars) 
plus a car deal with the NZ Knights but 
has knocked back living in New 
Zealand. 

The Kiwi side has been struggling for 
talent but with the expertise of Coveny 
in attack, Paul Nevin's side could have 
seen a change of fortune in it's scoring 
ranks. 

The Newcastle United Jets have 
again pushed through an offer for the 
Kiwi star. 


Owens calls 
Adelaide home 


Curent Sydney United attacker Greg 
Owens has reportedly signed a two- 
year deal with last years Premiers 
Adelaide United. 

The deal worth $150,000 over the. 
two seasons was done after Owens 
impressed Reds coach John Kosmina 
during his short stint with the club last 
year in the finals series. 

Owens scored the winner in United's 
2-1 victory over the A.P.1.A. Leichhardt 
Tigers over the weekend. 


KEY FOR 


Austratia arriving in the 


Wenn ete 
ly against the host nation in 


Rotterdam, Guus Hiddink is reinforcing 
the message to his players. 

"T like us to have control of the ball, to 
haye control of the situation, both offensive- 
ly and defensively, like us to have control of 
the tempo," he said. 

‘The Dutchman, who is preparing his play- 
ers for Group F clashes with Japan, Brazil 
and Croatia was satisfied with the Socceroos’ 
1-0 victory over Greece in Melbourne on 
Thursday evening. 

"Our organisation was good. As a coach, 
you are always looking how it's organised in 
a tactical way offensively and defensively so 


that you don't get caught. I think we did well. 

“But we have still to work a lot. When you 
want to be very competitive on the World 
Cup level, you must retain your control dur- 


the whole game. I don't want to be pes- 


simistic, but I am always looking at what 
needs to be improved." 


Championships campaign 
with a hard-fought 6-4 win 
over Lebanon, to finish 
second on the Group C. 
Kyrgyzstan finished top 
of the group after defeating 
Kuwait 2-0, although the 
result would kave been irrel- 
evant even if they lost, as 
they had the better head-to- 
head record 


Anthony Crea 
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Qantas Futsalroos defeat 


e Qantas Australia, 
Futsalroos ended 
their AFC Fatsal against Kuwait 

i i Lactlan Wr 


Australia ahea 


utes later. 


against 


MORE POWER THE 


As he did in the match 


minutes, with Miles Downie 
adding a second four min- 


‘Lebanon pulled one back, 
but Scott Manson (13°), 
Lake Haydon (16°) put the 
Qantas Futsalroos out to a 4- 
1 lead. Lebanon added a sec- 
ond goal just minutes before 


Van Stratten coming 
ome 


Former Australian youth intemational 
goalkeeper Jess Van Stratten is said to 
be on his way home with a number of 
‘A-League side’s interested in the Hellas 
Verona star, 

The Central Coast bom and bred 
keeper is said to be closing in on a deal 
via his agent Leo Karis. 

Having spent a good six or so sea- 
‘sons in Italy, onea being on the books 
of Juventus, the highly rated keeper 
should not have any problems finding 
himself a new home in the A-League. 


M6 Fireworks 


Fireworks hit the MCG last Thursday 
and it was not only seen on the football 
pitch. 

Close sources to ‘the couch’ stated 
that former Newcastle United Jets strik- 
er Ante Milicic and current Jets Director 
of Football Remo Nogarotto were 
embroiled in a verbal argument in front 
of afew shocked observers during the 
clash between the Socceroos and 
Greece. 


Casey targeted 


Promising Pammatta FC star Adam 
Casey is said to be on the shopping 
lists of both the Queensland Roar and 
NZ Knights. 

The highly rated attacker has been 
given a glowing report by current 
Socceroos Assistant Graham Amold 
who believes Casey should be playing 
in the A-League. 


According to the Dutch maestro, there are 
still plenty of issues to work on as Hiddink is 
preparing to start his third consecutive World 
Cup. 

"We have to get more physical depth and 
strength in the upcoming days. When you are 
playing three games in a short time, you have 
to be physically top, top, top. 

“We have to improve against Japan. It 
seems a bit pessimistic but I am full on 
details, on which games are decided at high 
intemational level. We lost the ball too early 
with straight not diagonal passes. 

"Losing possession means you have to 
work aot defensively when you give the ball 
away. We made some stray passes. 

“We were overdoing it in possession in our 
‘own danger zone, doing sloppy things, 
maybe due to lack of top physical shape. But 
these are details, nothing more.” 

"IE we don't go deep in our training ses- 
sion physically, we lose later on a lot of the 
power we need. The pay-off time is in the 
‘upcoming week in gathering more physical 


strength.” 
Lebanon 
time. 


half time. 

Christopher Zeballos (30) 
put Australia 5-2 ahead, but 
Lebanon was desperate to 
fight berk and pulled two 
goals Lack to set up a frantic 
final couple of minutes. 
Manson sealed victory with 
a goal right on fulltime, 
‘The Futsalroos second place 
finish was not enough to 
qualify them for the final 
against Japan. 


a day earlier, 
ight put 
id. after five 


captain Joe Vrkic with the future stars of the 


Capito! Hill Estate Cup, Alessandro Pecora and 
Robert Bacic. said. 


Win A Copy Of Andy Harper’s Book 


THE SOCCEROOS — 


BLOCKBUSTER AT 


MARCONI STADIUM 


fhe Stallions take a 
31 advantage into the 
match, which doubles 

as the second leg of the 

Capitol Hill Estate Cup, after 

they stunned United in the 

first round dash. 

In that encounter, United 
took a’one goal lead into the 
break before being blown away 
by a second half hat-trick to 
Tony Faria, 

United, under new coach, 
former Stallions Jegend Jean 
Paul de Marigny, have 
improved since then and have 
their eyes on a finals berth 
while the Stallions are chasing 
top spot and a home finals 
advantage. 


“There’s a lot of history 
between these two teams and 
T’'m sure United will be looking 
to get one back at us after our 
first meeting. 

“We both play attacking 
football so there should be 
plenty in it for the fans and 
we'll both field very strong 
line-ups so don't think there’ 
be too much in it.” 

‘The Capitol Hill Estate Cup 
was formed as part of a tibute 
to the clubs’ most famous con- 
test, the 1988 NSL Grand 
Final 

Tn one of the most pulsating 
and edge-of:your-seat matches 
ever played in the NSL, the 
Stallions prevailed 5-4 in a 

“T's an important game for penalty shoot-out, after the 
oth teams and neither set of scores were locked together at 
players will be holding back,” 2-2. 

Stallions coach Brian Brown Both teams scored goals in 
extra-time and had players sent 


‘Voodoo to destiny’ 


our readers the 


chance to win a copy 
of Andy Harper’s latest 
book, THE SOCCEROOS 
— ‘voodoo to destiny’. 

‘Voodoo to destiny’ 's an 
extremely informative, yet 
comprehensive, 360 page 
product which incorporates 
no less than 18 indepth-inter- 
views of the current 
Avstralian World Cup play- 
ers, plus thoughts and views 
from Australia’s Assistant 
World Cup coach Graham 
Amold, 

To win a copy of this mag- 
nificent book all you have to 
do is answer the three follow- 
ing questions: 


A) Which nation, and in what year, won the very first World Cup? 


C) Who scored Australia’s winning goal last Thursday night at the MCG 
against the current Euro-champions, Greece? 


Clearly print in BLOCK LETTERS 


NAME: ... 
ADDRESS: . 
SUBURB: 
STATE: 


Mall to; ABSW— Book Competition 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, 


Glebe. NSW 2037 


This competition closes this Friday 2nd June, 2006 at 5pm. 


ff, during the marathon match 
played in front of packed 
crowd at Parramatta Stadium. 

‘The Stallions took home the 
Capitol Hill Estate Cup for the 
first time in 2004, thanks to a 
3-0 win at home. 

In a game of opportunities 
for both sides, the Stallions 
made the most of theirs, with 
goals to Alex Brosque, Jeromy 
Hants and Chad Gibson. 

United tumed the tables on 
the Stallions when they scraped 
home at the same venue a year 
tater. 

With the scores locked at 
2-2, substitute Mile Jedinak 
came on to score the winner in 
injury time. 

‘The Marconi Stallions play 
Sydney United at Marconi 
Stadium on Saturday, June 3, at 
7.30pm with the grade 20s kick 
off at 5.30pm. 


The present and the future. 
Major sponsor Mr. Terry Leckle with Stallions 
captain Brad Maloney and United captain 
Joe Vrkie with the future stars of the Capitol Hill 
Estate Cup, Alessandro Pecora and Robert Bacic. 


MARCONT 


y) 


2006 VODAFONE PREMIER LEAGUE 


Se XO SD 4S ee 


Marconi Stallions us 
Sydney Olympic 


Wednesday 31st May 


Grade 20 k/o 6pm and First Grade k/o 8pm 


a 
The Capitol Hill Estate Cup 


er ROUND 1S 
Marconi Stallions us 
Sydney United 


Saturday 3rd June 


Grade 20 k/o 5.30pm and First Grade k/o 7.30pm 
BOTH GAMES PLAYED AT 


MARCONI STADIUM 


Your chance to WIN in half-time activities courtesy of 
GLENFORDS TOOLS & MAKITA 
See match day program for details. 


Proudly Sponsored by: 


balmaincommercial 
4a —KeRpa 
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Van der Lem to 
visit Australia! 


ighly successful 
European club and 
National Asian 
Experience. What more can 
Australia ask for? 

Australian players, clubs and 
coaches are very close to rubbing 
shoulders with highly successful 
Dutch coach Gerard Van der Lem. 

‘Van der Lem has again stated 
his admiration for Australia as a 
sporting nation, and a country that 
will definitely excel in the world 
game of football in the not too dis- 
tant future. Van der Lem has said. 
that he is not too far away from. 
visiting in August/September, if 
not earlier. 

He is a great admirer of 
Australian players in Europe and 
our players in Holland, both past 
and present, Furthermore, his 
admiration for Australia’s sporting 
culture, mentality, will to win, will 


to become champions, and the fan- 
tastic mental strength that our 
players have has convinced Van 
der Lem that a visit to Australia is 
a must to experience Australian 
football in person. 

“T will visit your beautiful coun- 
try for sure very soon” Van der 
Lem stated, albeit some very good 
offers he has received from 
European, Asian and South 
American clubs to continue win- 
ning trophies, and adding to his 
very impressive CV. 

Van der Lem's positive and pas- 
sionate interest in the Australian 
game and Australia as a sporting 
nation should definitely be seen as 
continued step in the right direc- 
tion, that the A-League has accom- 
plished along with our Socceroos 
qualification for Germany 2006. 

Van der Lem is a passionate 
‘man, who had chosen to stay in the 


Kingdom (Saudi Arabia) when ter- 
rorist attacks were causing many 
other non-nationals to head home. 

‘And, prior to that, in 2002, Van 
der Lem suffered a serious a heart 
scare during the Arab Cup. It was 
the sort of thing which might have 
persuaded men of his age to opt for 
the quiet life but not van der Lem, 
who left hospital with renewed 
vigour for his job. 


“[ wantto stay and complete my- 


mission which is to take Saudi 
‘Arabia to the World Cup,” the 
Dutchman said soon after the 
scare. “That would be fantastic” 
When Van der Lem, who had 
enjoyed stints as coach at Ajax and 
Barcelona, took over in the afier- 
math of the 2002 World Cup deba- 
cle; seasoned football observers in 
the Kingdom took the appointment 
as evidence of a sea-change in the 
attitude of Sandi football adminis- 


trators. 

‘The Dutchman, charged with 
trying to restore the nation’s foot- 
balling fortunes following three 
defeats in Japan, made it clear to 
his employers that a break from 
the past was necessary if Saudi 
Arabia were to avoid suffering a 
similar fate in future World Cups. 

With qualification for the 2006 
World Cup the main focus and 
with time on his side to get the for- 
mula right, van der Lem purged 
the squad of several ‘senior’ play- 
cers and started to pick players from 
outside the ‘big four’ of Al Ittihad, 
Al Hilal, Al Nasr and Al Abli, 

‘The rewards were instant, with 
victory in the Arab Cup in late 
2002 followed in the second half 
of 2003 by an undefeated qualify- 
ing campaign for the Asian Cup, 
Then, in January 2004, came vic- 
tory in the Gulf Cup. 


Dutch coach Gerard van der Lem Is set to arrive in Aussie 
shores in August/September 


Socceroos 
face punishing 
training 
schedule 


occeroos assistant coach Graham Arnold says the 


players will endure punishing treining 
ahead of this weekend's friendly against the 


Netherlands in Rotterdam. 


Guus Hiddink is expected to 
push his Socceroos to the limit 


on the training track. 


training sessions 


The Socceroos, 
who — defeated 
Greece: 1-0 at the 
MCG on 
Thursday, will 
tune up for their 
opening World 
Cup match against 
Japan_on June 12 
with further 
friendlies against 


to 


the side's fitness 
would again be 
targeted this week. 
"We've got a full 
week together to 

the side 


2 prepare 
physically and tactically and the players will be punished a 


ydney FC will take its 
‘two “home” games in 
; ‘the 2006 Hyundai A- 
League Pre Season Cup to 
Wollongong and Canberra 
to give football fans in two 
of the biggest regional cen- 
tres in New South Wales 
the opportunity to see first 
class football. 

The defending Hyundai 
‘A-League Champions will 
play its round two Pre 
Season Cup match against 
the Newcastle 
Canberra Stadium, Canberra 
on July 22/23 and then travel 
WIN 
‘Wollongong for a clash with 
Perth Glory on August 5/6. 

‘The exact dates and kick 
off times will be announced 
in the near future when 
scheduling for both venues 

are confirmed. 


“We are delighted to 


Injured Socceroos 
recovering well 


Jets at 


Stadium, 


announce that Sydney FC 
will take its home games to 
Wollongong and Canberra,” 
said Sydney FC CEO Tim 
Parker. “Both areas have 
been very supportive of 
Sydney FC and we have 
been knocked out by the 
cooperation of the football 
communities and venues in 
‘Canberra and Wollongong. 

“The Pre Season Cup 
gives us the chance to expose s\ 
more people to the A-League \ 
and in particular Sydney FC. Wy 
Tt is a great chance for foot- 
all fans in Wollongong and 
Canberra to come along and__ 
watch the number one foot- 
ball team in Australia.” 

‘The decision to move the 
matches is designed to 
reward the multitude of foot- 
ball fans from regional areas 
starved of top level football 
and is in line with the 


from traditional 
grounds. 


Soccer 


Football Federation 
Australia’s stance of moving 
as many Pre Season Cup 
matches as possible away 


SYDNEY 
FC 


Wollongong and Canberra 
both have thriving football 
communities and also tasted 
high level football with 
teams in the old National 


Sydney FC's two “away” 


of matches during the Pre 
Season Cup will also be in 
Christchurch, New Zealand 
(New Zealand Knights) and 
the Gold Coast (Queensland 
Roar). 

Sydney FC stiker Saso 
Petrovski, who still lives in 
Wollongong, said the deci- 
sion to move games to 
regional areas would be very 
popular with locals. 

“[ think the people of 
Wollongong, and Canberra, 
will get right tehind it,” 
Petrovski said, “I know there 
are a lot of people in 
Wollongong who follow 
Sydney FC and they will be 
excited that we are playing at 
WIN Stadium. The same 
goes for Canberra. 

“T can't wait to play for 
Sydney FC in front of my 
family and friends at WIN 
Stadium.” 


home 


little bit again because then going into the Liechtenstein 
match, after that we've got five days before Japan and then 
welll taper off after the Liechtenstein game, but it is all about 
trying to increase their fitness," he said. 

Amold said all fit members of the squad would be consid- 
ered for the Dutch friendly. 

“[ think you'll see our strongest line-up on the field again, 
that's available. We don't have much time to experiment any 
more because these games are great preparation for the Japan 
game," he said, 

Meanwhile, the Japanese team has arrived in Germany 
confident of victory in the month-long footballing showcase. 

"We came to Germany to win,” said Japan's Brazilian 
coach Zico before his team left for their training base in the 
westem city of Bonn. 


jhe Socceroos have been 

boosted by good news on the 

injury front, with less than 
two weeks till the World Cup finals 
in Germany. 

Harry Kewell, John Aloisi and 
‘Tim Cahill missed the match against 
Greece last week but assistant coach 
Graham Amold says the trio should 
be fit for the toumament. 

“Timmy Cabill is fine,” he said. 

"(He] trained fully on the last day 
with the other group that didn't play. 
He'll be training fully when we get 
[there]. 
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"Aloisi is probably a day or two 
after that, 


Kewell stayed in England for treat- 
ment on a groin injury, but will joint 
the squad soon. 

"Harry's coming along quite frie,” 
Amold said 

"We'll have to see that when we 
get there because he hasn't done any- 
thing physically with the team for the 
five or six days that he missed here, 
so when we get there we'll know 
more." 


Syciney FC to play in Canberra and Wollongong 


If Sydney FC has home 
matches in the final two 
tounds of the Pre Season 
Cup, those games will be 
played in Wollongong and 
Campbelltown, in Sydney's 
south-westem fringe. 

The final two rounds of 
the Pre Season Cup will see 
four teams qualify for the 
semifinals and the other four 
teams to fight it out for 
places Sth through to 8th, 

The semi finals will be 
played on August 12/13 and 
if Sydney FC is the home 
team the game will be at 
WIN Stadium, The final of 
the Hyundai A-League Pre 
Season Cup will take place 
on the weekend of August 
19/20 and if Sydney FC is 
the host the game will be 
played at Campbelltown 
Sports Ground. 


Tim Cahill (right) celebrated with Archie Thompson after the win 
‘against Greece at the MCG. 


See ftustralia ey | 
Brazil in Germany, 


IN 2 fantastic trip to 
Munich to — see 
Australia play 


Brazil Live in the Allianz 
Arena for 2 people departing 
Australia on the 15/6/06. 

Included is 4 nights accom- 
modation on a twin share basis 
staying at the 4 star Munich 
Rivoli Hotel, 2 tickets to the 
Australia v Brazil game on 
18/6/06 in Munich and 2 
Economy class return airfares 
departing Melbourne on the 
15/6/06 flying Emirates. 

This is a chance of a lifetime 
to see our Socceroos play in the 
greatest sporting Event in the 
World, the World Cup, for the 
first time in 32 years. Help cel- 
ebrate this auspicious time in 
Australia’s football history by 
collecting one of these magnifi- 
cently presented “Official 
World Cup Commemorative 
Key Rings”, 

These beautifully presented 
articles and crafted especially 
to commemorate Australia 
qualifying for the World Cup 
for the first time in 32 years 
and are offered for show and 
use for all supporters. 


through his playing career, 
retirement and beyond. 
Johnay Warren's Football 
Mission screens on SBS TV, 
Thursday 15th June @ 
830pm. 

After an entire lifetime 
dedicated to what he called 
his "Mission", Johnny Warren 
became Australia's greatest 
football diplomat. His mis- 
sion was simple - to promote 
the World Game Down 
Under. By associating him- 
self longside migrants of all 
nationalities, he was a tue 
visionary in understanding 
how football could help 
bridge the cultural divides 
that so characterised post-war 
Australia. 

Johnny was one of the few 
who recognised Football as a 
universal language that could 
drag the country firmly into 
the global community. 

"Johnny Warren's Football 
Mission” is a passionate film 
about one of Australia’s great- 
est sporting ambassadors. 
Entertaining, informative and 
moving, it is a film that 
depicts Warren's life, from his 
early days growing up in 
working class ‘Botany in the 


Support Australia in the World Cup 2006 and 


see Australia play Brazil in Germany 


dared to choose football over 
tugby league, through to his 
illustrious 62 cap playing 
career both at his club St. 
George and as "Captain 
Socceroo". 

Tt reveals his devotion and 
influence on the sport he 
loved both at home and 
abroad. 

"Johnny Warren's Football 
Mission" features never 
before seen footage of classic 


south of Sydney where he Socceroo matches, including 


their first ever attempt to 
qualify for the 1966 World 
Cup, the stunning goal that 
clinched a place at the 1974 
World Cup and the heartbreak 
of defeat at the final hurdle 
against Iran in 1997, where 
Johnny famously wept live 
on national television. 
There are also key inter- 
views with Warren's old 
teammates, family, friends 
and football journalists, pro- 


Former Austreallan World Cup Captain: 
The late Johnny Warren 


ing insights into our hero's 
life. We see clips from 


Bobby Charlton and Hany 
Kewell whose appearances 
pay tribute to the global status 
Johnny Warren attained 
throughout his active life, 

Despite a glittering playing 
career, it was off the field that 
Johnny Warren had his great- 
est impact, As Chief Football 
‘Analyst on SBS television, 
his outspoken yet informed 
opinions won him credibility 
with the fans but did not 
always endear him to the 
often self-interested goyern- 
ing bodies. 

Johnny Warren was diag- 
nosed with lung cancer in 
2002. Not long before his 
death FIFA presented Warren 
with the FIFA Centennial 
Order of Merit for his ser- 
vices to the game in 
Australia. His fight against 
the disease became another 
"mission" and he fought it 
with the courage and dignity 
he displayed on the football 
pitch. He was the first sports- 
man to be given a full State 
funeral as nation moumed 
and realised just how-much 
the sport and his country is 
indebted to its favourite son. 


ABSW (@) 


These are a LIMITED 
EDITION article and are also 
a collectors item, Help sup- 
port Australia this World Cup 
by proudly showcasing your 
key ring in the green and gold 
colors and also haye a chance 
to WIN this magnificent trip of 
a lifetime. 

See  www.isma.au.com/ 
worldcupcompetition for 
details and terms and condi- 


tions or order by post by com- 
pleting the coupon on page one 
and mailing to: 


ISMA: 

GPO BOX 1201, 

ADELAIDE, 
SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA 

GOOD LUCK 

AND SEE YOU IN 

GERMANY!!! 


(see FRONT PAGE 
Advertisement 
World Cup Key- 
rings). 


WEEKLY 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


To Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
out every Tuesdays 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for 
$195 (GST incl) 
~~ overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to 
Australian and British Soccer Weokly at 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW 2037. 


MATCH REPORTS, 
A-LEAGUE NEWS 
AND LINE-UPS, 
SOCCEROOS NEWS, 
TRANSFER NEWS, 
CLUB INFO, 
WORLD ROUND-UP 


Including: 
Italian, UK, Spanish, Greek, German and World Results 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR $195 
COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


Subscription will be mailed by post - expect delays to occur 
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uus Hiddink is paid big 
bucks to make tough 
decisions. 

Few can be tougher than telling 
Tony Vidmar not to mingle with 
his former Socceroo teammates 
too much at the World Cup. 

‘An irregular heart beat that 
might prove fatal on the field at 
any time is not a normal circum- 
stance. 

It was that cruel discovery that 
forced Vidmar, 35, to pull out on 
the brink of the World Cup finals - 
the dream that had fuelled an 18- 
year career spanning four World 
Cup campaigns. 

But when so much is at stake 
there can be no distractions, not 
even when you are a former 
Socceroo captain. 

"Guus and Amie (assistant 
coach Grabam Amold) made a 
decision,” Vidmar said. 

"They felt it was in the best 
interests of the team and myself 
that I wasn't too much around the 
team (in Germany). 

"I can understand that. 


"OF course I'm disappointed, 
but the focus from (Thursday) 
night is on the team and the World 
Cup.” 

Vidmar, broken-hearted but not 
broken-spirited, has had a painful- 
ly difficult week in Melbourne, 
catching up with teammates he 
fully expected to be travelling to 
Germany with 

"Like everyone else they were 
in total shock (at the news of his 
heart problems),” Vidmar said. 

"They treat me as one of them, 
which is nice. 

"They tell me I'm still part of 
the team, which is nice to hear. 

"But I've got to deal with it. 

"Six months ago I was on top of 
the world; now it's been totally 
tumed upside down. 

"T have been with the national 
team for 15 years. 

"The national team has been my 
life. 

"But I have a girlfriend and two 
Kids. 

"You want to be part of them 
growing up. 


Tony Vidiwar Gollcty his thoughts diriag a wedi 
conference in Melbourne 


"In the'short term this is disap- - 
pointing, but there's a bigger pic- 
ture out there for me:" 

Vidmar believes his problem 
may have been caused by a freak 
training accident at his Dutch club 
Breda last month, when a team- 
mate's head crashed into his chest 


and left him winded for half a 
minute, 

At a routine FIFA examination 
the next day he felt short of breath, 
and tests showed there was a blood 
clot in his left coronary artery. 

"I was kind of playing with my 
life," he said. 


"I was told that if { continued to 
play football it could be fatal." 

Further tests in London and 
Melbourne confirmed the Dutch 
diagnosis. 

Vidmar will undergo an angio- 
plasty operation in London during 
the next fortnight. 

Doctors plan to insert a stint in 
the clogged artery to open it up 
and restore normal blood flow. 

Asked if he could play again, 
‘Vidmar replied: "They say it's pos- 
sible, but I turn 36 in July. 

"At times you are in denial, but 
maybe it (appearing at the World 
Cup finals) wasn't to be." 

Vidmar was outstanding in both 
of last November's qualifiers 
against Uruguay, and nervelessly 
Slotted home one of the penalties 
that secured Australia's passage to 
Germany. 

He described it as "payback 
time" for the devastation of four 
years earlier, when he trooped off 
the Estadio Centenario in 
Montevideo after the Socceroos 
were dumped 3-0 at the final qual- 


ifying burdle, 

"Tve got a lot of good memo- 
ries, and I played a part in us qual- 
ifying (this time)," seid the 
Adelaide-born defender, who par- 
ticipated in earlier World Cup 
campaigns with his brother 
Aurelio. 

"Maybe that's what it was all 
about - qualifying." 

He believes he will put himself 
through the pain and pleasure of 
watching the Socceroos in 
Germany. 

"T think I will be there in some 
capacity," he said, "but I don't 
know what." 

Vidmar managed one laugh 
when he said he would need to 
wear a heart monitor while watch- 
ing Australia's opening match 
against Japan on June 12, 

Otherwise it was a press confer- 
ence of unbroken sadness. 

Tt ended with the rare sight of 
journalists giving him a standing 
ovation, 

‘And he left in tears, just as he 
did in Montevideo five years ago. 


Krncevic puts hand 
up for Perth Glory job 


ddie Krncevic has 


new owners are finalised, Ishida, who made 16 


Rie) Bench role 


openly declared his 
interest in the Perth 
Glory coaching job. 

Krncevie is currently act- 
ing as football advisor to the 
New Zealand Knights and 
was recently in Perth check- 
ing on local talent. 

"Td love the job and if I 
did secure it, at least I'd be 
prepared for it," Kmcevic 
told the West Australian. 

Former Rangers, Everton 
and Tottenham captain 
Richard Gough has also’ 
applied for the position. 

Meanwhile, Hiroyuki 
Ishida has quit Perth Glory 
after pulling out of his three- 
year contract this week. 

Fugenie Buckley, the 
Football Federation 
Australia official acting as 
Glory project manager until 


Geoff Miles, 


paiga,” he said, 


Its great to see the strong Victorian 
presence in our national team and it was 
a big thrill for two of our players, 
Kristian Sarkies and Acrian Leijer, to be 
invited to join the squad for last week's 
Jead up to the game against Greece.” 
Viduka praised the football public in 
Victoria for the way they embraced the 
team in the inaugural A-League season, 


elbourne Victory CEO, 
presented 
Socceroos captain Mark 
Viduka his own Victory shirt prior to 
Australia's much anticipated friendly 
against Greece at the MCG last week, 
‘The Australian and Middlesbrough 
striker is the international ambassador 
of the Melbourne Victory, and Miles 
passed on best. wishes along with his 
thoughts on the Australian squad. 

"We congratulate Mark on the fantas- 
tic honour of leading ais country, and 
wish him, Archie and the team all the 
best for a successful World Cup cam- 


told the West Australian 
Ishida had decided to return 
to Japan after his loan stint 
with Malaysian side Johor. 


Eddie Kmcevic has 
stated his interest In 
the vacant Perth Glory 
coaching position 


Victory honours Viduka 


and urged fans to sign up for the upcom- 


ing year. 


said, 


"it's been great to see the Victorian 
public get right behind Melbourne 
Victory in their first season," Viduka 


"I'm sure Archie, Kevin (Muscat) 


Archie Thompson, Mark Viduka and Geoff Miles 


‘appearances and scored once 
last season, had cited uncer- 
tainty at Glory for his deci- 
sion to leave. 

Meanwhile, Perth Glory 
won't consider any deal with 
Kaiserslautem for midfielder 
Simon Colosimo. 

Buckley confirmed that 
Colosimo’s agent, Leo Karis, 
had inquired about handing 
the player a free transfer. 

"We have to go through 
the proper process. [ don't 
think it's appropriate to say a 
player can go for free when 
we don't know anything 
cu (the deal," Buckley 


rae says the FFA 
won't make a decision on 
Colosimo until 
Kaiserslautern make a for- 
mal approach. 


Aussie Ped] Bojic has a 
30% chance of staying 
in Spit ae due to visa 


and the boys will have a great season 
and T urge all Victory supporters to sign 
up as memt 

Both players got huge receptions 
when they took on the Greeks in their 
final 1-0 victory at the MCG last week. 
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heartbreak 


The 22-year-old has been 
offered a new deal to stay on 
at Sixfields but as he is not 
an international his chances 
of being granted a new visa 
are bleak. 

Bojic has made 81 senior 
appearances for Colin 
Calderwood's side since join- 
ing from Sydney Olympic 
two years ago, scoring six 
goa. 


*" *Pedj has got to apply for 


a working visa,” said 
Cobblers boss Colin 
Calderwood. 


"He doesn't get it under 
the normal terms, so he's had 
to go back with his contract 
offer and go down that road, 
Itis quite a big problem. 

"Tf he doesn't get a visa he 
can't work here, it's as simple 
as that. 

"He's got the offer of work 
in this country so now it's 
down to the immigration 
department's side of it. From 
absolutely no chance at the 
beginning of the year there 

ismow achance, so the sit- 
uation has got a little better. 

"He's not an intemational 
and that's the criteria to 
improve the football in this 
country. The fact that he's not 
a current Australian interma- 
tional makes it very difficult. 

"There's about a 30 per- 
cent chance welll keep him. 

"It's down to whoever is in 
charge of giving out the 
visas, and it's really just in 
their hands now.” 


oach Guns 


Hiddink is consid- 
ering using injured 


star Harry Kewell (pic- 
tured left) off the substi- 
tutes! bench for 
Australia's crucial World 
Cup opener against Japan 
in Germany next month. 

‘The Liverpool midfielder 
tore a groin muscle during 
the Reds' FA Cup final vic- 
tory over West Ham United 
earlier this month, which 
tuled him out of the clash 
against Greece last week, 

Kewell, one of Australia's few genuine world-class players, 
has remained in England for treatment with Australian and 
Liverpool tlub medical staff before linking up with the 
Socceroos at their training camp in the Netherlands on May 
21. 

Hiddink said he expected to meet with Kewell after the 
‘Australian squad flies into the Netherlands for an eight-day 
pre-World Cup camp, but he was preparing for contingencies, 

"I don't have any doubts about the (unnamed) player who 
will be his substitute,” Hiddink told a press conference here 
Wednesday. 

"[ didn't play Harry Kewell in the second play-off game 
from the start against Uruguay (in Sydney last November) 
because he was in same condition as he is now and was com- 
ing back from an injury. 

"So it might be possible that it might be part of the (Japan) 
game and not from the start. 

"It's difficult not having played full games end then com- 
ing into another very important game with just two or three 
full days’ training 

"It's alittle bit too early to judge now, we'll do that just after 
the Holland game." 

The Australians, preparing for theit first World Cup finals’ 
appearance in 32 years in Germany next month, take on the 
Dutch in Rotterdam on June 4 before a final warm-up match 
with Liechtenstein in Ulm, Germany, on June 7. 

Australia take on Zico's Japan in Kaiserslautern on June 12, 
in a match vital to both teams’ chances of progressing to the 
second round in the same group as five-times World Cup 
champions Brazil and 1998 World Cup semi-finalists Croatia. 


Greeks enjoy their holiday 


What a memorable week it was for the 
thousands of Greek fans. who wit- 
nessed their Euro Champs in action 
against the Socceroos at the MCG. 
The likes of Stelios Giannakopoulos, 
Angelos Charisteas, Georgios 
Samaras and a number of other Greek 
stars made the trek from Europe but 
were their minds set on the friendly 
clash was the big question everyone 
was asking? 

Many Greek fans felt angered and 
upset that the Greeks took it too easy 
against the Australians and showed up 
with a poor display. 

The Greek side spent a week riding on 
huge festivities set out by the local 
community in Melbourne but close 
sources have stated that maybe the 
side were "too partied" out for the 
match against the Roos last Thursday. 


Greek fans upset 


A number of Greek fans were left 
frustrated and upset after the 1-0 loss 
to the Socceroos last week but not just 
on the result itself. 

At the conclusion of the match, only 3 
players in Samaras, Giannakopoulos 
and Nikopolidis acknowledged the 
huge Greek crowd on hand while the 
rest walked off at full-time. 


Hiddink to give Covic a go 


Guus Hiddink will continue to experi- 
ment his goalkeepers by stating that 
he will give third string shotstopper 
Ante Covic a run in either the 
‘Netherlands or Liechtenstein match. 
Hiddink gave Zeljko Kalac the green 
Tight against the Greeks and although 
he was not called upon many times, a 
few timely errors via dropped balls 
worked against ‘Spider’ 

Close sources have stated that Mark 
Schwarzer is expected to start against 
Japan but Coyic could well be the 
dark horse under the Hiddink regime. 


State of Origin? 


Ttscems as though the Socceroos pop- 
ularity has put a major dent in the cur- 
rent State of Origin Rugby League 
series between NSW and Queensland. 
Sydney’s Telstra Stadium still had a 
number of tickets up for grabs and 
with the Leegue series usually a 
packed house, it was a shade of what 
it was a few years back. 

The sleeping giant of sport in 
Australia known as our very own 
football seems to haye cut crowds for 
not just League, but AFL and also 
Rugby Union. 


Kewell links up with Socceroos 


Injured Socceroos striker Harry 
Kewell has joined up with his team- 
mates at their training camp in the 
Netherlands, confident he will be ft 
for the start of next month's World 
Cup finals in Germany. 

Kewell missed Australia’s 1-0 win 
over European champions Greece in 
Melboume on Thursday to remain in 
England for treatment on his injured 


groin. 
The Liverpool striker will also miss 
this week's friendly against Holland 
and possibly the final warm-up 
against Liechtenstein, but expects to 
be ready for Australia's opening 
World Cup Group F match against 
Japan on June 12. 

"The injury is not ideal but I am 
expecting to be back and ready in time 
for the tournament,” Kewell said. 
"I'm so cisappointed that I couldn't get 
back to Melbourne for the game 
against Greece but it was out of my 
control. 

"I now haye to focus on what is with- 
in my control, and that's working 
hard.” 

Australia play defending champions 
Brazil in their second pool match 
before tackling Croatia in what is 
looming as one of the toughest groups 
of the tournament, 

"People might say that the Brazil 
game is the biggest but this is a World 
Cup where all three group games are 
important," Kewell said. 

"To me, Japan and Croatia are just as 
big. We need to win, or at least not 
lose. 

"It's great being in a group where all 
the matches have something at stake 
and where each team, if they have a 
good day, can win. 

"Our first aim is to beat Japan, then a 


Socceroos settle into Dutch camp 


‘The Socceroos have settled into their pre-World 
Cup camp in the Netherlands where they are 
training ahead of this weekend's practice match 
against the Dutch in Rotterdam. 

Injured Liverpool star Harry Kewell has joined 
the squad and is expected to resume full training 
later this week. 

Assistant coach Johan Neeskens says he and 
coach Guus Hiddink will be concentrating on 
fine-tuning and fitness work in the wake of the 1- 
0 win over Greece in Melbourne last week. 

"I think we have enough time to get fitter and 
work out some things that can be better but this 
team is capable of doing that, they have shown 
that in the past and we are very confident," he 
said. 

Neeskens said the huge crowd which cheered the 
Socceroos at the MCG would have given the side 
a taste of what to expect next month in Germany. 
"That was exceptional for a friendly game - 
95,000 is something unbelievable, I never saw 


that before," he said. 

"They played at home against Uruguay and there 
were 80,000 and the way the people cheered, well 
that is what they can expect every game here in 
Germany." 


Best of friends: Greece’s Giourkas Seitaridis (left) 
exchanges jerseys with Australia’s Stan Lazaridis 


dressin 


by Mark 


9g 


soreuts Sheds 


Giraldi set for Adelaide 


Adelaide United are set to close the signing of youngsters 
Dez Giraldi and Jason Spagnuolo. 

‘The Advertiser says Giraldi, 20, is waiting to be released 
‘by Empoli on a possible one-year loan deal as a United 
under-20 squad member. 

The 185cm striker has been training with the Reds squad 
for the past two weeks while Spagnuolo, 21, eared his 
stripes after an impressive short-term Joan stint last sca- 
son. 

Meanwhile, Perth Glory veteran Bobby Despotovski 
could be playing in Adelaide this season with the striker 
in talks with White City. 


World Sport Group rethinks Perth Glory bid 


World Sport Group are rethinking their bid for Perth 
Glory's A-League licence, 
president Seamus O'Brien admits there are con- 
cems over going into a loss-making venture for the media 
jants, 


giants. 
"At the end of the day, you are evaluating taking a loss- 
making venture off their hands,” O'Brien told the West 
Australian. 

"We are now just considering whether we want to do that. 
‘You've got to look at it in a calm and rational way." 

He said WSG, which has close ties with the Asian 
Football Confederation and helped develop the Asian 
Champions League, had been informed only last week 
that it would have to follow an application process, but 
felt the company already had a "reasonable grip" on what 
was required. 

"We are not going into this blind. We want to lift up every 
stone and see what crawls out," O'Brien said. "But the 
time barrier is one of the big disadvantages to the whole 
process.” 

Along with WSG, a rival local consortium, headed by 
Tom Galopoulos and Argentine legend Gabriel Batistuta, 
is also in the frame for Glory's licence. 


Sermanni delighted 


Matildas coach Tom Sermanni was full of praise for his 
squad's tough 2-1 victory over Mexico at the MCG last 
week stating that this was a terrific result for the squad. 

"Yeh, it’s always good to win. I am delighted, particular- 
ly in the second half, with the way they came back. 

"T thought we started a little bit sluggish in the first half 
and Mexico made life difficult for us by playing deep and 
playing lots of players behind the ball. 

“They also had some good-skilful players to hit us on the 


"That was a good experience for us to play teams that 
play like that. I think the second half we stepped up a 
level and came back into the game and it was good to 
come back from behind and win,” he added. 


‘Neeskens wants Australia job 


Johan Neeskens has declared he wants to continue with 

Australia after the World Cup. 

The former NEC Nijmegan coach joined coach Guus 

Hiddink’s staff last year and chose to tum down an offer 

to follow him to Russia after the World Cup to stay free 

for Australia. Neeskens told the Daily Telegraph "Tm 
ery pleased fo work with this Australian team. "Graham 

[Amiold’ did’a good joo in Bahrain and 1 alto spent nine 

days with the Olympic team in Vietnam. 

"Thave no future commitments and I would like to con 


Short and Sweet 


tinue with Australia. If they want me, I want them but it's 
not up to me, it's up to the board." 


Jones sticks with Australia 


Middlesbrough goalkeeper Brad Jones has pledged his 
future to Australia, despite being snubbed for next 
month's World Cup. 
The Perth-bom goalkeeper said he had no-intention of 
tuming his back on Australia and revealed that as a 17- 
year-old he rejected an opportunity to play for an England 
youth team against Luxembourg because he felt so 
strongly about the country of his birth. 
"I'd already made that decision (about wanting to play for 
Australia) and I'm not going to change my mind," Jones, 
who is in Perth on a holiday, told the West Australian. 
"By next year, I will hold passports for three countries 
(Australia, England -and France) but I'm Australian. 
"Having not been in any of the camps I didn't expect to be 
picked. 
Thue it was disappointing not being given a chance to 
even train in front of him." 


Addaide Utd won't rush marquee signing 


Adelaide United coach John Kosmina isn't panicking 
over his squad building for next season. 

Kosmina won't rush into a decision over a replacement 
for last season's marquee player Shenquing Qu. 

"You can dive in, you can panic," Kosmina told The 
Advertiser. 

"We'te probably the most stable club in the competition 
and I think people lose sight of just how important that is. 
“Teams and clubs in particular need stability and we've 
got that on and off the field. 

*A lot of other clubs dumped a lot of players, we didn't. 
"I'm really happy with the balance of the squad at the 
moment. 

"] thought about where we needed to strengthen and 
hopefully what will come out on August 25 when we kick 
off the season will be enough to get us that step further." 
Kossie added: "I'm in no hurry at the moment (to sign a 
marquee player), we've got a bit of time up our sleeves. 
"We have to have a good look around rather than rush in. 
"We need a striker, that's the biggest thing that we want. 
"But having said that, I'm pretty much prepared to cer- 
tainly go into the cup competition a man short." 


Aussie Spy in Holland 


Even though he just missed out on a place in the World 
Socceroos squad, striker Brett Holman has still man- 

aged to get himself a gig with the side. 

A Dutch media outlet has given Holman the role of giv- 

‘ing its readers and viewers the latest news on the 

Socceroos camp whilst their time in the Netherlands. 


McGrath not homesick 


Contrary to what ‘The Couch’ said in last week’s ABSW 
about promising 14-year old Brent McGrath being home- 
sick during his trials in Denmark with Brondby, close 
sources to the “Shed” stated that it was the total opposite. 
McGrath enjoyed his time in Denmark and the exp 

also which could well see the Westfields Sports stu- 
dent hitting a’specific European club in the not too distant 

future. 


McGrath is currently playing his football with NSW 
Winter Super League outfit Sydney Wanderers 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY —MAY 30, 2006 


result against Brazil would be good, 
and then beat Croatia." 


Kim Beazley praises Socceroos 


Federal Opposition Leader Kim 
Beazley has sent his best wishes to the 
World Cup-bound Socceroos. 

"Il was delighted to attend the 
Socceroos game and to see the great 
skill with which we approach our punt 
for the World Cup," Mr Beazley told 
reporters, 

"IT believe they will do us proud. 
“The Greek game was an example of 
how well they're going to do in the 
yery formidable competition that they 
find themselves in." 


Vieri keen on U.S. move 


Amidst reports that Christian Vieri 
was linked to a possible move to A- 
League side Sydney FC has come the 
news that the former Italian striker has 
hinted his desire to play in the Major 
Soccer League in the U.S. 

With his own fashion label being pro- 
moted in the United States, that is part 
of the reason why Vieri would like to 
play in the MLS. 

In what would be an exciting coup for 
the Australian game, it’s unltely that 
the fornter Fairfield man will link up 
with the Blues especially considering 
the fact that Sydney lost up to $3mil- 
lion during its debut season. 


Gough interested in Glory 


Former Scotland and Rangers defend- 
er Richard Gough has confirmed he is 
interested in the vacant coaching posi- 
tion at A-League club Perth Glory. 
Gough, who currently resides in San 
Diego, is a close friend of Glory tech- 
nical manager Mich d'Avray, having 
grown up together in South Africa. 
And the former Rangers, Scotland and 
Everton captain said after a conversa- 
tion with his childhood friend, he had 
decided to throw his hat into the ring. 
"T made a phone call to (Mich) ... I 
spoke to him three or four days ago, 
and maybe he mentioned it to some- 
one, you know how football rumours 
go on," Gongh told Southem Cross 
Radio in Perth. 

"I said to Mich ... it would, be some- 
thing that would interest me, so I sent 
my CV to the gentleman in Sydney 
who asked for it, and they were going 
to hand it on to the Australian federa- 
tion.” 


Griffiths to reject Jets 


Leeds United striker Joel Griffiths is 
expected to reject an offer from 
Newcastle Jets. 

Sources close to Griffiths indicate the 
former Neuchatel Xamax forward is 
determined to play on in England after 
fighting for so long to break into the 


Socceroo Mile Sterjovski’s name has 
been hinted as a possible target for the 
Jets squad. 


Butcher secks Motherwell 
partnership 


Sydney FC boss Terry Butcher hopes 
to continue to help old club 
Motherwell by establishing a partner- 
ship between the two teams. 

"The dream of everyone connected 
with the club is to build a proper infra- 
structure and T'd love to send some 
young lads over to Motherwell to give 
them experience," he said. 

"From what I've seen already, there 
are definitely quite a few players who 
would be good enough to do a job in 
the SPL." 


State League contracts toughen up 


State league competitions from across 
Australia have toughened up on its 
contracts on lening players go for the 
Ad Sree rire 

tts ‘beloved! that players who have 
already won themselves deals in next 
year’s A-League will need to play out 
their entire seasons with their respec- 
tive club before jumping ship to the 
elite competition. 

Close sources to ABSW have stated 
that there were too many issues last 
year iivolving a number of players 
who's unhappy state league clubs felt 
the pressure of losing them to A- 
League sides during their season. 


(@) ABSW: 
fof 


oar keen on Redd 


ueensland Roar confirmed 


former Wollongong Wolves player 


‘Uruguayan is still playing so he cannot 


Farina’s | brush with Beckham 


that they have received a pro- under Theos at the time. come for a trial, however his club 
posal from the Neweastle Jets Meanwhile Bleiberg admits he breaks for the World Cup in the first 
‘unsettled goalkeeper Liam doesn't know if Patrick Suffo will week of June. 
Reddy. accept terms, "There are another three rounds to 
Reports in yesterdays Daily __‘Roarhave been waiting on an answer _g0,0ifI go to Brazil Ill try to catch the v 
Telegraph suggested that Reddy would from the Cameroon international striker _ last few of those games over there.” st bowed : me aga 
be on his way to Queensland Roar in a ‘over by furious Becks as "It was benoit to just massive in itself," 


swap deal with current keeper Tom 
Willis, but Coach Miron Bleiberg 
poured cold water on the idea, 

“We read about this speculation in 
the newspaper then we rectived a phone 
call and an offer from Newcastle Jets 
regarding Liam Reddy and Tom Willis, 
but Tom has indicated to us that he 


Motherwell boss: McDonald 
won't go cheaply 


wishes to stay at the club. ‘otherwell boss and England are his targets. 

“He (Willis) has a contract and with Maurice Malpas "He is adamant that he 
us and we have every intention of hon- striker wants to leave and he made 
ouring his arrangement with the club. Scott McDonald to start ‘his mind up five or six weeks 
‘We will not accept a swap deal because the season at Fir Park. 


‘we want to be professional and loyal to 


‘The Aussie handed in his 


ago. 
"T's purely a professional 


our players. That is our position,” transfer request last week matter and bas nothing to do 

Bleiberg said. and Malpas told BBC Sport: with Terry Butcher) leaving 
Reddy was on the cards of leaving "We expect Scott to be play- or Maurice taking over.” 

the Jets for quite some time now ever ing next season. Butcher agreed a move to 


Liam Reddy: On his way to the Queensland Roar? 


since the club appointed Nick Theos as "If he performs then bids Sydney FC last week but 
it's new manager for the season, may come in, but he will not McDonald, who failed to 
Both Reddy and Theos had a fall-out fora month and Bleiberg told the club's Bleiberg also confirmed that he will | go cheaply. make his country's World 
during their time at Parramatta Power website: "We're not waiting - if we get more than likely start the season with a "Motherwell have put a ‘Cup squad, is not looking for 
thus prompting speculation that he was surprised that's good but if not well 19 man squad. lot of hard work into him and a return to his homeland. 
set to leave the club as soon as possible. keep marching on, We are now looking _ "We will probably still start with 19. | we think it is fair that he Back in hometown 
Reddy had a sterling season with the at an experienced Brazilian striker and ‘That way if we find weaknesses in cer- } gives something back to the Melbourne, McDonald had 
Jets last year and was rated as one of the also a Uruguayan who is currently play- tain positions we can use the transfer club.” his agent make his transfer 
best of the year, ing for a prominent club in Uruguay's window and try to fix them up. The Malpas has not been able Aussie striker Scott —_ request last week to Well 
If Reddy parts, the Jetshave said that top division." vacant spots will be for local Australian } to contact McDonalé, who is McDonald wants out of chief Stewart Robertson. 
they will look to sign current Oldham He added: "If it goes ahead, the players,” he said. holidaying in Australia. Motherwell ‘McDonald told tribalfoot- 
keeper Les Pogliacomi, who was alsoa Brazilian will be flown in but the MeDonald, who has been puch up a couple of notches Palllcom: "I have absolutely 


loved the last two and a half 
years at Motherwell, Terry 
Butcher and Maurice Malpas 
"Thon has beer goatinu- HAV€ helped me enormously 
ous interest in Scott overthe (© get my career back on 
past 12 months and Scotland °K: 


Aloisi reveals 


at Fir Park for two-and-2- 
half years, is best known for 
the two late goals that dra- 
matically denied Celtic the 
2004/05 league title. 

"Scott feels he needs 1 


in terms of challenging him- 
self," the player's agent, Lou 
Sticca, told BBC Sport. 


HAPPY TO BE HOME 


By Michelle Fowler 


“I've definitely deen Queensland Roar’s new promises Queensland fans 


around but this is fantastic recruit believes that the that they will be the ones . 
ndrew Packer is I’vebeenwaitingalongtime revamped squad will make a singing afterwards at the Ade | a ide U, 
home — where the forthis. significant impact in the pub. 
sun shines, fhe  “Tthink I'll fitin well, as upcoming Hyundai A- "It willl be a Queensland 
limate is perfect and his I've played here before in the League season after just win for ure, a slight win, but 
new team reigns and it's all state league and know quite missing out on the finals last that’s all you need.” ta | k. S 
ong overdue according to few of the guys through time around, 
the experienced midfield other teams, so I’m happy to. “We can win definitely. 


utility. be back” “The club has improved 
the squad from last season 
and really they were only 
one game short of being in 
the finals - this season will 
be bigger and better, 

“They were timing their 
run well and had the season 
been a few games longer 
they would have gotten into 
the finals and done very 


a) 
John Aloisi has been 
linked with a move to 

Adelaide United 
laves striker John 
Aloisi has revealed 
he's set for talks 

with Adelaide United. 
Aloisi has a year left on 

his Alaves contract, but is 

reluctant to play in the 


Lazaridis makes 
Perth Glory first-choice 


tan Lazaridis' first-choice is Perth 


well.” Glory as he prepares to return to | Segunda Liga next season. 
in Australian football. Jn Melbourne —_ for 
The first game in the ior | ees distor 
Hyundai A-League Pre- The released Birmingham City wingers | Australia's World Cup 


preparations, Aloisi told The 


business manager, Paul Tombides, told the 
Advertiser: “There's a few 


Season Cup sees Queensland 
Australian: ‘I'm also in'talks with Sydney 


Roar take on last. years 


i i ! is | _ things floating around. 
champions Sydney FC on FC this week, but Stan's preference at this 2 x ‘ 
the Gold Coast and Packer is Stage is to sign with Perth. EL vow oss (Adelaide 
een to face-off with his for- "He began is playing careerin the WA | Usiled coach John Kosmina) 


‘wants to have a word to me 
this week. 

"I'm not too sure what he 
wants to Say or tell me. I 
really don't know myself 
what I want to do. Who 
‘knows what's around the cor- 
ner?" 


It will be a fitting time if 


mer club, 

“T think it’s great, it'll be a 
good test for us straight 
away. 

“Tt also gives me an 
opportunity to see the guys 
and have a match against 
them but there will be no ani- 
mosity because we left on 


League with Kingsway Olympic and is 
without doubt the West's greatest export. 
"Wester Australia has produced the 
likes of Shaun Murphy, Chris Coyne, 
Richard Garcia and Brad Jones, but Stan 
has without doubt been the best." 
Lazaridis riddled out a move to 
Adelaide United where many pundits 


thought he was set to move to. Aloisi agrees to the Reds as 
eh pee meee The Newoaste United Jets are also said | _itwill give hin the chance to 
winning the grand x ae icant iu 
final together.” ; fo be out of the race in signing the} play alongside his brother 
Andrew Packer was delighted with his move to the But while Packer believes Stan Lazaridis is bellevedtobe —_Socceroo. and skipper of the club Ross. 


Sunshine Coast it will be 2 mail-biter, he folaing Rent Glory 
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Socceroo great 
Ray Richards believes 
in Aussie glory 


By Joe Russo 


ay Richards is a Socceroo. great 

and a player who would have 

the national team in virtu- 

ally any era. Recently in Sydney 

Richards, and most of his former team- 

mates from the 1974 Socceroos, 

Australia’s first team to qualify for a 

World Cup, got together to launch the 

biography of their former coach Rale 
Rasic. 


The team was generously sponsored by 
corporate giant Gillette and Richards dis- 
cussed that event, the °74 Socceroos and 
the current Socceroos, in an extensive inter- 
view with the Sunday Night Soccer radio 
program. 

“Gillette came to the fore some time 
ago,” he said. “Rale [Rasic] was talking 
with them and they really came good and 
got the boys together. 

“Tt’s the first time that we really had the 
majoriy of the boys together. The NSW 
boys get together quite ofien and some of 
the Melbourne boys come through to our 
reunions, but this time we had pretty well 
everybody, 

“There were only a couple of absentees 
this tine, including the two players that 
we've lost [the late Jimmy Mackay and the 
Tate Johnny Warren}.” 

“Twouldn’t swap my time for anything. 
The group of players we had and still have 
are a family. 

“We bonded when we went to Vietnam 
at the height of the war and we played in 
Saigon and there was a riot; we bonded 
when We went into Korea when there was a 
curfew; and we bonded when we went into 
the Philippines when there was curfew. 

“These different things really brought us 
together and held us together as a group, 
This current squad is man for man a better 
team, but I still believe that ‘74 will always 
be our Lest team — not as far as performance 
goes but as far as overall mateship.” 

With the 2006 World Cup just around the 
comer it will be a special time for Richards 
and his fellow Socceroos of 1974 because 
they too qualified for a World Cup in 
Germary. Ironically, it’s the same country 
that will host the Socceroos on the world 
stage for the second time in our history. 

“It's fabulous for the game here and it’s 
fabulous for the country as a whole because 
there is no bigger sporting event in the 
world,” Richards proudly told listeners. 

“You can put the Olympic Games, the 
Commonwealth Games and the whole box 
and dice into one box, and it still wouldn’t 
‘measure up to the soccer World Cup.” 

Inevitably Richards is regularly asked 
his opinion on the 2006 Socceroos and to 
make some sort of comparison between his 
team of 32 years ago and the current 
Socceroos. 

“This team is a fully professional side 
and by that I mean the actual time 
involved,” the former Marconi star said. 
“Having said that, I don’t think that this 
team is any more professional than we were 


and T always say that professionalism does- 
n't come with money. Professionalism 
comes with attitude. 

“We were part timers in "74. We were 9 
to 5 workers who then became soccer play- 
ers from 6pm onwards. 

“For these boys it’s their bread and but- 
ter and I believe that we can hold our own 
this time around. I'd be very surprised, not 
disappointed because I know how big their 
task is, if we didn't move on to the second 
round this time. 

“If you take into consideration that when 
‘we went in ’74 we went as one team in a 
total of 16; this time we're going as one in 
32. So for these boys to basically get 


they get on a roll, they are very hard to stop. 

“I think the best time to get Brazil is as 
eacly as you can in the tournament. I know 
We are getting them in the second round, 
but it’s still one game more than I would 
have liked.” 

Richards was asked about the magnitude 
of playing in a World Cup from a player’s 
Perspective and to highlight to listeners 
‘What the Socceroos will face. 

“T don’t think they will really grasp the 
magnitude of the task and the event until 
they step out onto the grass in Germany,” 
he said, “When they stand there and they 
play the national anthem it will bring back 
November to them, that fabulous night that 


than represent Australia in the World Cup, 
but I think he'll appreciate just how great a 
feeling itis and J think he’s come to realise 
that now,” the always straightforward 
Richards told listeners. 

“Harry was only on for half a game [in 
the FA Cup final] and his contribution was- 
n't that substantial but, by the same token, 
you don’t know what task he was asked to 
do. 


“It’s easy to be an armchair critic and say 
“he should have done this’ or ‘he should 
have done that’. I am not privy to any tacti- 
cal instructions given to him, but I was dis- 
appointed with Harry in the FA Cup final. 

“[ think he’s a fabulous player, but my 


“I don’t think that this team is any more 
professional than we were and I always say that 
professionalism doesn’t come with money. 
Professionalism comes with attitude.” 


? 

— Ray Richards 
through to the second round is basically everybody saw here in Sydney: when we query in the past has always been with his 
where we were at in 1974.” got through against Uruguay.” commitment to the Green and Gold and not 


Australia's major obstacle in the Group 
phase is arguably Brazil and many pundits 
have already dismissed Australia's chances 
in this game, However, this is not the cave 
for Richards. 

“Thave high hopes for them,” he said.“ 
know it might sound silly, but I would have 
liked to have faced Brazil in the first match 
because they are the type of team that, if 


Over the years Richards has been 
involved in some verbal sparring through 
the media with Harry Kewell. In recent 
times, however, it appears that those days 
are part of the distant past as the entire 
nation gets behind Kewell & co in 
Germany. 

“Harry always said that he would much 
prefer to win a medal with Liverpool rather 

—- 


his ability.” 


be no easy encounter. Richards was asked 
his opinion on Australia’s first match. 
“Tbelieve we have the physical strength 


“Wovercome Japan, but thea you look back 


at the last World Cup with them and Korea 


Ray Richards was part of the first ever Socceroos side to have qualified for a World Cup in 
Germany way back in 1974 


“One only has to hope that they have not 
moved too far forward since the last World 
Cup because if they have, then we are 
going to have our work cut out, 

“T still believe that with Guus [Hiddink] 
at the helm, and with his knowledge and his 
understanding, we are in with a very big 
chance against Japan, 

“We must get maximum points and a 
Solid viciory against Japan to really put us 
in the right frame of mind for the next big 
one against Brazil.” 

And what does he think about the 23 
man squad that Australia has selected? 
Some eyebrows were raised by the surprise 
inclusions of Joshua Kennedy and Mark 
Milligan, but Richards believes that assis- 
tant Australia coach Graham Amold may 
have beea very influential in the selections 
of some of the fringe players. 

“We all expected that Guus would stick 
‘by what he’s had and maybe bring in a cou- 
ple of fringe players. However, I don’t 
think that Guus has had a lot to do with 
these couple of bolter selections because I 
don’t believe he would have seen that much 
of them.” 

He also took the chance to acknowledge 
the personal tragedy of a heart condition 
which has ruled out one of the great war- 
tiors of our national team Tony Vidmar. 

“You can only feel for Tony [Vidmar] 
after all these years,” Richards said. “T 
think everybody remembers Tony's face 
after the Urguay game in Montevideo in 
2001. Tony was devastated. 

“To finally reach that goal and then have 
that dream taken away from you, is just 
devastating and one can only really feel for 
him? 

‘The final question posed to Richards was 
whether or not he believed that Graham 
Amold was the logical successor to take 
‘over from Hiddink after the World Cup? 
Somewhat surprisingly he believed that 
Bora Milutinovic, who coached Mexico 
(86), Costa Rica (90), USA (94), Nigeria 
(98) and China (02), five different nations 
to five consecutive World Cups, should be 
the man appointed to take over the reigns of 
the national team. 

“I think we should look overseas,” he 
clearly stated. “T have no bones with Amie, 
but I'm of the belief that when you're 
somebody's assistant you make a pact. 

“T think Frank Farina made a pact that if 
they didn’t get through to the World Cup 
then they [Farina and Amold] would move 
on. They didn’t make the World Cup in 
2001 and they didn’t move on — neither of 
them. 

“When Frank got the chop last yéar, I 
believe that Arnie should have gone with 
him and, no, I don’t believe that Amie is the 
man to take over the national team. 

“I would like to sce us get Bora 
Milutinovic; I think he’s a fabulous coach 
and mentor,” he concluded. 

Sunday Night Soccer is on radio 98.5 
FM in Sydney every Sunday at 10.00pm. 
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@&) apsw 
Knights sign |.) © Il Brazilians join 


winger Buari 


= 
gk am the hottest 
‘ew Zealand Knights Accra, Ghana, and made Since then the versatile : ‘ t gam e in town 
N= confirmed the three appearances in the Buari has had a spell with 


signing of former English Premier League with Conference side Woking on 
Fulham player Malik Fulham before leaving the non-contract terms, and 
Buari, club in May 2005 due to Knights football manager 

Buari, 22, was bor in injury Paul Nevin says he expects 
the player to prove a hit in 
the A-League. 

"Malik is a very athletic 
player, one who can do a job 
virtually anywhere on the 
park for me. He prefers wide 
right or left and can play up 
front but will fit in according 
to our needs at any given 


which looks even more rele- our membership packages 
New Victory stars: Fred (left) and Ctaudinho (right) vant with the aval of Fred for the upcoming season,” 
arrive in Melbourne. and Claudinho. Miles said, “We're sure our 
“The arrival of our fans will continue their great 
s : Brazilian recruits and the support of the club at the 
Merrick expects th : Pl 
ave RIGen started? thes” jing (eeesiodaty"ToddeRoad _- Colmcides with theliamch of 


GenininteALase mmm | CHIPPERFIELD 


at training with its ‘new players were Merrick and 


members. Football Operations EYE fi = LE U 
26 year old Fred and 24 Manager Gary Cole, Victory 


year old Claudinho were Director Anthony Di Pietro 


elbourne ney, Victory coach Emic 


time,” Nevin told the club's | ‘clayed in Sydney by cus- and new club CEO Geoff ‘orld Cup-bound midfielder Scott Chipperfield 

official website. cas (CibicaloialLanted in aphilea? has revealed his desire to return to the Hyundai 
"Thankfully for us he has} Melbourne an hour an abalf Miles was delighted not | A-League after his current deal with Basel 

grasped this opportunity to | after their scheduled arrival. just with the arrival of the | ¢*piresin two years time, Pe 

play inthe A-League before | However, this did not deter players but also with the | _ Chipperficlé, curently 30, believes he will still have plen- 

retuming tothe English foot- | the hardy supporters who turnout of supporters atthe | 1Y 10 offer ai 32, and says he would like to give something 


ball league, where I'm sure 


Sermon hae back to Australian football by returning to the fledgling 
be is more than capable of | ‘Aino See 


aizport. 2 
Airport to catch a first “I'm delighted to wel- | domestic Teague. ki 
slimpse of their new heroes. come Fred and Claudinho to | __“T've got two more years with Basel, 'm happy there and 
The players were accom- Melboume Victory,” he said. | MOY MY football there but I'll be 32 when that finishes, so 
panied by their agent Marcio “It’s also terrific to see so | maybe Fil get one or two years in the A-League," he said. 
Bitencourt and former South many passionate fans pro- 'You've got players 34, 35, still playing strong, welll see 
Melboume player Steve vide such an enthusiastic | how things go.” Fae tea 
Panopoulos, who now calls welcome at Tullamarine for | One of the key objectives of the competition at its incep- 
Brilenes the players” arrival. tion was to attract Australian players back towards the end 
Bitencourt, acting as a “The players certainly | their careers. F Stee 
translator for the players, looked overwhelmed by the |, The return of a player of Chipperfield's quality would be a 
spoke of theit enthusiasm at response. J think it was total- big feather in the cap for the national league, and he could be 
joining Melboume Victory. ly unexpected for them. the first of many of the overseas-based stars in the World Cup 
“Both players are very “Their credentials as play- | Squad of 2006 to return. 
excited to be here,” ers in Brazil are outstanding 
Bitencourt said upon arrival and we look forward to the 
at Tullamarine. contribution they will make 
“The largest newspaper in to our team this season. 
Brazil wrote a feature about “On the back of Archie 
the boys coming to Australia returning to play with us, the 
hefore they left, so there is a support up front from Fred 
Jot of interest in the league and Claudinho augurs well 
and in Melboume Victory, for an exciting season at 
“It’s been along flight for Melbourne Vietory.” 
allof us. For Claudinho, he Miles took the opportuni- 
lefthome on Thursday mom- ty of the Brazilians’ arrival 
ing at 9am and had to travel to announce the launch of 
by bus for 7 hours and get Melbourne Victory’s 
connecting flights as well, so 2006/07 membership pack- 
for him it’s been even ages, Themembership theme 
longer.” this season is “it’s the hottest 
Despite the arduous jour- game in town”, a slogan 


World Cup in 2008, it was 
amounced. 

The Victorian State Government has 
formed a partnership with The Big Issue 
magazine and will hid against Switzerland, — representabi 
Homeless World Cup,* he said. 

‘This year's tournament is being held in 
Cape Town, South Africa at the end of 


‘September. 
Last years evont in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Minister for Commanities John Thwaites altructed more than 20 teams and wus won 
says Melboume’s sereet soccer program will by Italy, with Australia seventh. 


Skoko sings 
midfield's praises 


occeroo Josip Skoko that the competition for national level," he said. 

says Australia’s mid- places in the starting side "You've got the best 23 

field is the best it has was intense. players available for your 
ever been in the lead-up to "It's normal isn't it? That _ country so everyone's fight- 
next month's World Cup happens at our club so that ing fora spot. It's all friendly 


Scott Chipperfield will return to play in the 
A-League in two years tlme after hls contract 
expires at Basel 


‘ewly-installed Socceroos cap- 
tain Mark Viduka says loyalty 
to coach Guus Hiddink will 

inspire players to "die for the team" 

at the World Cup in Germany. 


Hiddink believes the first groap 
match against Asian rivals Japan in 
Kaiserslautern on June 12 looms as the 
most crucial. 

"In the Japan game Australia will go 


finals in Germany. happens, obviously, at inter- rivalry though.” "T look at football management in for the win, but we must not lose the 
‘Skoko said the Socceroos’ two parts. The first is man-management game," he said. 

midfield was world class. and the second is the on-the-field stuff, "That does not mean you must 
"I think we've got a lot like tactics," Viduka said. always think defensively. If you can go 

more depth and variety,” he "When it comes to man-management, for a win against Japan you are half way 

pointed out. Tre never dealt with a person who has (to qualifying for the second round).* 
"The midfielders we've the type of ability to be able to get every Hiddink is also not raling out upset- 


single player, even those on the bench, 
to be 100 per cent willing to go out and 
die for the team." 


ting five-time champions and toumna- 
ment favourites Brazil. 
"When you have the spirit of this 


got now are more modem 
and they've got a lot more 
mun in them and J think the 


skill level's definitely higher Viduka's elevation to the captaincy Australian team on the pitch you might 

so | think the quality's much was one of Hiddink’s first moves in his have a chance to win,” he said. 

higher.” campaign to break an Australian World "They never give up. They go for %) 
Meanwhile, veteran Cup drought dating back to 1974, minutes at high pace, It's very important 


‘Now that the Socceroos are going to 
Germany, Hiddink is hoping they can 
rake an impact before he heads off to 


to go for 90 minutes with a huge mental 
force. 
"t's quite an achievement already to 


Socceroos defender Tony 
Popovic said he was confi- 
dent of keeping his place in 
Australia's starting line-up in 


Socceroos skipper Mark Viduka 
strikes a pose in Melbourne 


take up a lucrative two-year contract to # possession-based strategy and take the be in the World Cup. But I know the 


Germany. ee revive Russia's international fortunes. game to the opposition. Australian guys are not happy just by 
But he echoed former cap- ; " The Socceroos are grouped with "This is not a team to lean back and reaching the World Cup. I think this 
tain and fellow defender  JOSip Skoko belleves Ausiralla's midfield is in the | defending champions Brazil, Japen and rely on just one or two counter-attacks team can surprise, but I cannot predict 


Craig Moore in admitting best shape ever Croatia but the Dutchman plans toadopt each half," Hiddink has explained. where it will go." 
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By Gienn Davis 


Jaringa Rovers scored one 

of the biggest upsets of the 

season to move into third 
place on the Brisbane Premier 
League ladder with a 4-nil 
thrashing of last year’s premiers 
Pam Beach at Mallawa Drive on 
Saturday night, 

Taringa is now on 21 points 
equal points with Palm Beach but 
with a slightly superior goal advan- 
tage. 


Jn other matches Pine Rivers 
stayed second with a I-nil win over 
Brisbane City, Brisbane Wolves 
toughed out a 3-2 win over Easts 
while Brisbane Strikers stayed at 
the top of the table with a 3-nil win 
over Mt. Gravatt. 

Toowoomba is still one of the 
favourites for relegation but eased 
some of its pressure with an upset 
3-1 win over Rochedale while 
Mitchelton got back into winning 
form with 2 I-nil win against 
Souths. 


At the Gold Coast, Taringa 
‘opened the scoring after 13 minutes 
when Steve Unsworth caught Palm 
Beach's defence square at the back 
before neatly chipping the keeper 
fora I-nil lead 

Taringa then extended its lead to 
2-nil just before the interval after 
Andrew Imrie slotted home when 
be pounced on a loose ball follow- 
ing some good lead-up work from 
defender Daniel Dreger. 

‘Unsworth again caught the home 


side square at the back and once 
again lofted a shot over the keeper 
for a 3-nil lead in the 55th minute 
while Reza Aysen got the final 
touch for a 4-nil lead when he fol- 
Towed up a shot from Alex Davani. 

Palm Beach had midfielder 
Shane Robinson sent off late in the 
difference to the outcome as the 
Visitors led 3-nil at the time. 

‘Triumphant Taringa coach Alan 
Waller praised his side for a great 
team performance after the victory 
and was reluctant to single out any 
player for special mention. 

"They had a player sent off with 
25 minutes to go but we had the 
game well and truly won by then," 
Waller said, 

"We went into the game with a 
specific plan and it worked. It was a 
really good team effort and every- 
one did their job. 

"Tcouldn’t single out any player 
but I watched their previous game 
and noticed their keeper was off his 
line a lot so [ mentioned it to Steve 
Unsworth and asked him to test his 
luck with some long shots and it 
worked.” 

Palm Beach coach Keith 
Garland had no excuses for his 
side’s lack luster performance. 

*We had a few players out but 
there were no excuses and we were 
beaten by a far better side," Garland 
said. 

Taringa started the season with 
an aim of winning the premiership 
and Waller is happy to be within 


Premier League Ladder 
Round 11 


Brisbane Strikers 
Pine Rivers 
Taringa Rovers 
Palm Beach 
Brisbane Wolves 
Rochedale Rovers 
Brisbane City 
Souths United 
Mitchelton 

Mt Gravatt 
Toowoomba 
Eastem Suburds 


D 
2 

1 

0 
0 
cK} 
0 
0 
2 
0 
i) 
3 
1 
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Queensland Roar F.( F. C. 


133 Pine Road, Richlands. QLD 
Phone: (07) 3271 3636 © Fax: (07) 3271 3804 


five points of leaders Brisbane 
Strikers at the halfway mark of the 
Season, 

At the half way mark of the sea- 
Son, Brisbane Strikers hold a com- 
fortable lead at the top of the table 
following a comprehensive 3-nil 
win over Mt. Gravatt at Perry Park. 

Coach Bobby Hamilton couldn’t 
be happier with only one los in the 


‘The Strikers were always it in com- 
‘mand against a depleted Mt Gravatt 
who was forced to recall veteran 
keeper Graeme Ross as its four 
keepers in five games, 

Strikers’ frontman Josh Rose 
‘was one of the stars for the home 
side netting a goal in each half. 

The speedy Rose opened the 
scoring in the 15th minute with a 
glancing header off a comer at the 
ear post. 

The ever reliable Alex Panic 
made it 2-nil just past the half hour 
when he finished off a good 
Strikers’ build-up before its final 
goal came late in the game when 
Rose beat his defender with a pow- 
erful low strike from 18 metres. 

Hamilton never feared Mt. 
Gravatt at any stage of the game. 

"We were always in control. We 
dominated the first half and had a 
ot of ball in the second half. 

"They had a couple of chances 
but generally they never threatened 
us." 


Mt. Gravatt coach Ken Swan 
conceded his side was no match for 
the league leaders, 

"They were too good anda better 
class than us on the night," Swan 
said. 

"We didn’t mark well enough for 
the first goal off the comer and we 
thought their second goal was off- 
side. 


"We had a couple of decent 
chances after the break but their 
Keeper, Anthony Hall, made some 
good saves.” 

The loss has thrown Mt. Gravatt 
right into the relegation mix with 


the Hawks now only three points 
ahead of second bottom side 
‘Toowoomba following its upset 3-1 
win over Rochedale. 

"Unfortunately, we've had to use 
four keepers in five games and I 
had to call on Graeme Ross for this 
game," Swan said. 

“It now looks like we'll need 
another keeper as Rossy pulled his 
hamstring.” 

“Daniel Duke has been training 
with us for a month and he's had a 
lot of national league experience 
with the Strikers but he hasn't 
played for two years since he broke 
aleg playing mgby league when he 
Was out in the country teaching," 

Brisbane Wolves are hovering 
{Just outside the top four following 3 
hard fought 3-2 win Easts at Heath 
Park, 


‘The Wolves led 3-nil at the break 
and looked set for 2 runaway victo- 
ty but failed to capitalise on their 
first half dominance after the break. 

Striker Sam Murdoch was one of 
the Wolves’ star performers notch- 
ing a double while the visitors other 


goal came from reliable striker 
Michael Van Mooleabrock 
Mardoch pat the Wolves ahead 
Lal after only 10 minutes when he 
collected a ball and drove home a 


FIXTURES 
Round 12 
Saturday 3rd June 
Mitchelton V Pine Rivers 
Brisbane Strikers V Brisbane Wolves 
Rochedale Rovers V Mt Gravatt 
Taringa Rovers V Toowoomba 
Sunday 4th June 
Eastern Suburbs V Souths United 
= Palm Beach V Brisbane City 
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hard shot which took a deflection. 

The visitors went ahead 2-nil 
midway through the first period 
when Van Moolenbroek volleyed a 
powerful shot home after the 
Wolves caught Easts on a break- 
away. 

The Wolves looked to have the 
match well sewn up five minutes 
before half time when Murdoch 
brilliantly tumed his defender in the 
box to drive home hi side’s third 
goal in the opening half. 

However, the second half saw a 
change come over the game as the 
Wolves’ intensity dropped off 
noticeably. 

Easts got a sniff they were back 
in the game four minutes after the 
resumption when Dominic 
curled a shot past the Wolves’ 
keeper to reduce the lead to 3-1 

Easts were on top of their oppo- 
nents for most of the second period 
bat its second goal came too late in 
the dying stages when Russell 
Kamo made it 3-2, 

Wolves’ player-coach Anthony 
Roche was pleased to win but was 


Josh Rose starred yet again 
for the Brisbane Strikers 
with a two-goal haul 
against Mt.Gravatt 
disappointed by its "Jekyll and 

Hyde" performance. 

"We played okay in the first half 
and were cruising," he said. 

"For some reason we fell asleep 
in the second half and they sudden- 
ly gota goal and a sniff and started 
to build a lot of pressure on us. 

“It was a comfortable win but it 
could have beea by six or seven.” 

Easts coach Graham Binney was 
annoyed with his side’s effort. 

"We defended badly all over the 
park and didn’t close them down,” 
he said. 

"T told the players at half time 
they didn’t show up for the first 
half, 

"T thought the Wolves were an 
ordinary football side but they had 
a couple of good individuals.” 

Roche is now eagerly awaiting a 
Tetum clash next round with leaders 


Brisbane Strikers. 

"We drew with the Strikers in the 
first round afier we hit the post 
three times,” he said. 

"We should have beaten them 
easily ard we can’t wait for the 
rematch." 

Mitchelton tured its topsy turvy. 
season around with a hard fought 1- 
ni win over Souths at Teralba Park 
on Saturday night. 

Mitchelton have worked hard all 
season but injuries have frustrated 
coach Greg Brown whose side has 
Tost seven of its 11 first round 
matches. 

Brown conceded the score line 
flattered Mitchelton and believed a 
draw was a true reflection of the 


game. 

The only goal of the game came 
after just three minutes from expe- 
rienced midfielder Damien Waugh 
who headed home a Dan Lewis 
cross for a 1-nil lead at half time, 

"I thought Souths deserved a 
point,” conceded Brown. 

"They had alot of possession but 
we managed to frustrate them a lot. 

"Both sides probably had an 
equal amount of shots at goal and 
we took our chances better which 
was the only difference between the 
sides. 

"Tt was a hard game." 

Mitchelton are widely recog- 
nised as having a strong squad and 
their position in the bottom half of 
the table doesn’t do the club justice. 

"I told the players before the 
game started to forget about our 
place on the table," Brown said. 

"Three wins in this league is not 
alotso we're not far away from the 
top sides. 

"T'm not interested we're we are 
on the ladder and if we string a few 
Tesults together then we'll be right 
in the picture." 

Mitchelion had three regular 
players missing from the Souths 
clash while a fourth change was 
made on match day when the club 
Jeamt a player was suspended. 

"We had three out with the ‘flu 
and we had to make a late change 
on the day when we found out 
another player was suspended," 
Brown said. 

"We went in with 10 players and 
T had to pluck a player from the 
Reserves to make up the numbers. 

"Under those. circumstances it 
was a huge result for us." 

Souths coach Peter Tokesi 
believed his side deserved a draw 
and possibly should have collected 
three points, 

"We did okay afier conceding 
the early goal but we could have 
been up three goals at half time,” 
Tokesi said. 

"It should have been a draw at 
Teast 


t@4 ABSW: 


Knights break "Byen’ (the) second half of 2nd placed Kingston. 

Grought with win over = we had beautiful chances but Although Altona coach 

Royals unfortunatc, again, we just Ken Murphy would later 

missed a few of them. But declare his team had been 

‘The Melbourne Knights the fighting spirit just paid instructed to "sit back", the 

maintained their position in ff and have to congratulate fast passing Magic took the 

the top six of the Vodafone ™Y guys for that because initiative from kickoff, with 

Cup after prevailing over the they stood up and fight for hectic movement on and off 
Essendon Royals at the this result which is pretty — the ball. 


Veneto Club on Friday, important to us." ‘The game started dramati- 
‘An Andrew Barisic stike Chris Vernuccio cally for Tomi Razov, the 
in the fourth minute secured Altona midfielder going 


the one-nil victory for the  M@QIGHaMMRGMS — down with an injury to his 
Feehiee err theghiatiore first home less Jeft knee in the opening 
desperately needed after : minute after @ physical clash 
going four matches without Altona Magic became the with Peter Koutsoupias. 
obtaining a three-point haul, first team to win at Grange Koutsoupias was yellow 
"Tonight the boys tried Reserve this season, victori- carded for his challenge, 
hard and we played quite US 1+) over Kingston City Razov would leave the field 
good (in) the first half, some 9 Friday. fn the 17th minute, but not 
exciting soccer," said Ssh Becvinovski's first before playing a part in the 
Melbourne Knights coach half goal was enough to sep- opening goal. 
+ Josip Biskie. arate the sides, 3rd placed In the 16th minute it was 
Altona moving within a point Razov who beat a Kingston 
offside trap, and his touch 


: ; Oakleigh Cannons star Con Boutsianis (right) In action against United last weekend. 
Vodafone cape feta Wn Ra 


Reserve last night. There Heldelhierg attempted clearance was 
Gakleigh at the Village 


: ‘ag Tch vein of goal scoring of 

But instead of blazing 70? Ye! 
avey on Hig leh fonm 1g He» Richards won the ball 
yards, Razoy laid off a pass 07. the edge of the box. th 
for Ivan Razov overlapping Pefore playing @ quick one- side eamed ahard fought 2-2 Heidelberg took the lead Marinos made no mistake to 
to the left, two with his strike partner , after 27 minutes as Sebastian MaKe it 2-1 to the Warriors. 


would be some reprise for mistimed as the ball sailed 


the Gully supporters as their underneath his foot and 


Li 
1 Oakleigh Cannons 14 
2 Kingston City 15 
3 Altona Magic 15 
4 South Melboume 13 


Mark Draycott, before hit- 


s : Petrovic was felled just out- The game changed in two 
ting a sublime left foot strike 


Ivan Razov’'s attempt to : ‘ 
eye side the area - Vassiliaidis Second half minutes as a pair 


See eee Dit nto the back ofthe ne, leav- Matthew Sanders bundled stepped up and whipped the of defensive errors from the 
se att Sach Becrinevekt i Presons young Keeper, homean Andy Vargas comer, fallin, nding the head of Canons led to Nick Marinos 
Savas Ozdemir, with no  Bulleen refused to lic the unmarked Petrovic Securing the three points for 


wo 
9 3 
8 4 
7 6 
ae 
the fa Ys 
5Bulleen Zebras 15 6 5 th Kingston chance, down though, and drew level whose looping header found the Warriors. 
@Meboume Knights 14 5 5 cb Sa at Ser <2 In the 8th minute, a poor inthe 2lstminute when Ross the back of the net dospite __ Felix Rosman's attempted 
7itehonar UNE ese Becvinovski had a simple 45S from Rickards was Antoniadis sent a bullet the test atempts of Stuart clearance was mistimed as 
side footed finish with his iteTepted by che lively header past the stranded Webster in the Oakleigh — te ball sailed underneath his 
8 Essendon Royals 15 4 5 Teht foot from 5 yards, ty O*SPAris, who ran unchal- Gully keeper, Pasi goal, foot and Marinos made no 
Fr ee cea es ve Allon «1-0 lad that Tengtbeforadencespi- Schwalgecomocing witha heavy downpour get- ike o make t 2-110 he 
f Would stand for the duration {"& Dall played in, well-executed Ari Dracos eq the players for the second Warriors. ; 
10 Fawkner-Whiltlesea 14.5 1 eas Lazarevski who calmly slot- free-kick, period andthe wet conditions. Marinos couldn’t believe 
{1 Sunshine Georges 1504 4 eee tedhome to level the scores. The equilibrium only las- Trade playing the ball very is luck as only a minute 
: As the tempo began 10 ed 2 minutes though a8 difficult. George Goutzoulis later George  Goutzoulis 
12 Frankston Pines 15 4 3 Stubbins collects sow after a frantic opening, Phillip Riccobene found Jelf mage the most of the condi- attempted headed backpass 
13Green Gully Caves 14 2 6 Doi ies Psa ii cotimied emingonttelef for Cally, ons and be was reared fo eben ais et 
4 mon to press looking for the goal and his low hard cross was ith a penalty kick afte once again, Marinos beat 
14 Richmond 1% 2 6 Richmont to send them into he lead. converted well by the on- piste siding ack fom Webster 10 ensure fst the 
‘The trend of new coaches ANd the pressure told in rushing Sanders for his sec Janie! Jones, three points would be 
a ‘in, tHe 20th minute, when ond of the game, Heidelberp’s. 
yielding instant results didn’t ie \ Although there appeared "8 
stick ROUND 15 RESULTS ; Gute ting tme on Saturday Katshanrose highest tohead In the 86th minute, the tp be minimal contac, refer- Matthew McNamara 
‘ingston City 0 Altona Magic 1, Frankston Pines 1 When Phil Stubbins took the 2O™€ 4 Magnacca cross into Zebras claimed un unlikely — e Senko Rastocic pointed to 


Richmond 1, Preston Lions 3 Sunshine Georgies 1, : 12 the bottom comerof the net. and undeserved equaliser, ‘kan South Melbourne tray- 
Green Gully Cavs 2 Bulleen Zebras 2, Heldelberg | "ts at Richmond for their“ Sst costed they  with-Ben Harbison looping 2, f0": Anthony Pelikan 


a ‘and. slotted the clled to Epping Stadium for 
United 3 Oskeigh Cannons 1, Essendon Royals 0 | Frankston Pine. ould colle al tee points header over Schwalger who al the Taft of Lapce their Monday Night clash 
i Iocked at Ll afer an pom, i the Sist minute, after was caught inno-man'sland, Asoo with Fawkner Whittlesea 

Pca ermires in averer hour tht HM Sopavski eat fom a eningy imaous “Tye gane chang in 2. ar deadline” — vist 

4 aniel Rocco to along clear- crass. “half minutes as 2. WWWdootballfedvic.comau 

Friday 2 June ome Bic CREDA vier ay Soon deeutve enone om the for information on this 


inevitably never came. i defensive errors from the 
ee ee Hae Boris Ovcin netted in the fcked the ball on Cannons led to Nick Marinos 2mé. 


. Sapazovski continued 10 ing the thi ints fc 
3 Ween ninth minute for the home bateeTthe all ‘and "wort is securing ree points for 


side but James Robinson put % the Warriors. Felix Rosman's 
Frankston Pines Green Gully Cavs the Bagles on level terms  f0tace against the advanc- 
Apr saies aes, ing Marin John, poking it 
Preston Lions Altona Magic Robinson's seventh goal Pain 30yards out 
Sunshine Georgies Essendon Royals of the season was 1 be the ore work to avactatbess 
South Melbourne Kingston City erratled forthe remainder ot ti quickly covering defend- 
Wretled forthe reminder of 6. pefore finally slotting 
M Sete Wn ee SOON ctl allio) walopst 
londay 5 May able to break through for a 70%) om oP 
Bulleen Zebras v Heldelberg United winner seallo eanal te ea nas 
ful into raptures as he ran to 
GOLDEN BOOT LEADER BOARD ons return to BT cclvate withthe fans, 
Saso Becvinovski Altona Magic 11 With BIG WH Over oe ae undesendh 
Michael Curclja Kingston 10 Goorgles Thy Woosh Khe neta 
Anthony Magnacca Preston Lions 8 q mance. "If someone has said 
Esala Masi Oakleigh Cannons 8 Preston! Lions retumed to nipleyilike tant 
Mark Tsiorlas Fawkner Whittlesea 8 their spiritual home at BT Ye sf ve ret of he ace 
Joe Spiteri Kingston City 7 Connor Reserve, and contin; TO Ta teat 
James Robinson Richmond 7 se em Jason MeNamara 
Nathan Caldwell Melbourne Knights 6 en sake Cote 
Fernando De Moraes South Melbourne 6 The Georgies Be toek: tet 
Carl Recchia Fawkner Whittlesea 6 can't break Bullen 


the lead, in only the Sth 
minwe through Fidel 
Richards, who has found s 


Nick Marinos Heidelberg United 6 


"The Cavaliers hosted the Acton between the Frankston Pines and Richmond match that ended in a 
Zebras at Green Gully one-all draw (Photo by Darryl Kennedy) 
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CIF TOUT 


Tyres - Engineers 


Continental ‘Tyres Cup is 
| ‘approaching its climax with the 
final set down for Saturday June 
10th. Wednesday night’s semi-finals 
should be tough affairs with three 
Vodafone Premier League teams chasing a 
finals berth, as well as last season’s Winter 
Super League champions Canterbury- 
Bankstown Berries, who renew their rival- 
ty With the Blacktown City Demons at 
Fairfax Community Stadium, 

Lambert Park hosts the other game, 
where the A.PI.A. Leichhardt Tigers hope 
to put last Sunday’s loss behind them 
when they clash with Sydney United. Both 
games kick-off at 7 30pm. 


KARAVATAKIS 
EDGES CLOSER 
TO 200 GOALS 


Steve Karavatakis has edged a litle 
closer to the magical 200-goal milestone 
With one of the goals ofthe season against 
Bankstown City Lions. 

His 185th career goal was an audacious 
40-yard lob which caught out Lions goal- 
keeper Zlatko Josevski 


1 Germany 


OZBEY’S GOLDEN TURNER SE SETS 
RUN CONTINUES PLANS FOR NEW 
Tolgay Ozbey has taken the Jead from SEASON 


Marconi midfielder Tony Faria in the race 
Wollongong Wolves John Tumer is not 


for the Golden Boot trophy. Ozhey's dou- 
ble against Parramatia FC. has seen him taking his side's 5-1 loss to Manly United 


“Tt was one of the best of my career,”  Teapfrog Faria to 15 goals — one ahead of FC. lying down, reminding his side that 
said Karavatakis, his Newcastle Jets’ teammate. their spots in the squad are up for review. 
“Our plans for next season are well under- 


way and everybody in this team has to 
eam 4 contract for next year.” Tumer is 


ber of high-profile players 10 join the 
‘Wolves next season. 


ERREA PRIZE 
PACKS 


Want to get your hands on some 
valauble gear and at the same time see 
your great goal on TV? Here's how. 

Every Sunday on SBS TV at 2pm, 
Football Stars of Tomorrow will select a 
"Goal of the Week". Valued at over $200, 
cach winner takes home a giveaway which 
includes a deluxe Errea Bag, t-shirt, soccer 
ball, shin pads, drink bottle, folder, train- 
ing domes and a beanie, 


yres Cup heats up 


Blacktown Cty Demons’ ices cares en Tony Faria inthe top goalscorers eharts with 15 


believed to be in negotiations with a num-—} 


ABswiS) 
ot 


SOCCER NSW 


GOOD SPORTS 
PROGRAM 


Soccer NSW is pleased to announce its 
‘ongoing support for a programme which 
helps sports clubs maximise their respon- 
sibilities to players, fans and officials. 

As of May, 2006, twenty (20) Soccer 
NSW clubs haye registered in the Good 
Sports Program. The program aims to help 
clubs meet their duty of care obligations 
and to prevent alcohol-related problems 
and offences as well as providing free 
‘ongoing education and support. 

There are currently 120 clubs from six 
different sports registered in the Program 
throughout NSW. To date Good Sports has 
received excellent support from Soccer 
NSW Associations and clubs and they are 
currently liaising with other Associations 
and Local Govemment Areas with a view 
to implementing the program in additional 
areas, 

Congratulations to the following Soccer 
NSW Associations and members that have 
already registered and are participating in 
the Good Sports Program. Soccer Albury 
Wodonga, Bankstown, Ku-Ring-Gai, Far 
South Coast, Macarthur, Futsal, Mawarra 
Juniors, Canterbury, Mitchell, Blacktown 
and Shoalhaven. 

For more information on the Good 
Sports Program visit 
www.goodsports.com.au 
-<http://www.goodsports.com.aw/> 


All you have to do to be in the running 
for this great prize is send in your goal 
scored by an Australian male or female 
aged 6 to 17 years on DVD or VHS . 
Please send a stamped, self-addressed 
enyelope if you would like your entry 
retumed, 


For further details, log onto soccem- 
swcom.au for an official "Goal of the 
Week" entry form. 


COACHING SEMINARS: 


Soccer NSW, proudly presents two coaching seminars to be 
staged by 


Oswaldo De Oliveira: 
Head Coach of legendary Brazilian side, S; 
Fluminense Football Club from Rio de Janeiro. N. 


cce 


Venue: Seminar (1) Balls Paddock, Luxor Street, WOONONA 
Date: Wednesday 7th June, 2006 


Sominar (2) Valentine Sports Park, GLENWOOD. 
Date: Thursday 8th June, 2006 
For further information, please contact Soccer NSW on 8814 4400. 


WRITERS: Greg Stock, Paul Goodwin 
PRODUCTION: Mary Quarly, Sebastian Hassett 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Robert Grasso 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Carlos Furtado and Peter Davies 
© All information is courtesy of SOCCER NSW 


SOCCER NSW 

Valentine Sport Park 

235-257 Meurants Lane, 
GLENWOOD NSW 2768 
Phone: (02) 8814 4400 

website: Www.soccernsw.com.au 


@ Vodafone NSW Premier League News 
@ Vodafone Premier League Stats ..... 
@ Vodafone Premier League Match Reports .... 
@ Premier State & Youth League Tables and Results . 


Photographs used In these pages are the copyright of SOCCER NSW 


-COM.Au 


To purchase any photos, please email 
Info@soccemsw. 
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O 2006 VODAFONE 


vodafone 


* FIRST GRADE + 
ROUND 15 


Blacktown City Demons 
Marconi Stallions 

Sydney United 
Bankstown City Lions 
Sydney Olympic 

Manly United FC 

APA. Leichhardt Tigers: 
Wollongong Wolves 
Parramatta FC 
Sutherland Shire Sharks 


Saturday Night - June 3 
Sutherland Shire Sharks vs A.P.I.A. Leichhardt Tigers 
7:30pm Seymour Shaw, 
The Boulevarde, Miranda 
Marconi Stallions vs Sydney United 
7:30pm Marconi Stadium, 
Marconi Plaza, Bossley Park 

(6) * GRADE 20 + A z 
ite O anus Sunday Night - June 4 


Son SRN RR 
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Marconi Stallions 
‘Sydney United 
Bankstown City Lions 
Blacktown City Demons 
Parramatta FC. 

Manly United FC 

APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Sutherland Shire Sharks 
Wollongong Wolves 
‘Sydney Olympic 


3:00pm Melita Stadium, 

Everley Rd, South Granville 
Wollongong Wolves vs Parramatta FC 
3:00pm WIN Stadium, 

Harbour Centre, Wollongong 

Sydney Olympic vs Manly United FC 
6:00pm Belmore Sports Ground, 

Outer Adison Lane Ground, Belmore 


PoORearItIEe ss 
OoOhOaAAKNoERND 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


Reminder - Round 15 Fixture - Wednesday 31st May, 
Marconi Stallions v Sydney Olympic 
8pm Marconi Stadium 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


Tolgay Ozbey (BCD), 

Tony Faria (MS), 

James Monie (MU), 

Luke Roodenburg (BCD), 

John Buonavoglia (MS), o.g. 

Chima Nwaogazi (BCL), Pablo Cardozo (SU), 
Adam Casey (WW), Matt Borg (BCL) 


PLAYER OF THE ROUND 


Hat-trick hero James Monie edges out fellow triple-scorer, Matt Borg 
of Bankstown, with overdue recognition of Monie’s efforts giving him the 
nod. 

It was Monie’s first ever three-goal haul, but heis already found the 
net nine times this season and his weekend effort led Manly to com- 
plete the double over Wollongong. 


VODAFONE PREMIER LEAGUE: 
ROUND 15 


FIRST GRADE: Blacktown City Demons 3 (Tolgay Ozbey 10°/43’ , Luke Rooderiburg 74’) Parramatta 
FC 1 (Patrick Gatt 67’), API.A-Leichhardt Tigers 1 (Cameron Jones 26’) Sydney United 2 (Ben Vidaic 
69°, Greg Owens 77’), Manly United FC 5 (Richard Williams 25” pen, James Monie 38’/47’/82’, Joe 
Schirripa 73’) Wollongong Wolves 1 (Adam Casey 83’), Bankstown City Lions 4 (Matthew Borg 3°/8’/32’, 
Shane Webb 78”) Sutherland Sharks 1 (Steve Karavatakis 88’). 
GRADE 20: Blacktown City Demons 2 (S Mitchell 28/55’) Parramatta FC 1 (D Bonne 87’), AP.LA- 
APLA.-Leichhardt’s Aaron Burgess (right) is watched closely by Leichhardt Tigers 0 Sydney United 1 (I Bosnar 37’), Manly United FC 1 (M Gale 93’) Wollongong Wolves 
Sydney United's Mile Jedinak (left) 1 (D Boscoscuro 56’), Bankstown City Lions 1 (J Issa 70’) Sutherland Sharks 1 (L Gomez Castro 18”). 
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Bankstown City Lions attacker Matt Borg hit a hat-trick against the 
hapless Sutherland Shire Sharks 


: e006 VODAFONE 
pee PREMIER LEAGUE SEASON 


1 impressive Bankstown City 

side hit four past the hapless 

‘Sharks in a much- 

awaited return to form at Melita 
Stadium on Sunday night. 

‘The mercurial Matt Borg grabbed a hat 
rick and the Sharks were a well-beaten 
side by the finish, and stay anchored to the 
foot of the ladder. 

Tn the third minute a through ball from 
outside the 18 yard box by Chimaobi 
Nwaogazi saw Borg shoot low past the 
Sutherland Keeper to open the Lions’ 
account, 

On21 minutes it was the same duo who 
did the damage with Nwaogazi crossing 
for Borg, who finished nicely. 

‘The match was as good as over when 
Robert Mileski’s high cross was fumbled 
by the Sutherland keeper Alex Augusto, 
leaving he redaory Borg to snatch is 


en a nice exchange of passes 
Shane Webb and Mileski ended with the 


Sutherland got a consolation goal in the 
‘88th when Steve Karavatukis hit a long 
aod fing shot over keeper Zlatko 
Tosevski’s head to make it 4-1, but the goal 
did little to liven the spirits of the few 
diehard Sharks fans who made the journey 
west. 

‘The win was Bankstown’s seventh win 
of the season to put them into fourth spot, 
while Sutherland, sitting in last place, are 
running out of time to add to their meagre 
three wins. 


Shane Webb grabbed Bankstown’s fourth goal with a neat finish 


Manly thump stray Wolves 


By Paul Goodwin 


‘anly United completed the 
double over Wollongong 
Wolves with a tidy 5-1 win at 

Cromer Park on Sunday evening. 
Although the Wolves finished the 
Vodafone Premier League game with 
‘only mine men, the result was never in 
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ore after the locals went 3-0 up by half 


ee was a game where Manly striker 
James Monie came into his own, claim- 
ing a well-deserved hat trick and creating 
havoc all night long. 

The rout began in the 4th minute when 
Monie got to the near post to collect Joe 
Schirripa's corner, flicking the ball past 


Wolves’ keeper Nathan Denham. 

Tn the 25th minute, referee James 
Lewis spotted a handball by Vedran 
Jaganjac, leaving Manly captain Richie 
Williams put his side on course for vic- 
tory. 

Monie added the third in the 38th, 
when he got his head to another cross 
from dead-ball specialist Schisripa. 

Midway through the second half 
Schirripa got one of his own to made it 
40, before Wolves pulled one back in 
the 83rd minute thanks after a nice finish 
from Adam Casey. 

But Manly weren't done, and when 
Monie picked up a Roberto Hamad cross 
from the left in the 87th, and finished 
clinically from eight yards, his hat trick 
was complete. 

“Jimmy really deserved that hat trick. 
He has been playing well all season,” 
said Manly coach Phil Moss. 

“Ashley Ryan made a great debut for 
us but really today it was a great team 
effort.” 


“Xprinters 
com 
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United beat Tiger 
but lose Halpin 


By Greg Stock 


ydney United will be without star 

midfielder ‘Troy Halpin for their 

Continental Cup Semi-Final this 
Wednesday night after he was sent off in 
United’s 2-1 win over A.PILA, 
Leichhardt. 

The former Socceroo was red carded by 

referee Alex Glasgow for an elbowing inci- 
dent early in the second half, but his loss 
sparked United’s revival as they staged a 
dramatic comeback to come from 1-0 down 
to take all three points. 
“Our first half was ordinary but we 
knuuckled down in the second and the boys 
showed a huge willingness to dig deep and 
fight back,” said United coach Tean Paul de 
Marigny. 

The Tigers were well on top in the first 
half and had midfielder Cameron Jones to 
thank for putting away a free kick in the 
36th minute, 

Jones was again in the thick of the action 
again when he was struck by Halpin’s 
elbow early in the second half, but, sadly 
for the Tigers, this was their high water 
mark as United regrouped after some 
inspired substitutions from de Marigny. 

Ben Vidaic beat Tigers goalkeeper 
Mitchell Blowes from a tight angle in the 
69th minute, before Greg Owens slotted 
home a miscued clearance to give United 
their sixth win from their past eight games. 

“We had to battle hard for this result, this 
wasn’t an easy game but we did what we . 
had to do,” continued de Marigny. — 


“The result will certainly gives us some Sydney United's match winner Greg Owens (left) In action against 


confidence going into the Cup Semi-Final & 
ths Wednesday” A.PLA. midfielder Cameron Jones (right) 


a dat 

‘Sydney United’s Troy Halpin (right) receives his marching orders from 

referee Alex Glasgow (centre) as A.P.LA. Leichhardt’s Cameron Jones 
(left) looks on 


APLA-Leichhardt ....-..1 
(GJones 25) SYDNEY UNITED: Matthew Cox, Ante 
Jute, Mile Jecinak, Tedd Brodie, Mitchel 
Sydney United ... «2 Thompson, Petar Markovic, Marko Filipovic 
(8 Vidaic 69; G Owens 77) (Palmieri 55°), Troy Halpin, Gag Owens, 
Pablo Cardozo (Ben Vidaic $2, Luka Glavas 
APLA. LEICHHARDT TIGERS: Machol (Woe Wihic 52) 
Biowes, Pal Doe obbie Sinton (Darl Coach: dean Paul de Maigny 
McGann 601), Nathan Moulds,” Richard Yellow Cards: Vidaic (SU) 
‘Lukes, Grant Last, Aaron Burgess {Grant Aled Card: Halpin (SU) St 
Maundret 61), Steve BozinovsKi, Yavut 
. Referee: Alex Giasgow 
Eki limeny Nias 78), Cameron Jones, sistant Referees: Murray Wison and 


David Fuca 
Coach: Las DeColis peat ida cabs 


Sydney United players celebrate Ben Vidaic’s 69th minute equaliser 
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Rampant Demons 
dismantle Parramatta 


A diving Stuart Page cannot with-stand a venemous strike from Demons striker Tolgay Ozbey 


By Paul Goodwin 


lacktown City took their 
Be Premier League win- 

ning run to fourteen with a 3-1 
victory over neighbours Parramatta 
FC at Fairfax Community Stadium on 
Saturday night. 

‘The Demons gained the upper hand in 
|| the tenth minute when Kain Rastall 
| slipped the ball to the lively Tolgay 

Ozbey, who ripped a scorching drive past 
Parramatta goalkeeper Stuart Page. 

Parramatta should have equalised soon 
after, but Ben Delicata’s point-blank shot 
‘was superbly stopped by Ivan Necevski, 

‘Two minutes before the break, Luke 
Roodenburg - who had earlier received a 
plaque commemorating his 100th game 
for the club - cleverly lifted the ball to 
Ozbey, who took a deft touch before hit- 
ting an unstoppable volley into the roof of 
the net, handing Blacktown a two-goal 
buffer. 

Tn the 67th minute, Parramatta gained 
aa glimmer of hope when Pat Gatt was on 
hand to poke home after a defensive mix- 
up. 

‘However, just seven minutes later, the 

|] two-goal margin was restored when 
Demons’ substitute, Ante Deur, played a 
superb pass for Ivan Zelic, who took on 
the defence before crossing to 
|| Roodenburg for the sealer. 

“We did what we had to do to secure a 
positive result,” said Blacktown coach 
‘Aytek Gene said. 

“T think that the building of this team is 
a work in progress and that we still have 
plenty to do before I am completely 
happy with the way we play the game”. 


Blacktown City Demons’ hard working midfielder Michael Brown (right) 
is closely monitored by Parramatta FC defender Angelo Petratos (left) 


G 


Parramatta FC 


fellow teammate Michael Brown 


Tr shee egy soy igh ei ea ee i 


Blacktown City Demons . .3 
(T Ozbey 10, 43; L Roodenburg 74) 


PARRAMATTA FC: Star Pago, Pat Gat 
‘Emminuel Zunino, Jon Kelso {Chris 

59), Dstt Cara, Ben Duca 1) Ene 
Psartaly, Angeo Petros (Le0 Carle 60), 


Yellow Cards: Angelo Petrstos, Daniel 
Clifford, Nathan Rivera, Emmanuel Zunine 
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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 13 
FIRST GRADE: Blacktown Spartans 4 (J Sciberas 
‘8m G MePherson 19m S Falanga 20m LInanti 44m) 
‘Springwood SC 2 (ovm goal ém M Haberman 17m), 
Hurstvile ZSC 0 Schofiells Scorpions 1 (A Uschino 
75m), Faifelld Bulls 2 (O Shlaimon 16m A Yekia 27m) 
ye City 0, Belmore Heroules 0 Hurswile City 
Minotaurs 1 (G liopoulos 60x), Giadesvilo Spire 5 (M 
Drummond 36m N George-Coker 63/80m A Peaty 68m 
[Papanicolaou 7am) Hils Unted 1 (J Miler 9m), Inter 
LUons 4 (S Biniano 57m) Me Prichard 0, Mt Dru Town 
8 (A Jennings 5m R Portal 43/54/66/78m M Lancaster 
‘4m Varess 67/88) White Cy 2 () Zinjnin 35m M 
Tambutic 50m). 
‘GRADE 20: Blacktown Spartans O Springwood SC 
0, Hurstile 256 2 Schofekis Scorpions 3, Faitfeild 
Bulls 2 Ryde Cty 0, Belmore Hercules 0 Hurl City 
Minotaurs 1, Gladesvile Spit 1 Hils United 0, Inter 
ons 2 Mt Pritchard 3, Mt Druit Town 4 While City 0. 
RESCHEDULED GAMES: ROUND 2: 
FIRST GRADE: Beimore Hercules 1 Fifield Bulls 


‘GRADE 20: Belmore Hercules 1 Fairfield Buls 1 
STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 13 


0 


FIRST GRADE 
PWOL FA DP 
Schofields Scorpions 28 3 2 27 14 13 27 
Giadesvile Spit’ ~=-« 138 2-3 97 14 23 26 
Mt Pritchard 138 2.3 9014 16 26 
Biackown Spartans 38 2 5 9017 13 26 
Yat Lions | 1881 4 199 25 
Mt Druitt Town 1973 3 215 14 24 
Fairfield Bus 1953.5 7161 18 
Belmore Hercules 134.5 4 18150 17 
Hurstvile 250 19528 1521 6 17 
S17 22 16 
Hills United 133.37 1928 1512 
Hurstvile Cty Min 133-2 8 1627 -11 11 
rye City 19146 9 24-45 7 
White City 1914 1 1262 40 4 
‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 13 

GRADE 20 


PWDL FAD Pt 

Schofields 191111 5710 47 
il 1 4917 
23 3115 16 

Baokiown Spartans 198 2 3 229 13:26 
Inter Lions 197 2 4 3716 21 23 
Fills United 1963 4 2315 19 2 
Frireld Bulls 1952 6 1200 8 17 
Hursivile GiyMin 135 1 7 1993 1416 
‘Me Druitt Town 19427 1895 7 14 
Belmore Hercules = 134 1-8 14.28 1413 
Pyde City 1840 9 1428 1412 
‘Springwood 133.37 1798 -2112 
Hurstvife 25¢ 13528 162-6 it 
White City 1910 129 61 42 3 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 12 

FIRST GRADE: Balmain SC 3 (D Totaro 40m A 
‘Teste 52m J Deasey 75m) Greenisland SO 3 (D 
Manirakiza 29m A Kabbara $3737m), Kollyvile Kalts 2 
(6 Formpes 59m L Delaney 66m) Lakemba Sports Club 
2 (J Maarabani 18m N Fayed 25m), Hakoah O Fi 
‘Weancderers 0, Aubum Stars 1 (N Wynne 80m) Bathurst 
75 3 (G Dowing 247/55m), Prospect United 4 (D 
Mireles 19/47/73m M Stead 49m) Camden Tigers 1 (6 
King 82m). 

GRADE 20: Balmain SC 6 Greenistend SC 1, 
Kellyville Kotts 2 Lakemba Sports Cub 3, Hekoah 5 
Fogolar Wanderers 0, Aubum Stars 1 Bathurst 75 4, 


Prospect United 1 Camden Tigers 1 
‘STATE LEAQUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 12 
FIRST GRADE 

PWOLFADP 
UNSW 1073.0 29 2m 
Balmain 10550 178 9 2 
Lakemba Sports Cub 104 6 0 16196 18 
fHakoan 10514 8 0216 
Kalil Kots 0433 5123 15 
Fogoler Wanderers 9 42 3 15105 14 
Prospect United 1041 5 1416-2 13 
Gresnisland 9243 1821-310 
Bathurst 75 228 Tso 
Carden Tigers 226 Niwas 
Aubum Stars 1001 9 4 2% 224 
‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO; ROUND 12 

GRADE 20 

PWOLFAD RM 
UNSW 09 0 1 3312 21 27 
Balmain 107 3 0 27 $924 
Hakoah 07 1 2 3213 19 22 
Lakemba Sports Chub 104 5 1 23185 17 
Kelyvite Kats Wags e192 14 
Greenisland 948 9 16-7 13 
Camden Tigers 0325 1824 4 11 
FogolarWanderers 103 2 5 1420 6 11 
Prospect United 0226 W298 
Bathurst 75 1011 8 8 29-214 
Aubum Stars 1002 8 1053 232 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: ROUND 8 

FIRST GRADE: Luddenham United G Hawkesbury 
City 3, Gazy Lanavale 3 Colo Colo 2, East Coast Magic 
PCYC 3 Roosters FC 3, Lithgow Workmen 3 
Gladesvile United 2 

RESERVE GRADE: Luddenham United 2 
Hawkesbury Cty 9, Gazy Lansvale 1 Colo Colo 7, East 
Goast Magic PCYC 3 Roosters FC 1, Lithgow 
Workmen 2 Gladesvile United §, 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: ROUND 8 


RESERVE GRADE 
PWOLFAD Pt 
Colo Cola B71 0 385 33 22 
Gladesvile United 7 6 0 1 3017 22 18 
EastCoastMage =f 5 1 2 3811 27 16 
Hawkesbury City 8 4 1 8 9015 15 13, 
Fosters FC a4 1 3 216 10 13 
Lithgow Workmen 8 20 -& 1491 -17 6 
Gazy Lanevale 7106 107-193 
Luddenham United = 00 8 9 80-71 0 

Arriva alive 


NSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 

GRADE 12: Southe Branch 2 Blacktown 
Spartans 1, Central Coast Lightning 0 Norther Tigers 
2, St George FC 5 Bathurst City 0, Nawarra Stingrays 
1 Penrith Nepean United 1, Sycney University 0 NWS. 
Koalas 4, Gladesvile Ravens 0 Marly United FC 3, 
UNSW 1 Marconi Stalions 2, Macathur Rams 0 
‘Sutherland Sharks 0. 

GRADE 14; Souther Branch 3. Blackiown 
Spartans 0, Cental Coast Lighting 0 Norther Tigers 
0, St Goorge FC 3 Bathurst City 1, lawarra Stingrays 
(0 Ponrth Nepean United 1, Sydney University 0 NWS 
Koelas 3, Gladesvilo Ravens 0 Marly United FC 1, 
UNSW 0 Marconi Stalions 2, Macarthur Rams 1 
‘Sutverland Sharks 2. 

GRADE 16: Southem Branch 2 Blacktown 
Spartans 1, Central Coast Lightring 4 Northem Tigers 
0, St George FC 1 Bathurst Cty 1, awarra Singrays 
(0 Poerih Nepean United 4, Sydney University 0 NWS 
Kodlas 9, Gladesvile Ravens 1 Manly United FC 0, 
‘UNSW 0 Marconi Stalions 10, Macarthur Rams 5 
‘Suberland Sharks 0, 


Arrive alive 
NSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
‘GRADE 12 
PWOLFEAD Pt 
Manly United FC 11100 1 204 25 90 
NWSydney Kelas 1191-4 221 DF 2B 
Mawara Stingrays 118 3 0 97 23 27 
Nottiem Tigers 1803 239 14 24 
Porvith Nepean United 117 2 2 298 21 23 
si 32.77 02 
33 1B 
34 
St George FC 13°44 15123 13 
Souhem Branch «113-35 1113-2 12 
Marconi Stalions «113-35 9 12-3 12 
Gladesvile Ravens «113 0 8 7 2-15 9 
UNSW nt a7 5 21-16 6 
Sythey University 112 0-9-8 99-35 6 
Blecitown Spartans 111 2 8 6 27-21 5 
Bathurst City 100 11 a 40 
Arrive alive 
NSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 14 
PWDLFAD Pt 
Central Coast Lightning 11101 0 263 23 31 
NWSyéney Koalas 119 2 0 363 33 29 
Marconi Siang 11.8 2 1 25:10 15 26 
Pemth Nepean United 118 1 2 958 27 25 
Southem Branch = 1.8 1 2 258 17 25 
Many UniedFC 1154.2 8117 19 
SuherandShaks 115 3 3 2914 15 18 
Sydhey Unversity 115 1 5 1320-7 16 
Northem Tigers W494 116-5 15 
St George FC 1425 1151 16 
MocathurRams = 11407 1117-8 12 
Bahust Ciy 1227 6 2-168 
WawaraSingrays 112 8 € 21-45 5 
Glacesvile Ravens «111 0 102 23-21 3 
Blackiown Spartans 1103 8 1 26 25 3 
UNSW N01 100 43-43 1 
Arrive alive 
MSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 16 
PWOLFAD Pt 
Poni Nepean United 119 2 0 674 63 20 
NW Sydney Koales 119 2.0 525 47 29 
MacarturRams = 118 2 1 85 45 26 
‘St George FC M812 B15 1825 
Central Coast Lightning 117 2 2 258 17 23 
Bathurst City 1623 B21 2 
Many Untied FC 116 1 4 229 20 19 
Sutherland Sharks 116 1 4 98 17 19 19 
Southem Branch «114 9 4 2184 15 
MacconiStalions «= 13.2 6 2182 11 
Nawara Stingrays 119 1 7 1218 6 10 
Gladesvile Ravens. 113 0 B 1023 12 9 
Sydney University 113-0 8 9 44-25 9 
Northem Tigers N24 8 1997 -18 7 
Blacktown Spartans 11 1 0 10 11 96 -25 3 
UNSW 110.0 11 0 139-139 0 
PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 14 


GRADE 13: Penrith Nepean United 2 Sydney 
‘Olympic 0, APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 2 Sydney Urited 
4, 3anketown City Lions 3 Wollongeng. Wohes 0, 
Sutherland Shire Sharks 0 Gladesvilo Spit 2, Manly 
United FC 0 St George 0, Marconi Stallions 5 
‘Schofleids Scorpions 0, Blacktown City 1 Parramatta 
Fo, 

GRADE 14: Penrith Nopoan United 2 Sydney 
Olympic O,AP.LA, Leichharet Tigers 0 Sydney United 
2, Bankstown City ons 1. Wallongong. Wales. 1, 
‘Sutherland Shire Sharks O Giadesvile Spit 2, Manly 
United FC 1 St George 2, Marcori Stalions 4 
‘Schofelds Scorpions 0, Blacktown City 4 Parramatta 
Foo, 

GRADE 18: Penrith Nepoan United 1 Sydney 
Olympic 0. ALA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Sydney United 
2, Bankstown City Lions 1 Wollongong Wolves 1, 


GRADE 18: Penrth Nepean United 1 Sydney 
Obmpic 2, APIA Lelchharct Tigers 2 Sydney United 
3, Bankstown City Lions Wollongong. Wolves 
Postponed, Sutherland Shire Sharks 0 Giadesvile 
‘Spirit 0, Manly United FC 1 St George 0, Marconi 
‘Sialians 3 Schofields Scorpions 3, Blacktown City 1 
Parramatta FC 0, 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 14 
GRADE 13 
PWOLFAD Pt 
MarconiStallons = 4111 2 48.8 40.04 
Blacktown City Demons 14 111 2 47 11 36 3¢ 
Pamamata FO 14101 3 3318 18 31 
Sydney United W824 3178 6 
Manly Unied FC 474.3 19154 25 
APLALekhhert = 147 1 6 1821-3 2 
Penviti Nepean United 196 2 5 14 18 -4 20 
SuhetandShire 4454-5 18144 19 
Bankstown City ons 44 4 6 18%) 2 16 
Syhey Oympic = 144-97 19.229 15 
Wolingong Wolves 133 2 8 13.94 2111 
‘Schofelds Scompions 142 4 6 16 40 -2410 
‘SGeorgs Sais 40 5 9 10 28 -185 
Gladesvilo Spit. = 141 2 118 3S -265 
PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 14 
GRADE 14 
PWDLFAD Pt 
MarconiStalions 4112 1 46 98.95 
Blacktown City Demons 14112 1 397 22 95 
‘SGeome sans = 149 1 A 2015 14 2B 
Sydney Unted 1483.3 27198 27 
Parramatta FC 48.24 22184 26 
Gladesvie 4815 2176 25 
Manly United FC 147 2 5 21109 23 
Wolongong Wolves 135 3 5 15150 
Banksinn Cty lions 144 3-7 22214 
Ponvith Nepean United 13.4 3 8 21 25 4 
‘Sydney Ohmpe = 143. 2 9 15.32 1711 
SuiherandShire 143 1 10 1428 -1410 
‘Schofislds Scomions 141 9 107 34 -276 
APLALechhart 141 0 13 12.56 443 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 14 
GRADE 15 


PWOLFAD 
Blacktown City Demons 14121 1 408 32 
Marconi Stains 1411.2 1 418 33 
Many Unied FC 148 1 4 3016 14 
Sydney United 4905 217 2 
Schofield Scomins 147 2.5 1820 2 
StGeorge Sains 146-9 5 1520 5 
Panvth Nepean United 186 0 7 13 28 -1518 
Bankstown City Lions 144 4 6 14 25 -1116 
Suhedand Shire 14497 28.25 1 
Sychey Ompic © 143.6 5 14.17 3 15 
Parramatta FC “E28 1990-1114 
Wollongong Wolves 133 2 8 10.90 2011 
Gladesvile Spt 143 1 10 19.30 1110 
APA Leiohherct = 142 1 11 7 21-147 

PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 14 
GRADE 16 

PWDOLFADPt 
Marconi Staion «= 14114 2 599 294 
Manly United FC 149-2 3 9219 19 29 
StGeorme Sans 149 1 «§ 3621 15.28 
Wollongong Wolves 138 4 | 176 11 28 
APIA Lochharct = 148 4 2. 18 12 4 25 
Blacktown City Demons 147 9 4 1813 5 24 
Sycney Oympic = 145 3G 1816.0 18 
Sutherland Shire 144 4 6 1719 -2 16 
Gladesvile Spint 145. 1-8 15.29 -1416 
‘Sydney United 4505 6 16-815 
Parramatta FC 143-3 8 1628 -1212 
Schofislds Scomions 148 2 9 2028-8 11 
Bankstown City ens 142 3 8 1229-179 
Ponth Nepeen United 131 3 8 7 26-176 

PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 1: 
GRADE 18 a 

PWDL FAD Pt 
Marcon Stalions 1412-1 SBE TT 
Blacktown City Demons 148 2 4 2411 13 25 
Sydney Olympic = 147 «4 3 2411 13:25 
Wollongong Wolves 127 3 2 2515 10 24 
Bankstown Cty ons 197 1 5 20191 22 
Suhertind Shire 1448 2 21165 20 
PenvitiNepean United 135 4 4 19190 19 
Parramatta FC 45.27 19190 17 
Manly United FC 145 2 7 2128-7 17 
Gladesvile Spit 144 4-6 23.25 -2 16 
StGeoge Sans 143.5 6 17 18-1 14 
‘Sydney United 1442 8 1990-114 
‘Scholieds Soopions 142 5 7 2746 -t911 
APLA Leichhardt = 140 3 11 1342 -293 

PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 14 
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 

PWOLFAD A 
‘Marconi Stains 70 56 7 7 20842 182 175 
BlackonnCD 70 49.9 1216850 118 186 
Manly United FC 70 37 11 22 12380 8 122 
‘Syohey Unted 70-347 29 10899 9 100 
ParamataFC 70 9 10 30 1091134 100 
‘StGeorge Saints 70 27 15 281071025 96 
Wollngorg WoWves 64 25 14 24 80 100-20 92 
Sydney Ohmplc 70 22 18 90 82 98 -16 B4 
SutherandShite 70 20 203096 102-6 80 
Bankstown City Lonsé9 21 15 33 88 114-28 78 
Ponrth Nopoan Uld 65 22 12 31 74 114-0 78 
Gladoovile Spit 70 21.9 40 89 198-7 72 
‘APLA.Lebharct 70 18 8 43.66 152-26 63 
‘Schofels Scorpions 70 15 18 99 68 168-80 61 


FIRST GRADE ‘Sutherland Shire Sharks 2 Gladesvile Spnt 2, Manly SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
United FC 4 St George 0, Marcori Stations 2 GRADE 13: Bonnyrigg While Eagles 0 Granville 
® WOLF A D Pt Schoflds Soomions 0, Blacktown City 2 Parramatta Rage 0, Canterbuy Barkslown 3 Dulwich Hil 0, His 
8602 88 518 For. United 1 Cental Coast Lightning 1, Sydney Wanderers 
8.52 1 35179 17 GRADE 16: Penith Nopoan United 0 Sydney FC 5 Souttiem NSW 0, Macarthur Rams 1 Fraser Park 
8.43 1 211 11 15 — OlympicO, APLA. Leichhardt Tiga 1 Sydney United 1, Novthem Tigars2-Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, 
7 41 2 BW i 13 0, Bankstown Ciy Lions 0 Wolongang Wolves 2, | GRADE 14: Bonnyrigg White Eacles 5 Granvile 
2.31 18133 10 Sutherland Shire Sharks 1 Gladesvile Spit 2, Many Rage 0, Canterbuy Bankstown 2 Oulvich Hil , Hils 
7 31 3 1323-1010 United FC 9 St George 0, Marcori Stallions 3 United 0 Cental Coast Lightning 2, Sydney Wanderers 
8 11 6 8 31-22 4 — Schofields Scorpions 1, Blacktown Cay 1 Parramatta FC 1 Souther NSW 0, Macarthur Rams 2 Fraser Pak 
20172 9-274 Foo 0, Nosthem Tigers 1 Mt Dri Town Rangers 0. 
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GRADE 15: Bonnytigg White Eagles 1 Granite 
FRage 1, Canterbury Bankstown 1 Dulwich Hil 5, Hila 
‘United 6 Central Coast Ughtning 0, Sydney Wandarars 
FC Souther NSW 3, Macerhur Rams 4 Fraser Park 
2, Nother Tigers 1 Mt Dru Town Rangers 4, 

GRADE 16: Bonnyriag White Eagles 0 Granvile 
Rage 1, Canteroury Bankstown 2 Dulwich Hil 1, His 
United 1 Cantal Coast Lightning 2, Syiney Weneerore 
FC 1 Souther NSW 0, Macarthur Rams 2 Fraser Park 
1, Norther Tigers O Mt Druft Town Rangers 1 

GRADE 18: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Granvite 
Rage 3, Canterbury Banksiown 1 Dulwich Hil, Hils 
United 8 Cental Coast ight 0, Spdney Wesnerers 
FC Souttem NSW O, Macarthur Rams 1 Fraser Park 
©, Noxthem Tigers 0 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 4 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 13 
PWOL FAD Pt 
‘Sydney Wanderers 12102 0 349 2552 
Granville Rage 2651 218 1323 
Central Cosst Lightning 126 33 1810 8 21 
Cantorbury Bankstown 126 2 4 1916 3 20 
Frasor Park 2543 2157 19 
Bonnyriag WE 12453 1818.0 17 
Norther Tigers 444 16124 16 
Hills Unite 2945 1821 613 
Southam NSW 123.36 Na -1012 
‘Dulwich Hill 12336 7 17 1012 
Macarttu Rams 122 4 6 1424 -1010 
Mt Druit‘Town, 201 115 2 241 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 14 
Pwo A 
Macarthur Rams 1210.2 7 


2 
4 
2 
4 
4 
4 
Soithom NSW 12426 16204 14 
Bomyrigg WE 1234-5 1213-113 
Gramille Rage 12345 1216413 
Fraser Park 2447 15% 913 
Nortrem Ti 23.27 102 -nH 
Carterbury Bankstown 121 38 7 27 -206 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 16 
PWDLFADP? 
‘Dulwich Hil 2822 m1 13926 
Central Coast Lightning 126 4 2 2128 2 
Northem Tigers 2714 17134 2 
Canterbury Bankstown 127 1 € 16151 22 
MacatturRams = 127 4 4 15141 2 
Sydney Wanderers «127 0 5 25196 tt 
Bonnytiog WE 2624 15132 20 
Hills United 2507 17170 15 
Granville Rage 2426 1219-7 14 
Nt Druitt Town 233.6 1219-7 12 
Fraser Park 21297 695 
Southem NSW W212 8 1922-125 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 18 
PWDLFEAD Pt 
Sydney Wanderers, 127 3 2 197 12.24 
Dulwich Fil 127.3 2 246177 24 
Hills Unted 12723 217 1523 
Bonnyrag WE 1271 4 9621 15.22 
Canterbury Bankston 126 3 3 30245 21 
Norther Tigers 2533 305 19 
Macarthur Rams «125 3. 4 «27 23.4 18 
Southem NSW 2444 Bm 5 16 
Fraser Fark 2426 229 14 
Granvile Rage 2327 1827 -nM 
Ht Dnt Town 1222 8 1529 148 
Central Coast Lightning 12.0 1 11 10-96 26% 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
PWDLFAD Pt 
‘Sydney Wanderers 60 31 10 19 10370 33 103 
ulwieh Hil 8 9110 18.82 73 19 103, 
MecathurRams 60 29 14 17 11580 95 101 
Bonnyrigg WE 8 2713.20 1073 28 94 
Central Coast Lightning60 27 122191 77 14 93 
Canterbury Bankstown 60 26 122291 95 -4 99 
Norhem Tigers 60 23:11 26.81 SI -10 & 
His United @ 2132590 81-1 79 
Granvile Rago 21 16.23 78 94 16 79 
Fraser Park & 29 2985 97 412 75 
SouhemNSW 60 17 15.2874 97 -23 66 
Mt Dnt Town © 11 119855 118-63 44 


DEVELOPMENT YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 

GRADE 19: Belmore Hercules O Blacktown 
Spartans 2, Sychey Universiy 2 Bathurst 75 Westem 
Demons 3, Hursivile City Minotsurs 1 Camden Tigers 
2, Ryde City 2 Rockcale City Suns 1, 

GRADE 14; Belmore Hercules 0 Blacktown 
‘Spartans 2, Syeney University 0 Bathurst 75 Wester 
Demons 3, Horstvile Cy Minotaurs 1 Camdon Taors 
2, Ryde City 0 Rockdala City Suns 2. 

GRADE 15: Belmore Hercules 3 Blacktown 
Spartans 3, Sydney University 0 Bathurst 75 Wostom 
Demons 3, Hurstvile City Minolaurs 0 Camden Tigers 


1, Ryde Cy 0 Rockdale Cty Suns 0, 


GRADE 16: Bolmore Hercules 2 Blacktown 
Spartans 0, Sycney University 1 Bathurst 75 Westem 
Demons 4, Hurstile Gry Minotaurs 2 Camden Tigers 
53, Ryde Cty 0 Rockdale City Suns 2. 


DEVELOPMENT YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 


GRADE 13 

PWDL FAD Pt 

Bathurst 75 1292 1 2512 19.29 
Ryde City 328.1 3 2812 12.25 
Blaokiown Srarans 127} 4 2M § 2 
Rockdale CiySuns. 125 2 § 22975 17 
Camden Tigers 2457 40613 
Hurswvile CiyMin 122 4.6 9 13 4 10 
BeimoeHemies 122 4G 9 22 -1910 
‘Sydney Universty 123 1-8 17 82 -1510 


DEVELOPMENT YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 


GRADE 16 
PWOLFAD Pt 
Bathurst 75 211 0 m3 24 
Hustvlle Cly Min 124 4 ¢ 14 16-2 16 
Rockdale GtySuns. 123.6 3 101-1 15 
Blackiown Spartans 124 2 8 14 16-2 14 
Sydney University § 1235 4 7 4 14 
Belmore Hercules 122 6 4 11 16 5 12 
Ryde City 2336 8 135 12 
‘Camden Tigers 233.6 6 18 -1012 
DEVELOPMENT YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 15 
PWD 
Bathurst 75 12102 
Ryde City 1283 


GRADE 11: Blacktown Association 1 Manly 
Warringah Associaton 0, Granvile Associaton 1 
Nepean Association 0, Gladasvile Homsby 
‘Association 5 Ku-ring-gai Association 0, Eastem 
‘Suburbs Association 3 Central Coast Aszocation 3, 

GRADE 12: Blacktown Association 2 Manly 
Waringah Association 0, Granvile Association 0 
Nepean Association 0, Gladesvile Hornsby 
‘Association 0 Ku-ringgal Association 1, Easter 
‘Suburbs Associafon 1 Central Coast Association 0, 

‘SOUTHERN CONFERENCE: 

GRADE 11: Southem Disticts 0 St George 
‘Association 0, Macarthur Association 0 tawarra 
Assocation 0, Bankstown Assocation 0 Suthertand 
Associaton 5, Southem Branch © Canterbury 
Assocation 4. 

GRADE 12: Southem Disticts 2 St George 
Association 0, Macarthur Association 1 tlawarra 
‘Association 0, Bankstown Association 0 Sutherand 
‘Association 1, Southem Branch 0 Canterbury 
‘Association 2 


PWDL FAD Pt 
GladesvileHomsby 127 3 2 3517 18 24 
Manly Waringah Asso 127 2 3 25 13 12 23 
Eastam Suburbs Asso 125 5 2 2820 8 20 
Granvile Association 125 3 4 17.20 3 18 
Central Coast Asso 123 5 4 1619 3 14 
Nepean Associaton 114 1 6 1219-7 13 
Blackdown Associafon 123 3 6 1215 -3 12 
KuRing-GaiAsso 11 1 2 8 6 28 -225 


‘aittack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 11 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Pwo 
‘Sutherland Association 12 10 
‘Southam Districts Asso 129 9 
Wawrarra Assocation 125 4 
Ganterbury Associaton 125 2 
St Gorge Association 124 4 
3 
1 
2 


Macarthur Association 12 4 
Bankstown Association 12 1 
Soutbem Branch = 120 


-"aBsBIen™ 
BEERS SAD 


PWoLFAD Pt 
Blzoktown Associaton 12.10% 1 S15 28 3t 
Nepean Association 118 2 1 289 1926 
Granvile Associaton 128 2 2 258 17 26 
Many Waringah Asso 124 2 5 1922 3 14 
GlecesviloHomsty 124 1 7 9 20-1113 
KuRing-GalAsso 114.9 7 1215-3 12 
Eastem Suburbs Asso 123.0 9 6 28 -229 
Central Coast Asso. 122 0 109 92 296 


‘attack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: ROUND 12 
GRADE 12 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


PWDLFAD Pt 
255 1930 


Sutherland Association 12.9 
Macarthur Association 12.9 
StGeorge Association 12 6 
Bankstown Associaton 125 


‘Southem Districts Asso 12 5 1607 117 
Mawarra Association 12 3 9420 
Canterbury Associaton 12 1 4 20-165 


evune-ne 


Southem Branch 121 


6 92 263 


@ *<20 


Rockdale nail 
another win 


By Paul Goodwin 


eadlers Rockdale City Suns picked 

up maximum points against 

‘Sydney Wanderers with a 3-0 win 
at the Rockdale inden Sports Centre on 
Sunday. 

Chris Cop grabbed the first with a nice 
finish in the opening minute and when Pece. 
Zaikoyski made it 2-0 in the sixth minute it 
was going to be a very hard road home for 
the Wanderers. 

Zaikovski managed to make it 3-0 by the 
76th to keep his Sunsf side atop the table, 
with second-placed Bonnyrigg set to play 
their catch-up game on Wednesday night at 
Central Coast. 

FC Bossy Liverpool, who drew with 
Bonnyrigg 0-0 midweek, went down 1-0to 
Granville Rage at Ernie Smith Reserve on 
Sunday. 

Rage had appeared to be in something of 
aform slump, but they dug deep anda gam- 
ble by coach Ricky Budini bore impressive 
retums. 

Bossy looked to be on the improve so 
when Budini threw on the injured Kris 
Holbrook from the bench it looked like an 
increasingly desperate move from a team 
which has struggled to score. 

But Holbrook produced the goods, scor- 
ing a nice header from a Daniel Willoughby 
free kick in the 75th minute, 

Holbrook’s reward was to be put back in 
cotton wool, with a return to the beach for 
the closing stages of the game. 

Sunday also saw Dulwich Hill looking 
for their first win under new coach Paul 
Carter when the strong Penrith Nepean 
United team came to Arlington Oval. 

Penrith, coming off a great home win 
over Rockdale the previous Saturday night, 
‘went on with the job with a convincing 2-0 
win. 

Tn the 8th minute a low cross from the 
right by Stewart Van Bentum eluded every 
defender in the goalmouth and was driven 
home at the far post by Penrithis new 
attacking weapon, Ben Burrows. 

Penrith controlled the game throughout 
the first half and after going close again a 
number cf times made it 2-0 in the 41st 
minute. 

This time Ben Wright got the ball over 
from the right and Danny Wells was able to 


Fed 


Saturday 3rd June 
Fairfield City Lions 
Granville Rage 

Sydney Wanderers 


Penrith Nepean United 


Sunday 4th June 
Northern Tigers 
Stanmore Hawks 

St George Saints 
Sydney University 


put away a far post header, further embar- 
rassing the out of touch Dulwich defence. 

The second half saw Dulwich attacking 
constantly without really threatening as 
Paul Weare and his men took a strangle- 
hold on the game. Dulwich keeper Roy Bell 
made several reflex saves late in the game 
as Penrith caught the home side on a few 
counter attacks. 

Meanwhile, Fraser Park FC led Sydney 
University 1-0 at Fraser Park, until the 89th 
‘minute when the Students grabbed a late 
equaliser, 

Fraser took the lead through Alex Leris 
in the 74th but Tom Corte bobbed up with 
the vital levelling goal just as The Dragons 
fans were hailing their teamfs first win in 
weeks, 

On Saturday afternoon Canterbury 
‘Bankstown Berries and Fairfield City Lions 
shared an exciting 2-2 draw at the Dune 
Gray Velodrome, 

The Berries led twice through penalties 
put away by Nick Polimenakos after hand- 
balls in the box, the first after only 30 sec- 
onds, but each time the Lions fought back. 

Bill Sevinc finished off a smart move 
just five minutes in and after Canterbury 
scored their second penalty in the 22nd 
having controlled mest of the first half, 
Fairfield got right on top after the break. 

Robbie Younis slotted home in the 55th 
after an exchange of passes with Sevine but 
both teams missed great chances to wrap up 
the win, 

Bonnyrigg retumed home to pick up 
‘another valuable win in their title quest, but 
they did it at the cost of losing gifted strik- 
er, Dalibor Drea, to a shattered leg after an 


unfortunate collision with the St George 
keeper in the 65th minute, 

The game was held up for half an hour 
while the stricken player was attended to by 
paramedics and taken to Liverpool hospital. 

Bonnyrigg wound up 3-2 winners in a 
seesawing match. 

After Bonnyrigg had led from a direct 
free kick by Ivan Vojvodic in the fifth 
minute, the Saints levelled two minutes 
before the break when player-coach, Vince 
Savoca, making his debut for the season, 
lashed the ball home inside the goalmouth. 

‘The White Eagles levelled again in the 
‘64th when Joe Brunifs excellent cross from 
the left was nodded home at the far post by 
Daniel Cortez-Pando, but Paul Bilokapic 
claimed an equaliser for St George in the 
81st from a low, acute angled shot. 

‘Three minutes from time some intense 
Bonnyrige pressure led to Matthew Mayora 
slamming home after a frantic scramble in 
the goalmouth, sealing the narrow win and 
keeping Bonnyrigg right in the title race. 

Central Coast Lightning were shocked 
by Stanmore Hawks at Pluim Park, going 
down 5-1 with Neil Philippou, ina rich vein 
of scoring form these days, getting a hat 
trick for the Hawks. 

Philippou got there first when the ball 
had not been cleared from a tenth minute 
free kick and the Hawks led 1-0 at the 
break. 

John Pieris then set up substitute David 
James for the second in the 64th and John 
Fotiadis added a third as the visitors raced 
to a handy lead, with Philippow grabbing 
two more, Matt Simonis 79th minute strike 
for the Coast team doing little more than 


LEADING 


GOALSCORERS 
Sash Tirovski (RCS), 
Neil Philippou (SH), 


Robert Younis (FCL), 
Nick Polimenakos (CBB), . 


Rounp 14 


FC Bossy Liverpool 
Rockdale City Suns 
Dulwich Hill 

Fraser Park FC 


Central Coast Lightning 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Canterbury B'town Berries 
Macarthur Rams 


Norford Park 
Garside Park 
Hajduk Stadium 
‘Cook Park (St Marys) 


Parklands Oval 
Arlington Oval 

St George Stadium 
Sydney Uni Oval No.1 


WINTER Super LEAGUE FIXTURES 


6:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 


3:00pm 
3:00pm 
3:00pm 
3:00pm 
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restore some pride. 
‘The win keeps Stanmore’s semi-finals 
hopes alive. 

Finally, Macarthur Rams went down 1-0 
to top five aspirants, Norther Tigers, at 
Lynwood Park. 


Daniel Mittiga got his bead to a fine 
cross from the right by talented wingman 
Paul Davies in the 24th minute and that was, 
the end of The Rams, who have struggled 
all yea. 


WINTER SuPER LEAGUE First GRADE 
Rounp 13 


Rockdale City Suns 2 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 128 4 0 2% 13 1 28 
Penrith Nepean United oar fo 26 1sh8: (6 425 
Northem Tigers 136 4 3 17 125 2 
Stanmore Hawks 136 38 4 2 12 12 21 
Granville Rage 36 38 4 18 14 4 «2 
Fairfield City Lions 36 3 4 2 23 3 2 
St George Saints 185 4 4 2 203 19 
FC Bossy Liverpool 185 4 4 0 191 19 
Central Coast Lightning 1255) 4 8) 720) 33.918 
Canterbury BtownBeries 13 3 «5 5 26 23 3 14 
Sydney University 132 6 5 15 21 6 12 
Fraser Park FC 13° 3 7 18 2 -t1 12 
Macarthur Rams 132 4 7 10 27 -17 10 
Dulwich Hil 131 4 8 15 2 07 
Sydney Wanderers 1430 3 106 23 -173 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 
Rounp 13 


E A D Pts 
‘Sydney University 1 8 23 36 
Sydney Wanderers 187 4 2 23 13 10 25 
FC Bossy Liverpool 13,7, (2s oS) 12 2 28) 
Si George Saints 136 3 4 28 208 21 
Central Coast Lightning 136 3 4 2 206 21 
Dulwich Hill 12,63 53) (22) 1854 31 
Macarthur Rams 136 2 5 27 243 20 
Penrith Nepean United 35 44 2 20 19 
Stanmore Hawks 135 3 5 19 13 6 18 
Canterbury Btown Berries 185 1 7 20-25 5 16 
Rockdale City Suns 124 1 7 «17 26 9 13 
Fraser Park FC 193 4 6 11 2 -1413 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 18.9 93,1720 27 7 12 
Fairfield City Lions 133° 3 7 18 30 -12 12 
Northern Tigers 132 4 7 12 28 -16 10 
Granville Rage a ae 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE RESULTS 
Rounp 13 


FIRST GRADE: Central Coast Lightning 1 (M Simon 79') Stanmore Hawks 5 (N 
Philippou 10°/37'/41", J Pieris 29°, J Fotiadis 30°), Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 (I Vojvodic 4", D 
Cortez. Pando 63°, M Mayora 87') St George Saints 2 (V Savoca 42’, P Bilokapic 80 
‘Canterbury Bankstown Berries 2 (N Polimenakos 2'/30") Fairfield City Lions 2 (B Sevinc 5’, 
R Younis 55’), Macarthur Rams 0 Northern Tigers 1 (D Mittiga 24"), FC Bossy Liverpool 0 
Granville Rage 1 (K Holbrook 75"), Rockdale City Suns 3 (C Cop 1’, P Zaikovski 6'776") 
‘Sydney Wanderers FC 0, Dulwich Hil 0 Penrith Nepean United 2 (B Burrows 17’,D Wells 


41), Fraser Park FC 1 (A Leris 74”) Sydiney University 1 (T Corte 89"). 

GRADE 20: Central Coast Lightning 3 Stanmore Hawks 0, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
0 St George Saints 1, Canterbury Bankstown Berries 2 Fairfield City Lions 3, Macarthur 
Rams 2 Northern Tigers 1, FC Bossy Liverpool 1 Granville Rage 0, Rockdale City Suns 1 
Sydney Wanderers FC 1, Dutwich Hill 2 Penrith Nepean United 2, Fraser Park FC 0 
Syeiney University 5. 


RESCHEDULED GAMES: ROUND 4: 
FIRST GRADE: FC Bossy Liverpool 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0. 
GRADE 20: FC Bossy Liverpool 4 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0. 
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Koalas hreach University fortress 


oe 


‘orth West Sydney Kealas defeat- 

ed Sydney University 2-1 at 

Sydney University Oval on the 
weekend, ending the home side’s 
impressive unbeaten streak. 

In what was an evenly matched game, 
cither side could have taken the points, but 
the away side’s persistence in attack and 
constant badgering of the Sydney Uni goal 
was the difference between the two sides. 

The Koalas took the lead in the first half 
through Jess Seaman and it stayed that 
‘way carly on, with the away side going 
into the break with a slender one-goal 
advantage. 

The second half was again evenly 
matched, with plenty of end-to-end action. 
Both teams were resilient in defence and 
‘weren't afraid to venture forward in search 
of glory. 

‘After some good work on the left wing 
by Ruby Taylor, a golden opportunity was 
wasted by North West’s Jess Seaman. 
Minutes later, Danny Salvi forced the 
Sydney University keeper into a great save 
after a brilliant tum in the box and well 
placed shot. 

However, Sydney University stole an 
equaliser in the 60th minute to get back 
into the game. 

A low cross from the left hand side of 
the park was misjudged by Anna McLean, 
allowing Angelina Koncurat to slide in 


Arrive ali¥é nsw womens 


SUPER > 


LEAGUE 


and knock the ball past Erin Hunter in the 
North West goal. 

The goal boosted Sydney University, 
who then began applying more pressure 
and attacked with more confidence. 

Both teams had chances, but neither 
team could seize control. Danny Salvi 
wasted a golden opportunity for the away 
side when she blasted the ball over the bar 
from right in front. 

Both sides had many more second half 
‘opportunities to take the game, but it was 
North West, thanks to their relentless 
attacking play, who found a winning goal 
seven minutes from time. 

A free kick from outside the area was 
tipped onto the bar by the Sydney 
University keeper, allowing Jess Seaman 
to drill home the rebound and seal the win. 

Elsewhere, it was a game of two halves 
at Peel Park between Gladesville Ravens 
and Manly United FC, with Manly win- 
ning 5-1. 

Manly dominated the first half and went 
into the break with a 4-0 lead. 


North West Sydney's two-goal hero Jess Seaman shields the ball 


EXCL 


Here’s your chance to get bel 


But the second half saw a rejuvenated 
Ravens side take the pitch, with the intro- 
duction of substitute Fatma Agar having 
an immediate impact for the home side as 
she slotted a fine drive past the keeper. 

Gladesville pressurised their opponents 
for the rest of the game, but were unable to 
put the ball away. After a tough and close 
second half, Manly sealed their win with a 
spectacular long range effort. 

In other matches, Central Coast 
Lightning have jumped up to fourth posi- 
tion of the table after their emphatic 13-0 
home victory over the Northern Tigers, 
making it two consecutive high-scoring 
wins for Central Coast in as many weeks. 

Second placed Ilawarra defeated 
Penrith Nepean 4-1, while competition 
leaders Marconi were victorious yet again, 
disposing of UNSW 5-1. 

Southern Branch had no problems 
against Blacktown with a convincing 8-1 
win, while things weren't as easy at St 
George Stadium with the home side only 
just defeating Bathurst 3-2. 

Sutherland picked up their third consec- 
utive win at Lynwood Park, beating 
Macarthur Rams 1-0, 


Arrive alive 
WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE: 
ROUND 12 


FIRST GRADE: Southem Branch 8 (S Pugh 
‘YiB/55m K Clarke 10/28/70m K French 37m * 
Meehan 81m) Blacktown Spartans 1 (E Shit &4m), 
Central Coast Lightning 13 (K Pearce 2/12/21m G 
Blanch 4/3015 1/83m K Warren 45m S Hudson Sim 
J Hedge 60m R Hartley 70/72m S Hockey 88m) 
Northom Tigors 0, St George FC 3 (M Toumbetekie 
23m C Ameid 66m K Halaska 83m) Bathurst City 2 
(G Rosconi 10/S6m), Mawarra Stingrays 4 (MU 
(Camey x1 Kerigen x tpen J Cooper x2) Penrith 
‘Nepean Unted 1 (N Laws x1), Sydney University 1 
(A Koncurat 60m) NWS Koalas 2( J Seaman 7m S 
[De Francesco &3m), Gladesville Ravens 1 (F Agat 
31) Manly United FC-5 (E Bates x 1A Nakao x 1 K 
Hensman x 2 T Leggett x 1), UNSW 2 (A Smith 
44m S Chovcait 52m) Matconi Stafens- 3. (A 
Gevanegh 31/41/76), Macarthur Rams 0 
uthertand Sharks 1 (N Splcovski 68m), 

GRADE 21: Southern Branch 0 Blackiown 
Spartans 2. Central Coast Ughtning 8 Northem 
Tigers 2, StGeorge FC 1 Bathurst Cty 4, lawarra 
Stingrays 1 Penrith United 8, Sydney 
University 0 NWS Koalas 2, Gladesvile Ravers 1 
Manly United FC 9, UNSW 0 Marconi Stalions 1, 
Macasthur Rams 1 Sutherland Sharks 5; 


FAD Pt 
54104431 
52 1042 25 
53 1835 22 
411229 21 
3118.13 20 
ma t84 19 
259 1618 
291010 17 
16151 17 
251510 16 
2434015 
28199 14 
202-3 12 
23-48-257 

112 8-800 

110 95-950 
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WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 12 


GRADE 21 


P WO 
Central Coast Lightning 11 10 


FAD Pt 
521240 31 
543 5190 
401426 26 
307 2326 
33 1028 23 
309 2123 
1824-6 15 
18213 14 
1925-4213 
721-4 12 
1831-1312 
1647-319 
1829-118 
9 37-286 
5 6302 
08 56-481 


EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 


The Soccer NSW Futsal Department is seeking Expressions of 
Interest from Clubs who wish to participate in the 2006/07 Soccer 


NSW Premier Futsal League. 


The Competition will be held on Saturday afternoon and nights 
commencing, September 06 until completion in February 07. 


Clubs will be required to field teams in the following age 


categories: 
@ 12 Yr Boys 
@ 14 Yr Boys 
@ 16 Yr Boys 


© Youth (19 Years) Men 
© Open Men 


© 13 Yr Girls 
® 16 Yr Girls 


@ Open Women 


For further information please contact 
Soccer NSW Futsal Department on (02) 814 4464 or Email 
I@soccernsw.com.aul <mailto:futsal@soccernsw.com.au> 


Applications close Saturday June 3rd 2006 


SIVE SOCCEROOS 
WORLD CUP PACK! 


id the Socceroos at the 


2006 World Cup and at the same time take advantage 
of an awesome offer from the Soccer Wearhouse. 


For a limited time only, we're offering a special bundle 
to celebrate Australia’s first appearance at a World Cup 
in 32 years. Included in the exclusive World Cup pack 
is an official Australian Home or Away jersey (Adults 
sizes Small to XXL) plus a ‘Never Say Never" T-Shirt all 
for just $130! That's the same price some retailers are 

charging for the Socceroos jersey alone! 
For more information on this fantastic deal, contact 


the friendly staff at 


The Soccer Wearhouse on 8814 4438 


to place your order. 
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PELE —-tngtana can doit’ 
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World Cup 
Friendiles profiled 
be a 


i Gilardino primed for Worlk 


- Cafu, the footballing legend - page 24 
- Italian soccer corruption scandal - page 29 
- West Ham striker ruled out of World Cup - page 30 
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(® azsw: 


‘© wortpD cup news © 


Thank you jor the music 


Courtesy fifa.com 


five-man band from 
Sydney, Freedom of 
‘Thought were the winners 
of a contest+ organised by 
Australian broadcaster SBS to 
find Australia's official Germany 
2006 song, and speaking ahead of 
their big night before a 95,000 


forms. They compliment each 
other because of the passion in 
both.” 

Music and football certainly 
have a long (and occasionally bar- 
‘monious) history together and the 
Australian anthem is continuing a 
tradition of FIFA World Cup songs 
~ official or otherwise - that dates 
back four decades to the 1966 finals 
in England. That year's tournament 


song was named after its mascot, a 
friendly lion called "World Cup 
Willie 

Music is such an integral feature 
of the modern-day FIFA World Cup 
that one song is no longer enough. 
Forty years on and another lion, the 
Germany 2006 mascot GOLEO V1, 
has his own album. Before a ball 
‘has even been kicked at the tourna- 
meat, GOLEO has scored a No.1 
hit with his first single from the 
album, ‘Love Generation’, recorded 
with Bob Sinclar. 

That is just the tip ofthe iceberg. 
‘This year's toumament will bring 
us both an official song, ‘Time of 
Our Lives’ by singing quartet Il 
Divo and Toni Braxton, and an offi- 
cial anthem, ‘Celebrate the Day’, 
performed by German artist 
‘Herbert Gronemyer and the west 
‘Aftican dio Amadou and Mariam, 


A further number, Shakira's 
‘Hips don't Lie’ will also feature on 
the official tournament album, 
Voices, and will be performed by 
the Colombian singer at the FIFA 
World Cup final, ‘The 
presence of such artists 
muintains the recent 


(Boom!, Korea/Japan 
2002) and Ricky Martin 
(La Copa de la Vida 
France 98). 

For many fans, itis their own 
teams’ anthems that capture the 
imagination, This years offerings 
include Embrace's England song 
"World At Your Feet and Maximus 
Dan's ‘Fighter for Trinidad and 
Tobago, Looking back in time, 
though, it is songs by the teams 


themselves that often stick in the 
mind. 

‘The West Germany team dis- 
played their familiarity with the 
Spanish phrasebook for three tour- 
naments running when 
recording songs for 
|Argentina 78 (‘Buenos 
ldias, Argentina’), 
Spain 82 (‘Olé 
\Espafia’) and Mexico 


186 (‘Mexico, mi amor’. 


‘Far Away in America’, recorded 
with the Village People. 

England fans remember fondly 
their 1982 squad's song "This Time 
(Welll Get It Right). OF course, 
they are still waiting for that pledge 
to be realised although, musically 
at least, their team got it right eight 
years later when recording the 


hugely popular 'World in Motion’ 
with New Order — a song featuring 
‘a memorable rap from John Barnes. 

Bares is not the only FIFA 
World Cup star to try his luck in the 
recording studio. In his pomp, the 
legendary Pele recorded several 
songs with Brazilian artist Elis 
Regina, while prior to Spain 82, 
Brazil left-back Junior enjoyed a hit 
with 'Voa canarinho, voa' (Fly 
canary, fly). 

Today Brazilian fans still sing 
the song for the 1970 finals, whose 
chorus runs: "Pra Frente Brasil, 
Salve a Selegao" (Go on Brazil, 
Hail the Selegao). Of course, a tri- 
umphal tone is acceptable when 
‘you are Brazilian but Scottish fans, 
for instance, cringe with embarrass- 
ment when they recall some of their 
teams’ FIFA World Cup tunes. 

‘Easy, easy! was hardly appropri- 


ate for a team eliminated in the first 
round in 1974 and the Scots suf- 
feted the same fate in 1978, despite 
Rod Stewart's claim in ‘Ole, ola’ 
that: "Were gonna bring that World 
Cup back from over there. The 
Scots learnt their lesson eventually 
and by France 98 their anthem sim- 
ply pleaded: "Don't come home too 
soon.” 

‘There are no wild promises from 
Down Under as Australia prepare 
for theirfirst FIFA World Cup in 32 


years. 

Instead, Freedom of- Thought 
have set out to capture the excite- 
ment of the Australians’ retum to 
the world stage: "T wanna jump and 
scream/ In a stadium full of 
‘Australians/Wearing my green and 
gold.” At the Socceroos’ send-off 
on Thursday night, nobody is going 
to argue with those sentiments. 


Gilardino 


looking forward 
to World Cup 


eal Madrid and Spain right 

back Michel Salgado suf- 

2 hamstring Injury in 

training late last week, which could 
rule him out of the World Cup. 

The full back picked up the injury 

while doing the usual stretching exer- 

cises, and had to withdraw immediate- 

ly. 
He was inspected by team doctor 


Genaro Borris, who confirmed that it 
looked like a strong (muscle) pull.He 
‘was hopeful it would be nothing seri- 
ous, but mentioned that a tear, if con- 
firmed, could mule him ‘out of the 
World Cup. 

However, the Spanish team doctor 
said everyone would have to wait for 
a couple of days to find out about the 
extent of the injury, as scans would 


Alberto Gilardino celebrates a goal for AC Milan. 
The twenty-three year-old striker will be looking to 
caledrate Wat tenor vestatg the Arai fereey 
Germany. 
Iberto Gilardino is raring to go in sight of Italy’s 
opening match at the World Cup on June 12th 

Ghana. 


Alberto Gilardino defended Italy from Franz Beckenbauer’s 
attack that the Azzuri would pay psychologically for the cor- 
ruption-scandal that bas erupted in Italy over the past weeks. 

“He should think about his Germany, and we shall think of 
playing with nothing to hide.” 

The former Parma striker is looking forward to the upcom- 
ing World Cup, his first major Intemational tournament. 

“Among us there is a lot of expectation and will to do well. 
‘We can't wait to play and give our best for this shirt. 

“Lippi called-up those who deserved it. Pippo (Inzaghi) this 
year retuned to do great things and deserved the call-up. Luca 
isa formidable player, an important added value for the nation- 
al team.” 

Gilardino could prove a lucky charm for the Azzurri, as the 
23 year-old striker was bom on the Sth of July 1982, the same 
historic day when Italy defeated Brazil in the Spanish World 
Cup, which the national team then Went on to win. 


only be carried out following two days 
of rest. 

"The tests which will determine if it 
is just a strong blow or a tear, will be 
carried out after two days, because 
re) will be more accurate after 48 


at impression is that there is no 


serious damage, nothing that should 
not heal in five days.” 


Salgado in World Cup scare 


However, doubts continue to per- 
sist, as the injury is of similar nature, 
and in the exact spain spot as the one 
that ruled him out of the 2004 
Enropean Championships. 

Salgado himself is reported to be 
very pessimistic, as he is said to be 
experiencing pains very similar to 
four years ago. 


Sheva’s World 


Andre! Secrenks salutes his AC Milan EE Could 
Sheva be leaving Milan and headed to London to join Chelsea? 
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ndrei Shevchenko’s pres- 

ence at the World Cup in 

.Germany is not at all guar- 
anteed, The Ukranian International 
must await reports from his Milan 
doctors before word on whether he 
will feature in Ukraine's opening 
‘World Cup fixtures can be con- 
firmed. 

And this is the start of a cracial 
period for the 29-year-old Milan strik- 
er, as he had earlier promised the 
Rossoneri a decision on his future by 
no later than Thursday, 25th May as 
Chelsea continue to press for the 
‘Ukraine captain's signature, 

Shevchenko injured his knee earlier 
this month in a game against Parma 
and has struggled to regain fitness, but 
the was named in the Ukraine squad 
despite the problem, How could they 
Jeaye him out? Ukraine have already 
lost key defender Sergiy Fedoro 
through a hip injury that will require at 
least three months to heal, and goal- 
keeper Oleksandr Shovkovsky is still 
fighting to overcome a lingering neck 
problem. 

“My health is improving with each 
passing day." said Shevchenko. 

"I cannot push my treatment for- 


Cup fitness battle 


ward too quickly. 

"Doctors will examine me and 
things will become clear on my hopes 
for the World Cup". 

Meanwhile Chelsea have been 
Keeping up the pressure on the 
Rossoneri for the acquisition of the 
strikers signature, but Milan remain 
understandably eager to keep him. 
‘They recently tabled a lucrative 2 year 
extension to his current contract and 
published this statement on the Milan 
website: 

'Shevchenko's future is at the heart 
of every Milan fan and it's for this 
very reason that Milan have proposed 
to Andriy & contract extension until 
2011! 

One thing is certain. His presence 
will be sorely missed if he fails to 
make the hoped for recovery. Last sea 
‘son he was Milan's top scorer with 19 
goals in 28 league appearances and 
also bagged 9 Champions League 
goals. 

Ukraine have warm-up matches 
against Costa Rica- 28th May, Italy - 
June 2nd, Libya - June Sth and 
Laxembourg - June 8th before their 
‘opening Group H match against Spain 
on Jane 14th. 


aBswid) 
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otal iol ld 
to always ron out for teams that have 
‘Golden Ball winners on their side. 

None of the winners of the, Golden Ball 
award have seen their countries go on to win 
the World Cup, ever since the awards incep- 
tion in 1956. 

‘Some may say itis just a coincident, though 

for others, it may truly be something more, 

‘There haye been twelve editions of the 

World Cup since 1956. Of the ten times that 
the Golden Ball winner's nation has participat- 
ed in it, no less than five have ended in trau- 
matic final defeats for the respective countries. 


Five Final Losses 

The first of the five final losses came in 
1970, when reigning Golden Ball winner 
Gianni Rivera (AC Milan) saw his Italian side 
routed 4-1 by Brazil in the find. 

History repeated itself four years later. It 
was Jobann Cruyffs turn to bring bad luck to 
the Dutchmen, one of the favourites for the 
competition. They made it to the final too, but 
were pipped to the post by West Germany (2- 
1), who had (luckily?) seen both Gerd Miiller 


A fat chance the West Germans had in 
1982, then, after Karl-Heinze Rummenigge 
(Bayern Munich) won the Ball, and was fol- 
lowed home my compatriots Paul Breiner 
(2nd) and Bemd Schuster (3rd). They were 
duly hammered 3-1 by the Italians in the final. 
Then there was 1994, pethaps the year 
when lady Tuck evaded the Golden Ball winner 
in the worst possible way. Rewind to that dra- 
‘matic final between Brazil and Italy, which the 
South Americans won 3-2 on penalties after 
Roberto Baggio skewed his chance. Now take 
‘one guess who won the Golden Boot in 1993! 

For those who didn't get it, it was none other 
than Baggio. 

Fast forward four years to 1998. Brazil were 
the big pre-tournament favourites, and made it 
to the final against France. However, they 
were duly mauled 3-0. Ronaldo had won the 
Golden Ball in 1997 afier scoring 34 League 
goals for Barcelona. 

Tf that was not enough, France had been led 
by some superb displays from Zidane, who 
‘had been one of the favourites for the individ- 
ual award himself, following a Serie A and a 
Champions League final with Juventus. 


Grd) and Franz Beckenbauer (4th) lose out to 


Caryff. 


Thankfully for France, he had eventually 
finished third. 


Raul: We are going 
to Germany to win 


pain skipper Raul 

made it clear to the 

rest of the world that 
he had full faith in the 
national team, and that if 
they were going to the 
ven Cup, it was only to 


ether i alot of expecta 
tion in the squad, and we are 
very motivated to start our 
training.” be said upon his 
arrival in Las Rozas, where 
the team will be training 
before they leave for the 
World Cup. 

"This is a World Cup, 
which always has surprises, 


and hopefully one of them is 
Spain. 

"But if we go itis for win- 
ning," he declared. “If we 
didn't feel that way, it would 
be a waste of time, 

"We have the qualities for 
success, but it is necessary to 
go one step at a time, with 
confidence," 

Raul also had words of 
praise for coach Luis 
‘Aragones: "The coach has the 
very clear ideas on what we 
must do, 

“In the practice games, we 
must all give our best so as to 
hit peak form." 


Speaking about himself, he 
assured that he was feeling 
‘great, having recovered com- 
pletely from the knee injury 
suffered in December. 

"Despite the injury, I am 
going to the get to the World 
Cup in great shape. It can be 
my last one, and I am very 
motivated,” he added. 

The Spanish National team 
has continually failed to 
break through and make a big 
impact at a World Cup tour- 
nament, though the calibre of 
players in the squad does sug- 
gest that 2006 could be their 


Spanish eupportere are hoping that 2006 will be there year atter continually 
failing at the World Cup. Raul (bottom, second from right) will captain the 


team in Germany. 


er Poland coach 
Kazimierz Gorski, 
‘who led the country 


toa third-place finish at the 
1974 FIFA World Cop and 
Olympic gold, has died at 
the age of 85, PAP mews 
agency reported = on 
‘Tuesday. 

Bom in Lviv, now in 
‘Ukraine, Gorski coached the 
national team from 1970-76, 
overseeing the golden era of 
Polish football that produced 
players lice Kazimierz Dejna, 
Grzegorz Lato, Robert 
Gadocha and Wlodzimierz 
Lubanski. 

"I dont think I am offend- 
ing anyone by saying that he 
was the Pope of Polish foot- 
ball," said former goalkeeper 
Jan Tomaszewski, whose 
heroic saves against England 
at Wembley took Gorski's 
team to the 1974 FIFA World 
Cup. 

“He was a second father to 


ina 1999 Copa 
‘America game against 
‘Venezuela when he scored a 
goal reminiscent of Pele's 
1958 famous World Cup 
final effort. 
‘Two minutes afier coming on 
as a substitute for his second 
intemational appearance, the 
19-year-old Ronaldinho 
flicked the ball over a defend- 
ct, swept past another and 
fired the ball into the goal 
between goalkeeper Renny 
‘Vega and the near post. 
Tt was clear that Brazil had 
unearthed another gem. 
Seven years on, Ronaldinho 
is widely acclaimed as the 
world's best. 
No other player has such a 
‘wide range of tricks af his dis- 
posal and no other player 
seems to enjoy himself, as 
illustrated by Ronaldinho's 
trademark grin. 
Yet there is still an underlying 
feeling in Brazil that some- 
thing is missing from 
Ronaldinho's career. 


the 2002 World Cup winning 
team, Ronaldinho has yet to 
perform at his very best for 
his country on a consistent 
basis. 

There have been flashes of 
his brilliance but, as often as 
not, he has failed to meet 


me. For what we achieved 
with him, he will live in my 
heart forever,’ Tomaszewski 
told Reuters. 


Zico thanks 


Japan coach Zico said 
thank you to the thousands of 
‘people who have been and are 
still going to Fukushima 
Prefecture to watch the 
national team go through 
their paces in the training 
camp. 

Over the course of last 
week, 23,000 people flocked 
to the small town of Naraha 
to take a look at the Asian 
Champions before they left 
for Europe on Friday. 

"There are people coming 
from all over the place to 
show their support here and 
that is obviously very pleas- 
ing and we are grateful," Zico 


expectations. 

Tn 2002, for example, he 
played second fiddle to 
Rivaldo and Ronaldo and 
blotied his copybook. by 
being sent off early in the sec- 
ond half of the quarter-final 
against England shortly after 
scoring the winning goal. 
There is little doubt that his 
World Player of Year award 
in 2005 was achieved on the 
basis of what he did with 
Barcelona rather than Brazil, 
even allowing for his display 
in the Confederations Cup. 

‘It may seem harsh to say that 
Ronaldinho still has some- 
thing to prove but the player 
seems ready to have the last 
laugh. 

His performances for Barca 
during their march to the 
Champions League final have 
been spell-binding, even 
though he was not at his 
absolute best in their 2-1 win 
over Arsenal in the final in 
Paris on May 17. 

Last year he scored one of the 
greatest goals ever seen in a 
European tie in England 
when he rifled home an 
unstoppable shot against 
Chelsea in the Champions 
League at Stamford Bridge, 
‘This season he created a mag- 
nificent goal for Ludovic 
Giuly to score against AC 
Milan in the Champions 
League semi-final in Milan. 
‘There is now a huge expecta- 


THETA (id) Former Poland coach 
ay! Gorski dies aged 85 


siapaees Nath Ban coach 760 abngakta 
Tsuneyasu Miyamoto during a recent training 


session in Japan. 


told reporters. players and more importantly 
"It makes training feel that gives them a sense of respon- 
extra bit special for the sibility." 


tion on him to perform to 
those high standards in the 
finals in Germany. 

For Brazilians, who have 
been spoiled by the talents of 


Pele, Garrincha and Zico in 
the past, anything other than a 
great World Cup will be seen 
as alet-down, 


Brazil's Ronaldinho will be hoping to be full of 
smiles come July 10th in Germany. 
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WORLD NEWS 


jew players in football history can 
boast such a successful career as 
the evergreen AC Milan defender 
Cafu, and the flying full-back is set to 
break even more records this summer 
in Germany. 

Having recently recovered from a suc- 
cessful knee operation, the 36-year-old 
Brazil captain is determined to prove he 
has lost none of his star quality at the 2006 
FIFA World Cup. While failing to attract 
the sort of attention lavished on Brazil's 
‘Fab Four’ (Kaka, Ronaldinho, Adriano 
and Ronaldo), he has played a vital role in 
countless Brazilian victories over the past 
decade. 

With the Auriverde looking to add yet 
another world crown to their collection 
this summer, Cafu could seal his place 
among the all-time greats. Already the 
most-capped player in Brazilian national 
team history, Cafu is just two games short 
of breaking the record number of FIFA 
World Cup appearances in the famous 
yellow shirt, currently held by his former 
colleagues Dunga and Taffarel (18). 

Having already won more FIFA World 
Cup games in Brazil colours than any 
other player (13), this summer's tourna- 
ment in Germany could see Cafu equal 
Pele's record tally of three FIFA World 
Cup wins (along with Ronaldo, a non- 
playing substitute at USA 94), The vastly 
experienced defender could also become 
the only man to have played in four con- 
secutive FIFA World Cup Finals and the 


first captain to lift the coveted Trophy 
twice. 


Cafu, with Brazil's opening FIFA 
World Cup match set to kick off in less 
than a month's time, how are you feeling 
physically? 

Cafuu: Really good. I had some injury 
problems about three months ago, but I 
had a successful operation and now I'm 
back to my best. Pd say that Pm about 98 
per cent fit, so by the time the World Cup 
comes around I should be 100 per cent. 

You recently admitted to feeling harsh- 
ly treated by some sections of the 
Brazilian press, claiming that they only 
write about you when you are having 
problems. 

‘Tt was just heat of the moment stuff. It's 
all water under the bridge now. 


Do you feel hard done by? 
‘No, not at all. 


Does this criticism motivate you? 

Definitely. Whenever your professional 
performance is drawn into question it only 
serves to motivate you more, While criti- 
cism can sometimes make you see things 
from a negative point of view, it can also 
be positive. 


You have been Brazil's number one 
right-back for a number of years and 
remain Carlos Alberto Parreira's first 
choice. How do you feel about competing 
for. ons a with the highly-promising 


T think it's great. Its #sign that there are 
always top players coming out of Brazil. 
Its fantastic for Brazilian football and of 
ccourse-for the national team, 


This tournament could see you break- 
ing a number of records: the most 
appearances for Brazil in FIFA World 
Cup history, the first player to play in 
four FIFA World Cup Finals, and the 
only captain to lift the Trophy twice. 
Have you given these records much 
thought? 

To be perfectly honest [ have. It would 
‘be a great honour to break any of these 
records, especially if was the first captain 
to lift the Trophy twice. Being in this posi- 
tion merely goes to show how much work 
Tve put in throughout my career, any 
records I break will be the fruit of that 
hard graft. However, its vital we remem- 
ber to take things one step at a time. 
Before I can start thinking about breaking 
any records, we have to make sure we 
qualify from our group and then take each 
game as it comes. 


Dida, Cafu, Roque Junior, Lucio, 
Roberto Carlos, Emerson, Ze Roberto, 
Kaka, Ronaldinho, Adriano and 
Ronaldo. How do you compare the cur- 
rent Brazil side with the team that won in 
2002? (Roque Junior was subsequently 
omitted from the final squad). 

‘You can't compare the two teams, espe- 
cially as we don't yet know if that will be 
the starting XI in Germany. I also prefer 
not to talk about any individual players. 


All I can say is that Brazil won in 2002, 
and we will be hoping to do the same this 


year. 


Itis well-documented that you make a 
‘point of respecting all your opponents, 
‘but who do you think will be the team to 
beat in Germany? 

‘The strongest teams are definitely going 
to be the traditionally strong sides, There's 
no point singling out any one team who 
Took better on paper as it counts for noth 
ing. As faras the big names are concerned, 
then Brazil must be considered the 
strongest, but we have to prove that out on 
the pitch. 


How do (Luiz Felipe) Scolari and 
Parreira differ? 

‘There's no real difference. Both have 
won the World Cup so they're both win- 
ners. Naturally they favour different styles 
of management but the pair of them are 
first-class coaches. 


Which manager has had the biggest 
influence on your career? 

Tele Santana without a shadow of 
doubt. His recent death hit me really hard. 
I spoke to his daughter only recently when 
he was still seriously ill. Its a terrible 
shame. Brazilian football has undoubtedly 
Jost one of its biggest names. 


You will celebrate your 36th birthday 
just prior to this summer's tournament 
and have just extended your contract at 
Milan, How much longer will we be able 


Celebrations for Brazil as Cafu lifts the Worid Cup trophy in 2002. Could the Brazilian veteran do the same In Germany in 20067 
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Cafu will turn thirty-six just before 
the World Cup commences in 
Germany, and the Brazilian 
International has no plan on end- 
ing his career just yet. 

to enjoy seeing you in action? 

T sill don't know. As’you said, I've just 
extended my contract with Milan for 
another season and as long as I'm feeling 
‘good, then I'll keep on playing. 


Do you plan to finish your career with 
a team close to your heart? 

T'm not thinking about that at the 
‘moment. I don't see myself hanging up my 
boots for a long while yet! 

When did you decide to pay a special 
tribute to your wife and your neighbour- 
hhood in Sao Paulo after lifting the trophy 
in 2002? (He wore a T-shirt with the name 
of the neighbourhood, Jardim Irene, and 
shouted his wife’Regina's name as he lift- 
ed the Cup.) 

just thought of it there and then, it was 
all very'spontaneous. I think that's why it 
‘was so special. It happened four years ago 
now and people still talk about it. That 
gesture really had a lot of impact. 


Do you already have something in 
mind for this year's tournament? 

No, T've haven't thought of anything 
yet 


Aside from helping Brazil to a sixth 
FIFA World Cup crown, are there any 
other medals that you dream of adding to 
your extensive collection? 

‘My dream as a player is to win the 
Champions League, as that's the only title 
Thaven't won yet. In a wider context and 
on a more personal level, I'd love to be 
able to see a more peaceful and less vio- 
lent world, but that looks increasingly 
unlikely. 


Ronaldinho is the man currently grab- 
bing all the headlines, but just how 
important is your Milan team-mate, 
Kaka? 

T think Kaka is just as important as 
Ronaldinho, just as all the rest of us are 
too. Basically, I don't think that there's any 
one player who is more important than 
anyone else. We will only win in Germany 
if we play together as a team. Great team 
spirit and a winning mentality are even 
more important than technical ability. 


) 


Cc 


believes England can reach the 
pects 
sn ea Tar ines Fils 
recover from 
The Brazil gels himself a three-times 
FIFA World Cup winner, has told English fans 
‘not to despair ahead of the start of next month's 
“finals in Germany, citing his own experience 
__ as proof that an injury to one player need not 
prevent a team from winning the Trophy. 
Rooney remains set to trayel with the 
England squad but the 20-year-old Manchester 
United forward will likely miss most of 
England's group stage matches at least, after 
breaking a foot bone just six weeks before the 


Brazilian great Pele belleves England 
team can still go far in Germany, 
even without star-striker 
Wayne Rooney 
"T think in the last four years, there is no 
doubt England have improved a lot,’ Pele, in 
Britain to promote his autobiography, said 
‘Thursday. "In the last ten years they have been 
the best organised team and have a good 

chance to get to the final, no doubt, 

"Unfortunately for England they have a 
problem with Rooney having broken his foot. 
He is a fantastic player and is a big loss for 
‘England. He is very important for the team. 
‘Who in England has the same level to replace 
him? England do not have anyone at the same 
level at the moment. 

"This is a big problem but even without him 
think England are a very strong team for this 
World Cup." 

Pele burst onto the international stage in 
‘Sweden in 1958 when, as a 17-year-old, he 
starred in Brazil's first FIFA World Cup final 
win. Four years later he was a member of the 
‘squad that defended the trophy in Chile before 
taking a leading role in the 1970 FIFA World 
Cup-winning team in Mexico - perhaps the 
‘greatest team ever to claim the title. 

But Pele had plenty of injury setbacks along 
the way. His semi-final hat-trick and goal dou- 
Be cee eres vin ba le 


1966 - = when the hosts! win gave them the FIPA 
‘World Cup for the only time thus far - Pele was 
relentlessly fouled by opponents on the way to 
Brazil's surprisingly early exit. 

So it was no surprise that former forward 
Pele, now 65, backed England coach Sven- 
Goran Eriksson in the Swede's decision to take 
Rooney with him to Germany. 

"T think it is (right) because it will give con- 


fidence to the team. If the doctor thinks he can 
be recalled, [ think it is good, it makes sense 
for the team and the group. 

"In my first World Cup I did not play the 
first games in Sweden because I was injured. 
But then T came in and the same could happen 
to Rooney. What he has is a little more com- 
plicated than what Thad. I twisted my knee, he 
broke his foot, but today the new technology 
and medicine is much better than before. I 
think Rooney is very important for the compe- 
tition." 

Eriksson has shed his image as a dour yet 
consistent selector by including Arsenal 
teenager Theo Walcott in his FIFA World Cup 
squad. The 17-year-old has not played first- 
team football since joining the Gunners from 
Championship outfit Southampton in January. 

But Pele, who knows better than most what 
it is like to go from near obscurity to global 
stardom in a short space of time, said there was 
10 way his situation was comparable to that of 
Walcott. 


"Nobody has seen him play, even his team- 
mates have not played a game with him. It was 
different for me because when I was 16 I 
played in a tournament against Argentina, so 
when I was at the World Cup I had played sev- 
eral games. 

"When I went to Sweden Thad a little bit of 
experience even though I was the youngest 
player. He has never played. It is difficult to 
say something about how he is going to per- 
form but he was selected because he is a good 


player. 

"It is very difficult to say what is going to 
happen because he does not have the experi- 
ence 

A clearer indication meanwhile of Rooney's 
fitness will emerge on 25 May when he is due 
to have a scan on his problem foot. 

Meanwhile, Pele believes it will be harder 
for his Brazil to win a sixth World Cup 
because it is the favourite, 

Pressure, high expectations and bad luck 
have cost many past favourites, and the 2002 
‘World Cup winner faces the same hurdle, said 
during British visit. ~~ 

"That's the big problem," he said: 

"Today the big opponent of Brazil is being 
the favourite, Always in the World Cup, the 
favourite doesn't succeed." 

The 65-year-old Pele, who won three World 
Cups for Brazil as a player, listed several 
teams who were tripped up after being tabbed 
the favourite, 

He cited the 1982 Brazilian team - Italy beat 
Germany in the final that year - and the Dutch 
teams of 1974 and 1978. 

"Tf you remember in the last World Cup in 
Korea and Japan, Italy and France were 
favourites from Europe and Argentina was the 
best team from South America, and neither 
qualified from their groups," he said. 

‘The football icon said England's decision to 
select unknown 17-year-old striker Theo 
‘Walcott isn't the same as when he was selected 
at 17 for the 1958 finals. 

Pele made his debut for his hometown club 
Santos at 15, and played for Brazil against 
‘Argentina at 16, months before leading his 
country to its first World Cup victory in 
Sweden, scoring in the final against the host. 

‘Walcott has yet to play a single game for his 
‘team, Arsenal in the English Premier League. 

"He has never played. He is going to be 
right in a big competition like the World Cup 
without having experience," Pele said. 

“Nobody can expect him to come onto the 
field and save his team." 
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Copa Libertadores 


en 


y the time the Copa 
Libertadores 
returns to action on 

18 July, international foot- 

ball will have a new world 

champion. South 

America's biggest © club 

tournament has drawn toa 

temporary halt at the quar- 
ter-final stage, with dozens 
of the continent's top play- 
ers representing their 
countries at the 2006 FIFA 

World Cup Germany™. 

What better time to take 

stock of all the thrills and 

spills of the competition so 


Only eight remain 
Of the 38 teams that 
kicked off the preliminary 
qualifying round on 24 
January, only eight remain, 
Mexican side Chivas; Liga 
Deportiva Universitaria of 
Ecuador, Brazilian outfits 
Tnternacional and Sao Paulo 
FC; the Argentine tio of 
River Plate, Velez Sarsfield 
and Estudiantes de La Plata; 
and Paraguay's Libertad are 
all still in the race to be 
crowned South America's 
number one club side. 

Just two of the eight 
remaining clubs were 
involved in the preliminary 
round, which gave access to 
the group stages. Chivas dis- 
posed of Chile's Colo Colo, 
while River Plate overcame 
the challenge of Bolivia's 
Oriente Petrolero, 

Of the eight quarter-final- 
ists, only four have previous- 


Beckham 


ngland captain 


ly tasted Copa Libertadores 
glory. Those of a supersti- 
tious nature may well favour 
River Plate, with Los 
Millonarios having taken the 
trophy in 1986 and 1996 as 
well as reeching the final in 
1976. Sac Paulo emerged 
victorious in 1992, 1993 and 
2005, becoming the first 
Brazilian side to claim a hat- 
trick of Libertadores wins. 
Estudiantes de La Plata, for 
their part, will forever hold a 
special place in the tourna- 
ments history as a conse- 
quence of their legendary 
triple success in 1968, 1969 
and 1970, Velez Sarsfield, 
meanwhile, are another 
member of this illustrious 
club, having taken the conti- 
nental crown back in 1994. 
When the dust had settled 
on the hotly-contested group 
stages, only three of the six- 
teen sides remaining still had 
their unbeaten records intact: 
‘Velez Sarsfield, who had the 
best recon! during the group 
stage, Internacional and 
Chivas Guadalajara. 
However, both the Brazilian 
and Mexican club saw their 
unbeaten runs come to an 
end at the knockout stages, 
Internacional losing to Liga 
Deportiva Universitaria in 
their quarter-final first leg, 
and Chivas going down 3-1 
to Colombia's Independiente 
Santa Fe in the second leg of 
their last sixteen clash, After 
losing just once on their way 
to last year’s crown (against 
Mexico's Tigres in the quar- 
ter-finals), reigning champi- 
ons Sao Paulo have been 


unable to repeat the feat this 
time around, hitherto suffer- 
ing two defeats (at home to 
Chivas and away to 
Estudiantes de La Plata). 
Velez Sarsfield deserve a 
special mention, having 
racked up six wins and three 
draws from their nine games 
thus far. With coach Miguel 
‘Angel Russo at the helm, 
Velez are keen to follow in 
the footsteps of their 1994 
Copa. Libertadores-winning 
side, which had Carlos 
Bianchi in the dugout and 
Paraguayan legend Jose Luis 
Chilavert between the sticks, 


Springing a 
surprise 


At first glance, three 
teams stand out as the least 
fancied sides left in this 
year's. competition: LDU 
Quito, Libertad, and 
Estudiantes de La Plata. 
LDU have enjoyed a remark- 
able campaign under the 
guidance of Peruvian coach 
Juan Carlos Oblitas, eaming 
the admiration of fans and 
neutrals alike with their styl- 
ish football. 

Libertad favour a more 
rugged approach, their prag- 
matic style taking them 
through a difficult group that 
included River Plate, El 
Nacional from Ecuador and 
Brazil's Paulista FC. The 
Paraguayans then overcame 
Tigres on penalties in the last 
sixteen, before giving Los 
Millonarios an almighty 
scare in the quarter-final 
firsi-leg, coming away with a 


2-2 draw from Buenos 
Aires's Estadio Monumental, 
Estudiantes de La Plata, 
known = within = South 
America as Los Pincharratas 
(The Rateatchers), have cap- 
tured the popular imagina- 
tion thanks to their 
Libertadores pedigree and 
fanatical supporters. A late 
charge saw them claim sec- 
ond place in a group contain- 
ing La Paz outfit Bolivar, 
Colombia's Independiente 
Santa Fe and Sporting Cristal 
of Peru. Estudiantes. then 
came through a tough tie 
with Brazil's Goids in the last 
sixteen, before securing 2 
last-gasp win over defending 
champions Sao Panlo in the 
quarter-final first leg. 


0 Timao go off 


course 

Big-spending Brazilian 
side Corinthians, known as O 
Timao (The Rudder), sur- 
prised many by crashing out 
at the last sixteen stage, hay- 
ing built what looked to be a 
world-class team. Boasting 
the likes of Argentine inter- 
nationals Carlos Tevez and 
Javier Mascherano, 
Corinthians qualified from a 
group containing Colombia's 
Deportivo Cali, Chile's 
Universidad ~Catolica and 
Mexico's Tigres. 

However, the Brazilians 
will have to wait at least 
another year for their first 
Copa Libertadores success 
after an under-strength River 
Plate followed up their 3-2 
win in the Monumental with 


Wants To End Career In Madrid 


ary to be screened this week: "At the 


Carlos Tevez vesting the Boca TS uniform will be vital to Argentina's 
chances at the World Cup. Tevez now vests the green and white of Brazilian 
club-side Corinthians, and the Brazilian side will be hoping that Tevez can lead 
them fo the Copa Libertadores trophy in July. 


a shock 3-1 victory on 
Brazilian soil despite lacking 
several key players through 
injury. 


Sharpshooters 
hattle it out 


‘Twelve players carrently 
share top spot in the 
goalscoring stakes with five 
goals apiece, although only 


seven have the chance to add 
to their tally: Aloisio of Sao 
Paulo FC; Jose Luis 
Calderon and Mariano 
Pavone, both of Estudiantes; 
Agustin Delgado and 
Patricio Urrutia of Liga 
Deportiva Universitaria; 
‘Velez's Sebastian Ereros, and 
River Plate's_ Daniel 
Montenegro. 

Who will follow im the 


unerring footsteps of Cerro 
Porteno's Gabriel Salcedo, 
top scorer in 2005 with nine 
goals? 

There is still all to play 
for, with fans across South 
‘America eagerly awaiting 18 
July's quarter-final second 
legs and the chance to con- 
tinue their bid for continental 
glory. 


Beckham wants to ot te 
playing career at Real 


end of my career, I want to be known as 
a player who played at a top level, for 


and much bigger than Manchester 
United and Real Madrid." 
31-year-old Beckham also revealed 


i. the best teams. 
Beckham told ITV1 in a document- 


DEVE Basha Colebriten’s nl or Haal Machid wid Soari-inata 


Roberto Carlos (right) 


“And they do not come much better 


that he was deeply upset when he left 
United three years ago, but is now very 
settled in Spain and may not return to 
England when he retires. 

He said: "I think at the time, when T 
had signed for Real Madrid, and when 
T got home, I think I actually cried 


United, it was a team that I had been at 
for my whole life. 

"But now I want to settle down in 
Spain, my family is happy here, I am 
happy playing football here." 

His footballing ambition now is to 
become England's most-capped player. 

"I want to carry on playing for the 
country and leading England out as 
much as possible and for as many 
‘games as possible,” he said. 

"Lwould love to get Bobby Moore or 
Sir Bobby Charlton's record of caps. 
would Joye to reach that number of 


caps. 
Moore won 108 England caps, 
Charlton 106. Peter Shilton is 
England's most capped player with 
125. Beckham currently has 87. 
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Dirk Kuyt eyes 
an English move 


yyenoord striker Dirk Kuyt has 
issued a ‘come and get me’ plea to 
Neweasfle, 

The Prolific Dutchman, who will be 
present at this summer’s World Cup, has 
also been linked with the likes of Arsenal, 
Real Madrid and Tottenham. 

But he said: "I would love to play in 
the North-East, When I was young I 
loved Italian football. But only hecanse 
Yan Basten, Rijkaard and Gullit were 
playing for AC Milan, 

"Now I'd rather play in England. 
Jove English football, I also think my 
style of play is completely right for the 
Premiership. "A club like Neweastle 
would be my dream," 

Newcastle are currently looking for a 
replacement for Alan Shearer. 


Dirk Kuyt in action for the Dutch 
National team. 


+ AwZBO 
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Paraguay held to 
2-2 draw by Norway 


World Cup-bound” Paraguay finally 
woke up in the sécond half of their friendly 
against Norway to leave Oslo with a 2-2 
draw afier showing some of the spirit that 
won them a place in Germany. 

Norway was leading 1-0 at the break 
thanks to a goal by Frode Johnsen who 
headed home unopposed from a free-kick 
after 21 minutes with four Paraguay 
defenders looking on. 

‘The South Americans had been reduced 
to a handful of long balls during a half- 
heared first-half performance and apart 
from an effort disallowed for offside did not 
threaten to score. 

‘The Paraguayans looked a totally differ- 
ent side in the second period and within 
minutes captain Carlos Gamarra, in his 
105th game for his country, headed the 


equaliser. 

Nelson Heado Valdez put the visitors 
ahead moments later with his third intemna- 
tional goal when he latched on to a looping 
through ball and unleashed a searing first- 
time strike, 

Norway, who failed to qualify for the 
FIFA World Cup after losing a play-off 
with Czech Republic, were very competi- 
tive and Johnsen scored with another head- 
er on the hou to claim a deserved draw. 

Paraguay coach Anibal Ruiz was happy 
with the performance and said it was good 
test against north European opponents. "in 
South America we are not used to this 
strong physical football, the type that 
Sweden and England will play,” he said. 

Paraguay have qualified for the past 
three FIFA World Cups and reached the last 
16 in 1998 and 2002. They play Sweden, 
England and Trinidad and Tobago in their 
Group B matches next month, 

Ruiz, said first-choice striker Roque 
Santa Cruz did not play because he is still 
recuperating after damaging his knee play- 
ing for Bayern Munich in October but he 
will be fit and ready for Germany. 


Morocco late show 
sinks US 


After watching his captain Claudio 
Reyna limp off after 15 minutes, United 
States coach Bruce Arena's woes were 
compounded when his side conceded a late 
goal to lose out to Morocco in a friendly. 

‘The game, played before nearly 26,000 
fans in Nashville, Tennessee, marked the 
first time in 2006 that Arena has had a full- 
strength squad at his disposal. And while it 
will have been heartening for the coach to 
see John OBrien complete a productive 
and pain-free 45 minutes, the 1-0 loss and 
the knock picked up by team leader Reyna 
will have left fingemails shorter than nor- 
mal in the technical area, 

The opening 20 minutes were defined 
largely by a lack of fluidity from the finals- 
bound home side as they struggled to come 
to grips with the high-tempo play of the 
Moroccans, To make matters worse for the 
US, just ten minutes in, captain Reyna 
began to show signs of a recurrence of an 
old hamstring injury. 

Josh Wolff, Donovan and second-half 
substitute Eddie Johnson all went close to 
scoring as the clock ticked down but an 
error from Steve Cherundolo — who dallied 
on the ball in a dangerous position ~ saw 
him stripped of possession by Bouchaib EL 


Moubarki, The substitute quickly picked 
out fellow late replacement Mohamed 
Madihi racing in on goal. 

The striker made no mistake as he ghost- 
ed past his man and slammed over the 
sprawling Keller — who had been called 
into action precious few times on the night 
= to seal victory at the death, 


Chile too hot for 
Irish 


‘Steve Staunton suffered his first defeat in 
charge of Republic of Ireland after they 
went down 1-0 to Chile at Lansdowne 
Road on Wednesday night, 

‘Manuel Iturra's first goal for his country 
was enough to give Chile a deserved win 
against a lacklustre Trish side. 

‘The defeat was not the best way for 
Staunton to prepare for their Euro 2008 
qualifier with Germany in September, with 
Just one more friendly before the campaign 
gets under way. 

Chile started the brighter of the two sides, 
and they were almost gifted the lead after 
{just seven minutes after a dreadful mistake 
by debutant Stephen Kelly. 

Kelly's poor back pass fell straight to 
Chile forward Reinaldo Navia right in front 
of goal, but after rounding Shay Given, he 
found the angle too tight and could only fire 
his shot wide of the open goal. 

Robbie Keane wasted a good opening 
three minutes later when he latched onto 
Kevin Doyle's flick on, but the Tottenham 
Hotspur ace got his atiempied chip all 
‘wrong, hitting itharmlessly into the arms of 
Claudio Bravo. 


Steve Staunton, the Rep. of 
Ireland's new marrat the heim 
collected a first-up loss at the 

hands Chile. 


Liverpool ace Mark Gonzalez showed 
his attacking prowess on 19 minutes when 
be cut inside two Irish challenges and 
curled in a shot which Given saved, 

Gonzalez called Given into the action 
again on 33 minutes with a swerving free 
kick which the Newcastle United goalkeep- 
ex collected comfortably, 

Chile continued to look the most likely 
to score and Luis Jimenez flashed a shot 
from the edge of area just over the crossbar 
0n 37 minutes. 

‘A minute later, the home side missed a 
good chance to break the deadlock when 


Damien Duff's cross fell to Kevin Kilbane 
inside the box, but the Everton man took 
too long over his shot allowing the Chilean 
defence to get back to block the effort. 

‘The South Americans picked up where 
they left off at the start of the second half, 
with Humberto Suazo playing a neat one- 
two with Gonzalez before curling in a shot 
which Given was forced to push round for 
acomer. 

The visitors deservedly broke the dead- 
lock on 49 minutes when a free kick from 
Gonzalez caused confusion inside the 
Treland box and after Dunne failed to clear 
the danger, Iturra was on hand to score 
from close range. 

Treland had claims for a penalty tumed 
down on 65 minutes when substitute Ian 
Harte's free kick appeared to strike the arm 
of Jorge Vargas. 

Duff went close to equalising for Ireland 
nine minutes from time when substitute 
Jason Byme headed Harte's long ball into 
the Chelsea winger's path on the edge of the 
box and he fired in a shot which Bravo did 
well to save. 

Chile were inches away from doubling 
their lead in the final minute when Jimenez 
curled a free kick from the edge of the box 
[just past the far post. 


Swede’s muster up 


Scoreless draw 

Sweden could only manage a goalless 
draw against neighbours Finland after a 
low-key performance at the Ullevi stadium 
in Gothenburg. 

‘Sweden played the whole game without 
stars Zlatan Ibrahimovic, Henrik Larsson 
and Fredrik Ljungberg, with AFC Ajax's 
‘Markus Rosenberg and Brondby TFs Johan 
Elmander spearheading the attack in their 
absence in front of 25,000 spectators. 

Elmander showed plenty of energy but 
failed to convert the chances that fell to 
him, but there was better news in defence 
‘where Erik Edman looked sharp despite a 
‘month's injury lay-off. 

Coach Lars Lagerback gave both Mikael 
Nilsson and Niclas Alexandersson the 
chance to shine at right-back, with Nilsson 
the more comfortable player on the day. 
Sweden face Chile in their next friendly on 
2 June, 


England’s fringe 
team players lose 
at home 


A team of fringe members of England's 


Reading. Sergei Kornilenko beat Scott 
Carson from a tight angle with nine minutes 
remaining for the winner on a miserable 
night for England goalkeepers. 

Earlier, second-choice keeper Robert 
Green was stretchered off with a groin 
injury after falling awkwardly while taking 
a goal-kick, 

‘With Green floored, Vitali Kutuzoy was 
able to cancel out England's opener, which 
came after 35 minutes when Jermaine Jenas 
netted from close range after Michael 
Owen's header hit the crossbar. Teenager 
Theo Walcott made an exciting cameo 
appearance in the second half while 
Belarus's Sergei Omelyanchuk was dis- 
missed on 74 minutes for two bookable 
offences. 
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ustralia will be gunning for 

their first victory at a World 

Cup when they head back to 

Germany after a 32-year absence from 
the finals. 

In their only previous World Cup 

appearance in West Germany in 1974, a 


Although they now face world champi- 
ons Brazil, Croatia and Asian champions 
Japan in Group F, they look capable of 
scoring goals and taking points off 
Croatia and Japan. 

Soccer has changed totally in Australia 
over the last 32 years and although the 
game is less popular than Australian 
Rules football, tennis, rugby and cricket, 
the country has produced some top-level 
individuals for clubs across Europe. 

‘The Australians can take heart from 
having experienced Dutch coach Guus 
Hiddink at the helm and a marked 
improvement in the form of Liverpool 
playmaker Harry Kewell, who made a 


Hiddink, widely respected even before 
he guided South Korea to the semi-finals 
in 2002, is certain to get the best out of his 
men, 


Kewell, though, is the key. If he pro- 
duces his club form at the finals and his 
team mates play to be the best of their 
abilities, Australia could yet join the dog- 
fight for a runners-up place behind 
expected group winners Brazil. 


RICH TRADITION 


For a country with such a successful 
sporting tradition, Australia have been 
one of the great under-achievers in soccer 
and made history by qualifying for this 
tournament. 

Their dramatic playoff win over 
Unuguay, sealed with John Aloisi's penal- 
ty shoot-out goal, meant they became the 
first country to qualify for the finals on 
penalties. 

While the 1974 team was comprised of 
amateur or semi-professional players, 
today's side includes Kewell and 
Middlesbrough striker Mark Viduka. 

Viduka's ambling gait belies some 
great ball skills and a real eye for goal, 
while keeper Mark Schwarzer, midfield- 
ers Brett Emerton and Stan Lazaridis and 
forward Tim Cahill are also regulars in 
the English Premier League. 

Whether they have the resilience to 
‘cope with the rigours of tournament foot- 
ball, though, remains to be seen, 

Australia's track record at least means 
they have nothing to lose in Germany, 
while there is every hope that the touma- 
ment will lift the profile of the game at 
home. 

‘A move away from the Oceania con- 
federation, which Australia dominated for 
years, to the more competitive Asian con- 
federation can also only help soccer's 
cause. 


Australia reatly to erase 
unhappy memories of 1974 


Other domestic changes have seen 
Frank Lowy, Australia's second-tichest 
‘man, set up a new board to run the game 
with a new elite national league, raising 
hopes of a brighter future. 


Roos glad to have 
Hiddink 


Australians have always thought of 
themselves as the lucky country but even 
the most optimistic cannot believe how 
fortunate they are to have Guus Hiddink 
coaching their national soccer team, 

Australia have lopg been’ one of the 
great underachievers in football but in 
Hiddink they have finally found a man 
who really does seem to have the golden 
touch. 

The Dutchman is one of the most 
sought-after coaches in world football 
and while his contract ends after the 
World Cup and he heads off to coach 
Russia, it was a major coup for Australia 
fo secure his services. 

He took over the reins last year when 
former coach Frank Farina stepped down 
and brought instant success; helping the 
Soceeroos to qualify for the World Cup 
for the first time in 32 years with a nerve- 
racking penalty shoot-out win over! 
Umguay. 

‘Now he has his sights set on Germany. 
Few would give Australia any chance of 
making an impact in a tough group that 
includes world champions Brazil, Croatia 
and Japan were it not for Hiddink. 

The 59-year-old was an undistin- 
guished professional player but has built 
up an extraordinarily successful CV as a 
coach, winning a stack of Dutch leagues 
and Dutch cups and a European Cup with 
PSV Eindhoven. 

He was appointed Dutch national 
coach in 1995, leading the Netherlands to 
the quarter-finals of Buro 96 and then the 
semi-finals of the World Cup in France in 
1998. 

His willingness to travel saw him take 
up coaching roles in the United States, 
‘Turkey and Spain, where he won a World 
‘Club Cup with Real Madrid. 

He then embarked on what many saw 
as his greatest challenge, coaching co- 
hosts South Korea at the 2002 World Cup. 

South Korea had never won a match at 
the finals and only two Asian teams — 
North Korea in 1966 and Saudi Arabia in 
1994 — had ever made it past the first 
round, 

But under Hiddink, South Korea 
stormed through to the semi-finals. 

He was given honorary citizenship, 
free flights on Korean Airlines for the rest 
of his life, a villa on a private island and 
had a World Cup Stadium re-named after 
him. 


Expectations are now high in Australia 
that, having steered his team to their first 
World Cup finals since 1974, he can per- 
form another miracle with the Socceroos. 
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WORLD NEWS 


Athens to have 
final say in 2007 


Courtesy uefa.com 


n eyentful UEFA 
Aeunies League sea 

son came to a conclusion 
‘on Wednesday in Paris, and the 
honour of hosting next season's 
final falls on another European 
football hotbed in Athens. 

The Greek capital's Olympic 
Stadium will stage the 2006/07 
showpiece on 23 May 2007 - its 
first European final since the 
‘venue was rebuilt to hold the 2004 
Olympic Games. Athens previous- 
ly staged the’ 1993/94 final, when 
AC Milan defeated FC Barcelona 
40 at the OAKA Spiros Louis 
Stadium. 

‘The 1986/87 UEFA European 
Cup Winners! Cup also came to a 
conclusion at that venue, as AFC 
Ajax defeated 1. FC Lokomotiv 
Leipzig 1-0. 


Having hosted the first modem. 
Olympics of 1896, Athens under- 
went a major revamp for the 2004 
Games. An airport and metro sys- 
tem were built while the flagship 
Olympic Stadium was completely 
renovated, The 72,000-seat arena 
‘was upgraded by Spanish architect 
Santiago Calatrava and now fea- 
tures a distinctive new roof. 

‘The UEFA Cup Final will be 
hosted by Hampden Park in 
Glasgow, Scotland, 

‘The impressive Scottish venue 
will be staging its second 
European club final in five years, 
following the 2002 UEFA 
Champions League showpiece 
between Real Madrid CF and 
Bayer 04 Leverkusen, and officials 
from the Scottish Football 
Association (SFA) have been in 
indhoven to look at the prepara- 
tory work undertaken by their 


Dutch colleagues. 
"The Dutch FA, PSV 

Eindhoven and the City of 

Eindhoven have worked hard 

to deliver a wonderful 

platform for the UEFA 

Cup final, and we look 

forward to the oppor- 

tunity of emulating 

that success in 

Glasgow next year," said 

SFA chief executive 


David Taylor. “KEE 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, guisaits 


"To be 
awarded a 
major 
European 
final by UEFA 
for the’ second time 
in five years clearly reaffirms, in 
my opinion, the status of Scotland, 
Glasgow and the Scottish FA as a 
major event destination, host and 
organiser," he added. "Events of 


this size also deliver tremendous 
benefit to grassroots football. We 
should never forget that major 
European final nights fuel our 
younger generations’ foot- 

balling dreams." 
The SFA has already 
set up a proficient pro- 
ject management team 
including key partners 
from Hampden Park, 
Glasgow's city authorities 
and marketing office, 
the British 
airport 
authori- 


police. 

"L remember with great fond- 
ness the fantastic atmosphere in 
the city for the Champions League 
final in May 2002," said Alex 
Mosson, chairman of Glasgow 


City Marketing Bureau and 
Glasgow City Council's 
spokesperson on marketing and 
events. "We learned a lot in 2002 
and I'm delighted that many of the 
same people involved back then 
are part of the partnership in place 
to deliver 2007." 

David Kells, managing director 
of Hampden Park, was similarly 
enthused. "This will be Hampden's 
sixth major European final, and we 
Jook forward to it continuing the 
high standard set in the previous 
matches and producing another 
outstanding night at Scotland's 
national stadium.” 

UEFA is happy to be returning 
to the scene of some of its most 
famous nights. Hampden Park has 
hosted three European Champion 
Clubs’ Cup/UEFA Champions 
League finals: the 2002 show- 
piece, which Madrid won 2-1; the 


1976 game, when FC Bayern 
Munchen beat AS Saint-Etienne 1- 
0; and perhaps the most memo- 
rable of all finals in 1960, when 
more than 127,000 people 
crammed into the ground to wit- 
ness the 7-3 victory of the great 
Madrid side of Di Stéfano, Puskas 


and Gento over Eintracht 
Frankfurt. 
"The UEFA Cup has moved on 


a long way from those early pio- 
neer days of Enropean football, 
and so have the grounds and the 
stadia that host the matches,” said 
UEFA Chief Executive Lars- 
Christer Olsson. 

"Mest importantly, football is 
made up of memories, of passion 
and of emotion and we know that 
in coming to Scotland and to 
Glasgow, we will get this in abun- 
dance.” 


Celtic profit from 


F: Barcelona's victory in the UEFA 
‘Champions League final means all 16 
automatic qualifiers for next season's 
group stage are known - with Celtic FC tak- 


as holders. However, having finished fourth in 
England they must now enter the third quali- 
fying round, and since Barcelona as Spanish 
champions already had a group-stage place, 
Scottish tile-winners Celtic will grab the spare 
slot due to their nation's co-efficient — which 
will mean no repeat of the Glasgow club's 
qualifying defeat by FC Artmedia last 
summer. 

Barcelona's triumph is also good news for 
three other teams. As the holders had already 
booked their ticket through their domestic 
league, Israeli champions Maccabi Haifa FC 
enter the third qualifying round, with Sweden's 
Djurgirders IF and the eventual Slovakian 
title-winners going into the second qualifying 
round, all one stage further than would have 
been the case. 

Real Madrid CF made sure of an automatic 
group-stage berth on Tuesday by piping 


ed to complete a €15 million 


‘months, and is said to prefer a 
moye which would see him 
remain in’Spain. 

Barea are also thought tn 
be ready to negotiate with 


Barcelona were 
‘greeted by thousands 
of fans as they parad- 

ed through the city on an 
open-top bus to celebrate 
winning the UEFA 
Champions League. 

On their retum to Spain 


Valencia CF to second position in Spain, | purchase of striker Diego | from Paris, captain Carles 
Valencia will be joined in the third qualifying, | Forlan from Villarreal this | Puyol and coach Frank 
round by CA Osasuna, who secured their first | week. Rijkaard carried the ttophy 
participation in Europe's premier club compe- | _ Barcaare said toregard the | down the steps of the plane 
tition by beating UEFA Cup winners Sevilla } Primera Liga’s top scorer in | before the squad transfered 
FC to fourth spot. 2004/05 as the ideal replace- | to the city centre. 


‘The other sides already scheduled to be in 
August's group-stage draw along with 
Barcelona, Madrid and Celtic are: Chelsea FC, 


ment for Henrik Larsson, 
who is returning to his 
‘Swedish homeland. Larsson 


It was a rare appearance in 
the limelight by Rijkeard, 
with reports suggesting that 


Manchester United FC, Juventus, AC Milan, | wasmainly deployed as back- | Puyol had to convince him to 
Olympique Lyonnais, FC Girondins de | up to Samuel Eto'o. come on to the victor's podi- 
cei Bordeaux, FC Bayern Miinchen, Werder Uruguay International _| um when the trophy was pre- 
a Bremen, FC Porto, Sporting Clube de | Forlan, previously at | sented at the Stade de France 
Celtic players and supporters are Portugal, PSV Eindoven, Olympiacos CFP | Manchester United where he | following the 2-1 victory 

relleved to have avolded the and RSC Anderlecht. struggled to impress, has also. | against Arsenal FC. 
(Gespplane League premier, (Of the 37 teams to take part in qualifying, | attracted interest from | Barcelona city council had 
ChTaGa lboed pt Mish ye ae yet to be confirmed as league tile | Velencin and some Serie A. asked fans to avoid congre- 
Champions 2 Out on the er races are still on in Bulgari, Hungary, | clubs from eporsin Spain, | gating at the airport so the 
falling to Artmedia Bratislava. Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. But he has been aware of | festivities did ot get started 
~ Barca’s interest for several | properly until the team 
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Barcelona return 
as heroes 


Villareal over their 25 per 
cent share in Juan Roman 
Riquelme, who is curently 
on Joan at El Madrigal from 
the Camp Nou - in retum for 


reduction of the_23 million 
asking price for Forlan's con- 
tract. 


Barcelona's Ronaldinho was brilliant 

the Spanish side’s tremendous run in the 
Champions League. 
arrived in the city harbour on weeks the tour finished at 
a barge. From there the play- Camp Now where four giant 
ers, all wearing t-shirts with screens were set up for an 
the club's slogan ‘Mes que un audio-visual display. 
club’ (More than a club),  Barcelona’s tremendous 
boarded a bus to tour through run in the Champions League 
the city streets. was rewarded with the 

For the second time in two Champions League trophy. 


Dino Zoff could be heading towards a third 
‘stint with Juventus. 


Tt legendary goalkeeper could return to the 
Bianconeri as the vice-President of the club. 

Amidst all the scandal and dramas facing the Italian 
game at the moment, Dino Zoff might be on his way 
back to Turin after spending most of his past 15 years 
on the bench of Lazio, Fiorentina and even the Italian 
national team, apart from sitting behind the 
Biancocelesti's office desk. 

It is rumoured that Juventus have been in contact 
with Zoff to take over the vice-President role left by 
Roberto Bettega, who resigned recently along with the 
whole Council of Administration. 

Zoff would definitely be interested in this job and it 
would be his third Juve stint after that of a player and 
another stint as coach, 

In the meantime, Franco Baldini has refused the 
position of General Director which has been left vacant 
by Luciano Moggi. 


Zlatan awaits Real Bid 


‘aventus striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic is hoping that 

Real Madrid launch a bid to sign him, according to 
reports coming out of Spain. 

With Jave possibly facing relegation to Serie B as a 
result of the match-foxing scandal in Italian football, 
the Swede may be on his out of the club. 

According to La Marca, Ibrahimovic has told his 
agent he will not make any decision about his future 
until he knows whether Real will bid for him. 

Barcelona has also been linked but the former Ajax 
star is said to favour the Spanish capital. 


The Itallan National team pose for the Official team photo. Question-marks still surround the 
Italians chances at the World Cup as the current corruption investigations are taking their 
toll on the squad. 


Marcello Lippi will not 
step down 


As the investigations regarding various sections of 
Ttalian football continue to unfold, National boss 
‘Marcello Lippi has announced that he will not quit the 
Italian job before the World Cup. 

‘Some members of the Italian media had wanted 
Lippi to stand down, after it bad been alleged that he 
‘was present during some of the intercepted telephone 
calls that are being looked at during the GEA World 
investigation. 

Lippi though, has received the full backing of the 
Italian Football Federation commissioner, Guido Rossi, 
and intends to concentrate solely on the job at hand. 

“Thave never had any doubts with regard to Ligpi’s 
position,” commented Rossi, 

‘The National team boss has been aware of the news- 
paper's opinion that he should resign and gave a state- 
ment on the situation. 

“The media asked me to resign, but there are only 
‘two motives which pash someone to take such a step,” 
said Lippi. 

“The first is if something is uncovered and you need 
to run away. The second when you have a clear con- 
science, but you are lft disappointed.” 

Lippi also wanted to make that clear that any probes 
into the running of the Italian game are not distracting 
his squad and everyone is focused on Germany. 

“The squad is serene and everyone is calm,” he said. 

“We must transform what is happening to us present- 
ly into something good, a positive force.” 

Italy are preparing two Friendly Internationals com- 


Ziatan Ibrahimovic (left) may well have played his final match for Juventus. Juve are 
‘huge investigations 


awaiting the findings of 


into match-fixing in the Italian Serie A. 


ing up in the next week. The first match in Switzerland 
against the Swiss National team, and the second, still in 
Switzerland, against the Ukraine. 

Italy Kick-off their World Cup campaign on the 
‘moming of Tuesday the 13th of June (AEST), against 
Ghana, 


Juan Sebastian Veron; furious with Adriano 


Adriano Not That Good 
— Veron 


Juan Sebastian Veron has launched a fierce attack on 
Inter team-mate Adriano, suggesting the Brazilian is 


overrated. 

"If he played the way he talks, then Inter would 
already have won the Scudetto," he told a South 
American newspaper. 

“Adriano ‘eels himself on a pedestal that does not 
belong to him, seeing as heis neither Ronaldo nor 
Ronaldinho. I really hope he gets to play against 
‘Argentina in the World Cup.” 

‘The pair are known not to be the best of friends, and 
reportedly came to blows in the half-time break of the 
clubfs Champions League quarter final defeat to 
Villarreal last season. 


SERIE A 
STANDINGS 2005-06 
D 


a 


BRREFRBRRBRRRRBBRRBRB Res 
RBSRBSBSSSSESRYSRYSRRRI™ 


(Milan), Mancini A. (Roma 3 pens) .......12 
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Ferguson quashes Rooney 
World Cup rumours 


bished suggestions that he 
does not want injured star 
Wayne Rooney to go to the 
World Cup. 

English reports have hinted 
at a simmering club versus 
country row between United 
and the England camp regard- | 
ing Rooney's fitness and 
prospects of being involved in 
Germany. 

Rooney has been allowed by 
Manchester United to join up 
with the England party on 
‘Sunday for next week's friend- 
lies, then fly to Germany with 
them on 5 June before flying 
back to Manchester on 14 June: 
for the next scan on his broken [ 
foot, which is healing satisfac- 


‘Sven Goran Eriksson on the other 
hand is looking forward to the arrival 
of Rooney to the English camp. 

"T am looking forward to Wayne 
{joining up with the rest of the squad. 

"Ispoke to Sir Alex Ferguson today 
and we had a really good conversa- 
tion. Despite all the speculation, there 
has been a very positive dialogue with 
Manchester United all along. 

"We are very grateful for the sup- 
port that they have given Wayne and 


the England team. We are still hoping 
the second scan will show further 
improvement and that Wayne can play 
his part in the World Cup. 

"The fact that he is flying out to 
Germany with us will give everyone a 
huge lif." 

‘After playing Paragoay in Frankfurt 
‘on 10 June, England go on to face 
Trinidad & Tobago in Nuremberg on 
15 June and Sweden in Cologne on 20 
Tune. 


League Champions Chelsea 
Chelsea, Man Utd into Champions League main 


draw. 
Liverpool and Arsenal Into Champions League 
Preliminary round draw. 
Birmingham, Sunderland and WBA have been 
relegated tothe Championship dvislon. 
LF A Pts 


Chelsea 2a 


Birmingham 
‘West Brom 
‘Sunderland 


ENGLAND CHAMPIONSHIP 


League Champlonship Play-Off. 
2ist May AEST Leeds 0 v Watford 3 
Reading, Sheffield United and Watford promot- 
ed to English Premier League. 


beta ee tele 
Bee iio eae ee aces 
BEVYRSSLELGERSSLSSINA 
ASLVRERRSSLASSSAARR 


Happier times for Sir Alex Ferguson 
and Wayne Rooney (right) 


major player for our football club 
and I want him at the World Cup. I 
have told bim that from day one." 

Ferguson, who spoke to Eriksson 
late last week, also said it was 'non- 
sense’ 10 suggest United would sue 
England if Rooney suffered any fur- 
ther injury in Germany. 


torily. 

Sir Alex Ferguson, speaking 
to MUTY, United's own TV channel, 
stated that he wants Rooney to be in 


Crewe, Millwall and Brighton relegated to 
England Football League 1. 

DLF 

Reading 

‘Sheff Utd 

Watford 

Preston 

Leeds 

Crystal Palace 


has been said is that we do not want 
Wayne Rooney to go. 

"If there is one player I want to play 
in the World Cup, itis him. Wayne is 


SSSSSIARSSSSBER™ 


BSESSISSSIASIAAS 
SSRSSSSLLSFSSSLVSIaAasS2ssyR 


rsenal are in the final stages of negotiations with 
Borussia Dortmund over the release of Czech 


England squad 


BRSSSSSSESSESSSSSESESESESEP 


lic international Tomas Rosicky. Apparently Reo-Coker has Last season he made 38 appearances at Under 21 | Bua 
there is.a transfer release clause in his current contract with become the latest league and cup appearances level for England, but is i 
Dortmund that would facilitate Resicky’s move to Arsenal England — injury for the Hammers and has 12 uncapped at senior level. 
for around £68 milion, casualty as he is forced to ENGLAND FOOTBALL LGE 1 
‘The highly rated mid- | retire from selection with a Penor Bariaey ri 
fielder is currently with the | hack injury. It is believed at ns juddersfleld 1, Swansea 
Czech international squad | Reo-Coker aggravated the 1 Brentford 1, Brentford 0 Swansea 2 
in Austria as thy prepare | persistent injury in training 
for the World Cup, but on | on Monday and is now out 


Monday he travelled to 
London with his manager 
Pavel Paska for further 


of the squad. 

He will be replaced by 
Everton's Phil Neville, who 
talks with Arsenal. Whilst | joins Scott Carson, Michael 
there he took and passed a | Dawson, Jermain Defoe and 
physical. ‘Andrew Johnson on the five 

"T am surprised that no | man standby list 
one has found out about | The West Ham United 
this before,” said Czech | midfileder and captain is 
coach Karel Bruckner, England’s second casualty 

"[ mast now admit that | this week as Luke Young was 
‘Tomas is undergoing med- | forced to drop out of selection 
ical tests, We have tried to | with an ankle injury early last 
keep quiet about it but I | week. 


‘Swansea 2 Barnsley 2 
(Barnsley won 4-3 on pens.) 
Southend, Colchester, Barnsley promoted 


have toadmitthat Tomasis | 22-year-old _Reo-Coker 
there for a medical." made his debut for Gilingham 
Rosicky made his inter- | Wimbledon in April 2002 Yeovil 


national debut in 2000 


where he had a spell as cap- Chesterfield 


BRSSSSSSSSSSSSESEESSESSO 
SRRSSSSSLSSSLSSHRIISRANBA 


RSSRERSAIRLLASSR 
SSYESSLRSSSSSLRRSSINAsSSw 


Tomas Rosicky will play 2gainst the Republic of | tzinatthe tender age of 20.In : Bournemouth 
an important role for the eland and in 2001 he | January 2004. the East yj = = mere 
Bee ca at ive Word became the youngest win- | Londoners signed him for an “'9*! tac an erueratatien cesta ee peareole 
Cup in Germany. ner ever of the Czech | undisclosed amount and he News of Reo-Coker's injury comes at the end Hartlepool 
; __ Player of the Year Award, | quickly became their of @ wonderful season for the Englishman at club _| Milton Keynes Dons. 
a title he won again the following year. youngest ever ‘skipper’. level with West Ham. Swindon 
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TABLES AND RESULTS 


What's on the Box 
May 


World Cup 
ESPN Have confirmed that they 
will also show the following game: 


England y Hungary 
Wednesday 31 May 
5.05 am EST 
LIVE 


*A reminder that the 2006 World 
Cup in Germany will be shown 
exclusive on SBS TV during the 

months of Jane and July. A full list- 
ing of matches will be shown in 
ABSW in forthcoming editions. 


RABIO 
+Sunday Night Soccer 
98.5 FM in Sydney at 10pm 
*Talking Football 
2SM 3-4pm Mon-Fri 
+Foothall Fever 
2KY 1017am Sunday at 9pm 


BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 
Champlons - Andertecht 
Relegated - La Louviere 
Promoted - Mons 
Cup Winner —Zuite-Waregem 
Uerse will compete in the relegation 
play-off with the 2nd, 3rd and 4th teams 
from the Belgian Second division. 
‘The Belgian champion is qualified for the 
group stage of the UEFA Champions 
League while the runner-up must play 
the third preliminary round. 


PWODL 
34 20 104 
3419 8 7 
34 18 


FA Pts 
72.2770 
51 28 65 
51 33 64 
34 18 48 34 61 
34 16 52 38 57 
34.147 13 50 45 49 
3414 7 13 5149 49 
3412 11 11 48 49 47 
3413 7 14 42 48 46 
34 12 10 12 30 30 46 
34 11 12 11 39 3945 
34 10 11 13 44 42 41 
34.11 4 19 43 43 37 
34.10 7 17 38 6137 
348 10 16 36 49 34 
6 19 35 55 33 
8 18.22 52 32 
14 16 26 56 26 


41 Anderlecht 

2 Standard 

3 Brugge 

4 Gent 

5 Genk 

6 Beerschot 

7 Waregem 

8 Lokeren 

9 Westerlo 

410 Brussels 

14 Charleroi 

12 Roeselare 

13 Mouscron 

14 Cercle 

45St-Truiden 

16 Beveren 349 

47 Lierse 348 

18 ta Louviere 34 4 
CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 

‘Champions - Dinamo Zagreb 

Relegated - Inter 

‘Cup Winner - Varteks 

The Croatian First League winner goes 

Into the UEFA Champions League qualify- 

ing round and the runners-up go into the 

UEFA Cup, Just like the winner of the 

Croatian Cup. Third and fourth place fin- 

Ishers go into the UEFA Intertoto Cup.. 


Croatian Promotion Play-offs 
PWODL FEA Pts 
1Dinamo 31 23 4 4 7721 73 
2Rijeka 31205 6 6135 65 
SVarteks 3511514 15 4946 46 
4 Osijek 3113.5 13 3147 44 
5 Hajduk 31109 12 3833 39 
6 Kamen 31105 16 3247 35 
Croatian Relegation Play-offs 
1 Pula 3113 6 12 4434 45 
2Slaven 319 1111 4047 38 
3Zagreb = 3111.4 16 26.41 37 
4 Cibalia 318 1013 3147 34 


5 Medimurje 31.8 9 143851 33 
6 inter 318 7 16 2951 31 


DUTCH EREDIVISE 
Champions - PSV Eindhoven 
Relegated - Rosendaal 
Promoted - Excelsior 
Cup Winners - Ajax 
Champions League ~ Ajax 
UEFA Cup - Heerenveen 


‘At the end of each season, the bottom 
Club is automatically relegate to the sec- 
ond division, the Eerste Divisle with the 
champion of the Eerste Divisie automati- 
cally promoted to the Eredivisie. The 
next two clubs from the bottom of the 
Eredivisie go to separate promotion/rel- 
egation playoffs. 

The champion of the Eredivise automati- 
cally advances to the group phase of the 
Champions League. One place in the third 
qualifying round of the Champions 
League as well as three UEFA Cup spots 
are avallable for the best performing 
Clubs in the playoffs. The remaining UEFA 
Cup place is awarded to the winner of 
‘the KNVB Cup. 


PWOL FA Pts 
1 PSV 3426 6 2 712384 
2Az 34235 6 783274 
3 Feyenoord 34218 5 793471 
4 Nax 3418 6 10 66 41 60 


5 Croningen 3416 8 10 46.43 56 
6 Utrecht 3416 7 11 48.4455 
7 Heerenveen 34 14 8 12 63 58 50 
8 Roda 3415 5 14 575450 
9 Twente 3413 8 13 44 36 47 
410 NEC 3413 8 13 43 43 47 
‘11 Vitesse 34 13 5 16 5254 44 
12Waalwik 3411 6 17 48 58 39 
‘(3Heracles 34116 17 3558 39 
14 Sparta 34.10 7 17 3450 37 
15Den Haag 3410 5 19 36 62 35 
46NAC 348 9 17 45 66 33 
47 Willem Il 347 7 20 45 66 28 
48Roosendaal34.1 6 27 22909 
FRENCH LIGUE 1 
‘Champions - Lyon 


Relegated - Toulouse, Troyes and Ajaccio 
Promoted - Valenciennes, Sedan and 
Lorient. 

‘Cup Winners - PSG 


‘The top three teams in Ligue 1 qualify for 
‘the Champions League, with the top two 
proceeding directly to the group phase. 
The third-placed team enters In the final 
qualifying round. The fourth-placed team: 
qualifies for the UEFA Cup. The fifth- and 
sixth-placed teams can also qualify, 
depending on results in the two domes- 
‘tic cup competitions. The bottom three 
teams in the division are relegated to 
Ligue 2. 


PWOLEA Pts 
‘Lyon 38259 4 7331 84 
2. Bordeaux 38 18 155 4325 69 
3. Lille 38 16 148 5631 62 
4, Lens 3814186 4834 60 
5. Marseille 38 16 1210 4435 60 
6. Auxerre 38 17 8 13 5039 59 
7, Rennes 38185 15 4849 59 
8. Nice 38 16 1012 3631 58 
9.ParisSG 38 13 13.12 4438 52 
40.Monaco 38 13 13 12 4236 52 
‘41.LeMans 38 13 13 12 3336 52 
42. Nancy 38 12 1214 35-37 48 


13. St Etienne 38 11 14 13 2939 47 
‘44.Nantes 38 11 1215 3738 45 
415. Sochaux 38 11 1116 3447 44 
46. Toulouse 38 10 1117 3647 44 
47. Troyes 389 1217 3747 39 
48. Ajaccio «= 388 9 21 2753 33 
419. Strasbourg38 5 1419 3356 29 
20, Metz 386 1121 2659 29 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
‘Champions - Baye Munich 


Relegated - Kaisersiautem, Koln and 
Duisburg 

Promoted - Bochum, Aachen and 
Cottbus 

‘Cup Winners - Baye Munich (Eintracht 
Frankfurt runner-up) 


‘The top two clubs on the table qualify 
automaticalty for the group phase of the 
Champions League, while the third-place 
‘team enters the Champions League at 
‘the third qualifying round. The three 
teams at the bottom of the table are rel- 
egated into the 2nd Bundesliga, while 
the top three teams in the 2nd 
Bundesliga are promoted. Fourth and 


fifth-placed teams qualify for the UEFA 
Cup. 

P DLFEA Pts 
4 Bayern 34229 3 6732 75 
2Werder 34217 6 7937 70 
3. Hamburger 34 215 8 5330 68 
4.Schakke 34 16 135 4731 61 


5. Leverkusen 34 14 10 10 6449 52 
6. Hertha BSC 34 12 1210 5248 48 
7. Dortmund 34 14 1310 4542 46 
8.Numberg 34128 14.4951 44 
9, Stuttgart 349 169 3739 43 
10. Monchach 34 10 12 12 4250 42 
41. Mainz05 349 1114 4647 38 
42, Hannover 347 1710 4347 38 


413. Arminia 34107 17 3247 37 
14, Frankfurt 34.9 9 16 4251 36 
15, Wolfsburg 34 7 13 14 3355 34 
16. Kaiser 348 9 174771 33 
47.FCKoIn 347 9 184971 30 
18. Duisburg 34.5 1217 3463 27 


GREEK ETHNIKI KATIGORIA 
Champlons - Olympiakos 
Relegated - OF! Crete, Kallithea and 
Akratitos 
Promoted - Ergotelis, Kerkira and Aris 
Salonilé 
Cup Winners ~ Olymplakos (AEK runner- 
up) 


The champion directly enters the group 
stage of the UEFA Champions League, 
‘while the runner-up must survive a two- 
legged tie In the third qualifying round to 
advance to the group stage. The winner 
of the Greek Cup automatically enters 
‘the UEFA Cup, as well as the teams that 
finish third through fifth in Alpha Ethniki. 
If the cup winner is qualified for 
European competition by its league posi- 
tion. the losing cup finalist is granted a 
UEFA Cup berth. If both cup finalists are 
qualified for Europe by their league posi- 
tion, the sixth-place team in Alpha 
Ethniki is granted a UEFA Qup berth. 


L\FeA: iP 

6 63-2570 

5 55-2367 
3. AEK Athens 30 2° 5 
4. Irakils 30 1 9 
5. Xanthi 30 1 
6. PAOK 30 1: 
7. Atromitos 30 1; 
8. Larisa 30 109 11 31-3739 
9. Kalamaria 30 10 8 12 32-3638 
10. Aigaleo 308 9 13 23-4133 
‘44.lonikos 306 1410 36-4132 
12. Panionios 309 5 16 33-4532 
13. Levadiakos30 8 7 15 24-3631 
14. OFI 30.7 10 13 23 - 3731 
45. Kallithea 304 8 18 28-4920 
16. Akratitos 304 6 20 19-4718 


42 - 2067 
39-3151 
9 31-2547 
10 44-3146 
12 36-3742 


Baaass 
DIe89 eas 


PORTUGUSE 

SUPER LIGA 
Champions - FC Porto 
Relegated - Rio Ave, Guimaraes and 
Penafiel 
Promoted - Beira Mar, Aves and Leixoes 


Cup Winners - FC Porto (Vitoria Setubal 


runner-up) 


The top three teams in the Superliga 
qualify for the Champions League. The 
top two teams directly enter the group 
phase. The third placed team enters the 
competition at the third qualifying 
found, and must survive a two-legged 
knockout tie in order to enter the group 
phase. The teams classified in fourth and 
fifth enter the UEFA Cup together with 
the winner of thePortuguse Cup. Three 
clubs are relegated from the First: 
Division, 


Po Wide OPA, Pts 
‘Porto 34247 3 5416 79 
2Sporting 3422 6 6 5024 72 
3 Benfica 34207 7 5129 67 
4Braga 3417 7 10 3822 58 
5Nacional 34 14 1010 4032 52 
GBoavista 3412 148 3729 50 
7 Leiria 3413 8 13 4442 47 
8 Setbal 3414 4 16 2833 46 
gAmadora 3412 9 13 3133 45 
40 Martimo 3410 1410 3837 44 
11 Pacos 34119 14 3849 42 
12Gil Vicente 34.11 7 16 3742 40 
13 Naval 3411 6 17 3548 39 
14 Academica 3410 9 15 3748 59 
45 Belenenses 34 11 6 17 4042 39 
4BRioAve 348 1016 3453 34 


17 Guimareses 34 8 10 16 2841 34 
18 Penafiel 342 9 23 2161 15 


SCOTTISH 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Champions ~ Celtic 
Relegated - Livingston 
Promoted - St Mirren 
Cup Winners - Celtic (Dunfermline run- 
ner-up) 


PWODL EA Pts 
Cettic 38287 3 933791 
Hearts 38.22 8 8 713174 
Rangers 38 21 107 673773 
Hibernian 38 17 5 16 61.56 56 
Kilmamock 38 15 10 13 63 64 55, 
Aberdeen 38 13 15 10 46 40 54 
Inverness CT 38 15 13 10 5138 58 
Motherwell 38 13 10 15 55 6149 
Dundee Utd 387 12 19 41 66 33 
Falkirk 38.8 9 21 356433 
Dunfermline 38.8 9 21 33 68 33 
Uvingston 38.4 6 28 257918 

SPANISH 

PRIMERA LIGA 


Champions - Barcelona 

Relegated - Alaves, Cadiz and Malaga 
Promoted - Recreativo, Gimnastic and 
‘Ciudad Murcia 

Cup Winners - Espanyol (Zaragoza run- 
ner-up) 


The top four placed Primera Divisiven 
‘teams qualify for the Champions League. 
‘The fifth and sixth placed teams qualify 
for the UEFA Cup. A third UEFA Cup 
placed is awarded to the Copa del Rey 
winners or the seventh placed Primera 
Division team. The three last placed 
teams are relegated to the Segunda 
Division A. 


PWOLEA Pts 
‘1.Barcelona 38 25 7 6 8035 82 
2, Real Madrid 38 20 10 8 7040 70 
3.Valencla 38-19 127 5833 69 
4.Osasuna 38 21 5 12 4943 68 
5. Sevilla 38 20 8 10 5439 68 
6. Celta 38 20 4 14 4533 64 
7. Vilarreal 38 14 159 5039 57 
8. Deportivo 38 15 10 13 4745 55 
9. Getafe 3815 9 14 5449 54 
10. Atletico 38 13 13 12 4537 52 
11, Zaragoza 38 10 16 12 4651 46 
12. Athletic 38 11 12 15 40.46 45 
13. Mallorca 38 10 13 15 3751 43 
14. Betis 38 10 12 16 3451 42 
15. Espanyol 38 10 11 17 3656 41 
16. Sociedad 38 11 7 20 4865 40 
17. Racing 389 13 16 3649 40 
18.Alaves 389 1217 3554 39 
49. Cadiz 388 12 18 3652 36 
20.Malaga 385 9 24 3668 24 


INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES 


Korea Republic 1 Senegal 1, Austria 1 
Croatia 4, USA 0 Morrocco 1, Uruguay 2 
Romania 0, Hungary 2 New Zealand 0, 
Norway 2 Paraguay 2, Belgium 3 Turkey 
3, Ireland 0 Chile 1, Colombia 1 Ecuador 
4, Australia 4 Greece 0, Sweden 0 Finland 
0, Korea Republic 2 Bosnia Herzegovina 
0, Czech Republic 2 Saudi Arabia 0, 
Turkey 1 Ghana 1, USA 2 Venezuela 0, 
Norther Ireland 0 Romania 2, Germany 7 
Luxembourg 0, Switzerland 1 Ivory Coast 
1, Georgia 1 New Zealand 3, Wales 2 
Trinidad & Tobago 4, Portugal 4 Cape 
Verde 1, Denmark 1 Paraguay 1, Serbia & 
Montenegro 1 Uruguay 1, Holland 1 
Cameroon 0, France 1 Mexico 0, 
Colombia 0 Romania 0, Spain 0 Russia 0, 
Ukraine 4 Costa Rica 0, Mall 1 Morocco 0, 
Croatia 2 Iran 2, Ecuador 1 Republic of 
Mccedonia 2, Estonia 4 Turkey 1 
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